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ORDER OF BUSINESS 


Call to order. 

Presentation of Credentials. 
Appointment of Credentials Committee. 
Read the Minutes of the Previous Meetings. 
Collection of Dues. 

Report of Officers and Committees. 
Report of Board of Trustees. 
Miscellaneous Business. 

Memorial Service. 

Election of Officers. 

Unfinished Business. 

Adjournment. 


HONORARY MEMBERS 


Geo. G. Summing, Secretary Virginia State Firemen’s 
Assoiciation, Portsmouth, Va. 

Hon. J. L. King, Greensboro, N. C. 

Hon. J. J. Nelson, Greensboro, N. C 

Hon. F. S. Cook, Fayetteville, N. C. 

Miss Lillian Brown, Greensboro, N. C. 

Miss Laura Deal, New Bern, N. C. 

Hon. H. L. Peterson, Goldsboro, N. C. 

S. S. Fishblate, Wilmington, N. C. 

Miss Bessie McNeill, Fayetteville, N. C. 

B. J. Swinson, Charlotte, N. C. 

Rev. Donald McIver, Burlington, N. C. 

Hon. Stacy W. Wade, Raleigh, N. C. — 

Hon. T. Alfred Fleming, New York, N. Y. 

Hon. John J. McMahon, Columbia, 8. C. 

Capt. W. B. Orr, Charlotte, N. C. 

Capt. Bill Cody, Atlanta, Ga. 

Sam Boyd, Knoxville, Tenn. 

W. D. Brosnan, Albany, Ga. 

W. C. Cummings, Atlanta, Ga. 


PRESIDENT EMERITUS 
Hon. Jas. D. McNeill, Fayetteville, 1920. 
Col. Jas. H. Wood, Asheville, 1923. 


VICE PRESIDENT EMERITUS 
Col. A. H. Boyden, Salisbury, 1920. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


The opening session of the Thirty-eighth Annual Convention of 
the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association was called to 
order at 10:30 A. M., July 14, 1925, by Frank W. Bennett, Presi- 
dent, in the Corigantien Hall of the Battery Park Hotel, Asheville, 
North Carolina. 


President Bennett: 


Ladies and Gentlemen: It is my pleasure and privilege to 
eall to order this the thirty-eighth annual convention of the North 
Carolina State Firemen’s Association. 

The first thing in order on our programme today is the song 
“America,” and it is with regret that I have to announce that 
the leader of the High School Orchestra is sick and won’t be able 
to be with us, but we have instead, Miss Eason, of Asheville, 
who will lead us in he first verse of “America.” 


Convention rises, singing “America.” 


President Bennett: I will ask you to remain standing while 
Dr, Ashley Chappell of Asheville, asks the invocation upon us 
here today. 


Dr. Ashley Chappell: 


Our gracious and Heavenly Father! We come to Thee because 
Thou art necessary to the longings of our hearts, for Thou art 
the God of us all, Thou art not mindful of our factions, but Thou 
art mindful of our heart throbs. Some of us work in different 
capacities, but God touches every side of life and He is the Father 
of every experience and is interested in all the affairs of men. 
And, our Father, while some of us work in search of the necessi- 
ties and comforts of life, others are protecting our interests, 
guarding our streets and homes and generally taking care of those 
who need their help, and we thank Thee that Thy sympathy and 
consideration and love are as great towards those of us at 
our posts of duty as it is to those who bow at the altars of the 
holy places, and this morning we ask that Thou answer the long- 
ings and prayers of every member of this audience, and we pray 
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that Thy answers will be to the men who protect our homes from 
the ravages of fire, and we pray that Thy arms of protection are 
about them. Bless this convention and all the men and women 
concerned in it and bless their homes and help them with thy 
guidance and care. Our Father, we ask for Thy blessings on 
this Convention in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


President Bennett: 


The next in order on our programme is the address of Wel- 
come by Hon. John H. Cathey, Mayor of Asheville. 


Mayor John H. Cathey: 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: I was introduced to 
these gentlemen this, morning as being from North Carolina 
(To President Bennett) but I expect you are a Yankee, because 
no one but a yankee calls me Cathey. I was in the United States 
Army once upon a time and a Dutch First Sergeant insisted 
upon calling my name wrong, and when he would call my name, 
I would stand as stiff as a ramrod, and then he would get very 
angry, but I never could get that Dutchman to call me Cathey. 

I think it is wrong of you gentlemen to ask me to give the 
address of welcome today, since I am just twenty-four hours from 
“Chasing Rainbows” in Europe. The Chamber of Commerce 
sent me to Belgium to represent them and I have to make a re- 
port to them tonight, 

But it does give me extreme pleasure to make my first appear- 
ance before the firemen of the State of North Carolina, be- 
cause for ten years I was a member of the Asheville Fire De- 
partment, and I would have been a member yet had I not taken 
unto myself a wife, and thereby been blessd with twins. (Ap- 
plause.) It’s a question whether any man ever yet arrived at the 
age of discretion, but I think I have arrived at that age and I 
thought it the better part of valor to resign in order to be able 
to protect my twins, and then look to you others to protect my 
home, since. 

For the benefit of those of you who may at some time be given 
the privilege of going across the water, I want you to take it 
from me that the motto “See America first,’ should be changed 
to “See Europe first,” and then you will appreciate America. And 
then I would change it a little further and say, “See and know 
North Carolina (Applause,) because I found out on the boat go- ; 
ing over and again on the boat coming back, (and in each case 
we had them on board from Maine to Texas and from Oregon to 
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Florida) that the minute you mention North Carolina they know 
about our good roads and good schools, and the further fact that 
we are about ninety-eight per cent Anglo Saxon. (Applause.) 

I know you firemen won’t take exception to this, and also I 
know the ladies won’t: after you know North Carolina, you 
haven’t completed it until you know Asheville. Now, why don’t 
you applaud as much for that as you did for the other things I 
mentioned. You know I have had the pleasure of living in 
Charlotte four years, and I call that my second home, and I had 
the pleasure not long ago of giving the address before the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and the Chairman made 
the mistake of introducing me as the Mayor of the most progres- 
sive City in North Carolina. It suited me exactly, but it is the 
first time I have ever known Charlotte to admit it. (Applause.) 

There have been more crimes committed in the name of address- 
es of welcome than any others, except of, course, that long-suffer- 
ing Fourth of July. Now, you boys all know you are welcome to 
Asheville. It gives me great pleasure to welcome you and your 
lady friends, and please get the habit of coming to see us 


again, 
President Bennett: : 


Mr. Cathey: I assure you we appreciate those kind words of 
welcome, and I am sure we will all enjoy our visit to Asheville. 

We will now have some music by the Asheville Quartette, which 
I know we will all take great pleasure in hearing, music always 
being highly appreciated by us all here. 


Music: Quartette, H. B. Eason, W. M. Hunt, G. A. Hartrick, 
J. B. McIntosh. 


President Bennett: It is needless to repeat that we enjoyed the 
quartette and the music just rendered by it. 

The next thing in order on our programme is the respone to 
the address of welcome by Hon. John H. Cathey, which will be 
made by Mr. Sherwood Brockwell, and in return Mr. Brockwell 
will introduce to you gentlemen one of our distinguished visitors 


of today. 
Mr. Sherwood Brockwell: 


Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 


How would you like to have to come over here and talk after 
hearing those boys sing? I rode up here to Asheville from 
Raleigh with a nice speech all prepared, and here you have those 


8 Proceedings North Carolina 


boys singing for us, which breaks up all my pretty speech. 
Then, here we have a mayor who makes us an address of wel- 
come, which is the best address of its kind that I ever heard at 
one of our conventions, and to cap it all, here comes President 
Bennett pronouncing Mr. Cathey’s name wrong. 

I am, indeed, sorry that our President made such a flagrant 
mistake in the pronounciation of Mayor Cathey’s name calling 
him Cathey, instead of Cathey. I suggest that to avoid such 
mistakes in the future, the Mayor quit lisping take the th out 
and put the “s’ back where it belongs, and let the Irish predo- 
minate. 

Another thing, the man stands up here and tells you he has 
been all about, been to Europe, been in the Asheville Fire De- 
partment, lived in Charlotte for four years and still lives to tell 
about it. (Applause.) Then he gets married and has twins. 
I tell you, boys, I think he is qualified for anything. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Now, then, to get serious. I was in Rocky Mount not long 
ago, and they sure have got a lot of publicity over there. They have 
what they call a June German over there, have been holding it 
for years. Well, they held it not so long ago, and had a big, 
old time over there—the preachers have been talking about the 
June German ever since. They also have what they call the 
June German Colorades. I noticed one old sister over there 
who weighs about 396 pounds. All the couples were out there on 
the floor dancing about and enjoying themselves—and this sister 
was there all right as to everything, and in her stocking feet, 
but she couldn’t seem to get a partner to dance with. So, I went 
over and asked her how was it she looked so pale, and she 
said, “I come clean with you Mr. Brockwell, I can’t get any 
pleasure out of going around like the other women here, I can’t 
get any kick out of smoking, and drinking, and so I feel so un- 


necessary. Now, that’s how I feel after making a response to an 
address of welcome. 


The first firemen’s convention I ever attended was over in 
Salisbury in 1896. That was the first I ever went to, and from 
that day to this there has never been anything connected with 
the firemen in North Carolina except that the firemen of Ashe- 
ville were doing something. We learned of Asheville long ago 
through, Jeanerette, Cy Bernard, Jim Wood, Lon Duckett and all 
the others, and never once has there been a man in the Associa- 
tion to put up a voice of opposition to oppose Asheville when 


she asked for a convention. We know of Asheville as every 
North Carolinian does. — 
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Now, for your benefit and that of those who are not fire- 
men, I want you to know who we are. You have convention 
after convention coming Here, but there never will be a convention 
of any kind that comes to Asheville which will represent so much 
of the life of North Carolina as this Association does. You can 
have your Doctors’ convention; you can have your Rotarians, and 
professional men of all types—But, here is the answer to your 
address of welcome, the largest assemble of North Caro- 
lina firemen ever assembled in ‘North Carolina. These men 
represent every walk in life. There is not a conven- 
tion you can name in North Carolina, which has for its members 
men who touch on every line of business and progress. You will 
find among them men who have helped in every big building enter- 
prise; you will find men who are leaders in every profession 
throughout the civilized world; you will find a president and a 
vice-president of the Fire Marshall’s Association of America; you 
will find a Secretary of the Fire Marshalls, of America, you 
will find among them men who have made local history; you 
will find men who have made local history; you will find men 
who have made North Carolina what she is today. You will find 
men who have been recognized by the greatest fire fighting organi- 
zations in the world. You will find men who represent the won- 
derful progress being made today. 

We all know Asheville, We love Asheville. We come here ex- 
pecting Asheville treatment, and that’s all that any sane man on 
earth could require. You will find in our group out there, boys 
who are out on their first trip, and you will find men who have 
been at the head of things for fifty, forty and thirty years. We 
are up here because we love to come to Asheville. 

I want you to know that seated in front of you today are a set 
of men who make it possible for North Carolina to boast of 
the lowest fire loss ratio of any State so situated in the Union. 
(Applause.) I want you to know that the loss averages 10.27 as 
to 27.10 elsewhere, and the absolute responsibility of it all must 
be placed to the boys who sit in front of you today. You see the 
men who will travel Thursday on these fast wagons, even in their 
play taking their lives in their hands, risking their lives for you 
and the precious lives of your families. They are the boys who 
go out, never thinking of life and limb, men who, with their own 
loved ones in danger, go out with that same determined smile 
fighting fire that North Carolina cities and towns may prosper. 
That’s the type of men who are visiting you today. In the old 
days, you would find the men would want to go to the towns 
that had the biggest saloons, but that’s all changed now, I am 
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glad that is over. And also, there will be no more ringing of 
false alarms by the firemen, I can tell you that, for the men in 
this crowd realize the danger of that, and every man has pledged 
himself to you this morning to bring before you any man in 
Asheville who even talks about ringing any false fire alarms, 
because, if a man knows the danger of doing that, it is a fireman. 
I also know that those turned in last night were not 
by a fireman or a fireman’s friend, for they, knowing the danger, 
will try to bring to justice anyone attempting to put in a false 
alarm. 

I want to say one of the big turning points in the history of 
the tournament took place in 1906. The greatest number of com- 
peting teams that had ever competed did so in 1906, here in Ashe- 
ville. That was the first touch of Asheville hospitality. that we 
had experienced; they then changed that old sipirt of fighting 
against one another for a measley prize, and since then the North 
Carolina firemen have fought for results and better rivalry and 
for the North Carolina Association of firemen to grow bigger and 
broader and better, and I attribute that in a great measure to the 
fact hat you people in Asheville put that spirit into them, 
I think the spirit of Ashevlle has worked wonders in the Asso- 
ciation as it stands in North Carolina. That is all I have to say 
in response to the wonderful address of welcome. 

Now, boys, we are here, we are in the town that is known 
wherever there are civilized people. Let’s be here this week 
above all enjoying ourselves; let’s take the opportunity and try 
to take into our own hearts and souls and minds the greatness 
of a true, living God, as shown here by the magnificence of the 
mountains and His other works here all about us. i 

Up in Richmond some years ago it was my privilege and plea- 
sure to place in nomination a Southern boy who had shown the 
world that he knew how to pull a plow. It was a long-drawn 
out four cornered fight, but before we got through North Caro- 
lina and Tennessee had joined hands and we elected that young 
man of 72, of Knoxville, Tennessee, Mr. Samuel Boyd. 


Mr. Samuel Boyd: 


Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: My friend, Mr. Brock- 
well, complimented the Mayor on delivering a bluff address. 
Now, I am going to try to do likewise and make mine short. I 
am not a speaker and therefore, won’t take up your time, I ap- 
preciate the privilege of being with you today. Somehow, I feel 
I am in Louisville, Ky., as we are going to have the National 
meeting there this year, and I don’t think we will have a larger 
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gathering than you have here today, and it is certainly a com- 
pliment to North Carolina to have such a crowd of its firemen 
meeting in Convention. 

After hearing that wonderful quartette my mind wandered back 
to a little town in Tennessee where they are having contention 
today and I just think that this crowd will see after this that no 
man ever came from a monkey. ; 

I have never been here but once before, and that was years 
ago. I am delighted to be here among you today, but since hear- 
ing the Mayor and my friend, Brockwell, talk, I don’t know but 
that I had better get out of this environment, and let a better 
speaker have the floor. 


President Bennett: 


I want to extend a welcome now, to Dr. R. J. Bateman, who will 
speak to us in memory of our departed members, 


Rev. Dr. R. J. Bateman, Asheville N. C.: 


Mr. Chairman, members of the North Carolina Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation: I had understood that my address was to be in memory 
of your departed brethren. I am going to ask the Secretary to 
eall the names of the departed members not only that I may 
know just what to say, but that these men may take their places 
in our memories and enshrine themselves with us while we speak. 
I thing I should prefer speaking after the roll has been call- 
ed: 

(Roll call of the departed members by the Secretary.) 

It seems to me very fitting that in the beginning of whatever 
festivities may eventuate, whatever contest may be had; whatever 
laurels may be won; that we shall begin not only with the vibrant 
and living spirits that are still with us, but by the enumeration 
of those who have passed from us. At this particular point our 
spirits arise above the convivialities and assemble around the 
altar of more serious thinking. At a moment like this accomplish- 
ments are resolved into dedications. I know of nothing that 
shall result so profitably to this body of men, representative as 
you are, than to have this roll call of those who have finished, so 
far as their own contact is concerned, with life’s tasks. They 
set in motion these things for which humanity lives and have 
passed them on to us as a never-failing legacy, and it is in the 
memory of these I have been asked to say these words today. 

Gentlemen, every age is known by the type of friendships which 
it produces. Any age which does not produce the spirit of com- 
radeship will sound the beginning of social degeneracy, when those 
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men will no longer live in the garden of our thinking, that day 
and that period of social life begins a degeneracy which would 
wreck any nation. The story of Damon and Pythias may be a 
story of history, but I ask you to recall that it is an emblem of 
manhood at its finest, of valor beyond compromise, of service 
without praise, of vitality that dares even unto death. 


The thing that makes your organization great today is not 
the business that you have set to yourself, but the discovery of 
a comradeship that has set life at its finest. Comradeship, there- 
fore, is on a high social plane. So you made the call of the 
names of these departments. Across this State from where these 
mountains lift their brow up to the clouds to where the extending 
planes of the east are laved by the Atlantic, across this great 
State these names come, every community that is called upon 
makes its contribution to this roll call. So this morning this 
meeting would be an unfinished one, gentlemen if you did not 
pay this tribute to your comrades. You do not wait until the 
end but you take it at this morning, at its freshest, and so, in this 
first meeting we shall call the roll of our comrades and say that 
they shall sit among us and wear the laurels of inspiration. * * * 


Comradeship, friendship, is the ability of two individuals, first 
that can impart a nobility, and another that can discover a no- 
bility and the unity of these principles make for comradeship. 
Friendship is produced by the highest elements of human nature, 
and they come into such trustful relationship, and we call it friend, 
for want of another and better term. 


I know of no better men than these men, many of them without 
hope of reward, who will fight daily and nightly if it will save 
their community. * * * And about this spirit these men have 
assembled. Very little, probably, has been said in history of the 
character of Alcibiades. We know that he was rich, and also we 
know that he was gregarious. We know that he was an indulgent 
man * * * *and when Socrates goes to drink the henilock * * * * 
the spirit of Alcibiades is subdued because his friend has touched 
the high cord of human immortality and died that he might not 
deny it. * * * * * Lives at least one expression of nobility and 
that expression is written in his friendship for a noble man. 

I know that these men arose and in the counsels of your organi- 
zation proved themselves worthy of their trust, I know that they 
carry in their wake experiences which you have had with them, 
and in which you both mingled which would show that there was 
an unwavering valor, an untrembling courage, that they were like 
a king who wears a crown. It was there, in their hearts, a part 
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of their characteristics, which is now their unfailing reward that 
you have in your heart and as we gather here make their inspira- 
tion yours. It is about altars like this that manhood rededicates 
itself to the over excellence, and that alone lives: it is in pursuits 
like this that the sordidness is burned out of our spirits: it is in 
places like this that we learn the things that are beyond the pur- 
chase of gold and silver, and they are, courage, valor, character, 
service each man for the other. And these are the men who have 
answered that call full many an hour, by day and by dark, in sun- 
fight and in storm, for friend and for foe alike,—and the highest 
service in the world knows no friend or foe—and this service 
across this great country has brought together men whose. excel- 
lence of spirit and whose defiant spirit of brotherhood has gone 
as gladly forth to extinguish the flames of his competitor as those 
above his own roof. No man can go with this spark blazing in 
his being without. there is royalty in him. This challenge of 
chivalry will form a benediction like a golden dew at morning, 
or even shadow. 

This last word—it is moments like this that cause us to re- 
member that life’s way is not taken alone—we go and come in 
company. We go in consort of friendship. We go in calm as- 
surance that “my brother marches at my side.” I do not know 
a finer term in all the world than that word. friendship. You 
know Jesus said, “I call you not servants, I call you friends, for 
the servant knoweth not what it’s Lord doeth—I call you friends.” 

The things that have gone and now seem cold speak back to 
us only to proclaim that as long as friendship lives the spirit. * * 
We none of us shall walk alone. My son and yours will walk 
hand in hand as they come to the crossroads,—shall live as God 
lives and in its living shall enrich the world, make the world 
brighter. They shall make us forget the weeds and the brambles 
that grow by our way. They shall not only be blooming as frag- 
rant flowers, but these same shrubs shall grow into the fruit, 
the fruit from which your soul and mine feeds, for what man 
is that who would journey one day without his friend. In the 
bosoms of our family we pick our friends * * and thus in the 
enlarging circle do we strengthen each other. by the touch of 
frienship’s hands. 

The world will be a blight, society will be degenerate when 
we cease to grow comradeship and love for each other. Men can- 
not hate who learn each other, if without prejudice we come and 
discover him. There is enough excellence in any character if we 
can search deep enough. 

So, this morning, as we sit together in this beautiful city, 
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lofty, up among the clouds, above the miasma of the low lands, do 
we gather, with every prejudice subdued, with our highest efforts 
and our holiest plans rising up to the altar of our determination. 
I summon you to your sweetest and holiest living for the most 
valiant fight, for that has not been had yet, and these men who 
are gone remind us that this conclave shall one day be called and 
our names shall be read, and one of our comrades shall answer 
for us when we are no longer able to answer for ourselves. * * * 

The assurance of this roll call for me and you will inspire 
and encourage and consecrate and glorify your manhood into its 
holiest discharge of its loftiest effort, and while we hold our vigil 
may we remember that our spirit shall be subject to this revue. 
And may our lives, when ended, prove an inspiration and a bene- 
diction to others who follow us, and may these names that have 
been read today stay in our memory as an inspiration to us. 

I pronounce our appreciation, our deep and reverent memory 
and our eternal emulation for every virtue of those who have 
served and gone, 


Solo—By Mr. Frank Hill. 
President Bennett: 


This concludes our memorial service, and now we come to the 
appointment of our Credentials Committee. And I will ask those 


gentlemen whose names I will call to remain for a while with 
our Secretary. 


Credentials Committee. 


C. A. Shelton, Mount Airy 
J. H. McClellan, Mooresville 
Louis F. Hicks, Raleigh 

W. H. Scott, Kinston 

H. L. Aldrige, Southport. 


Chief Duckett, Asheville: 


: want to call the attention of the ladies to the programme for 
this afternoon. The ladies on the Committee for entertainment 
ask that you meet them in the lobby of the hotel not later than 
2:30 for the entertainment of the afternoon. And we would ask 
you gentlemen who have ladies with you to have them meet you 
here so that they can get away at 2:30 for the events that have 
been planned for this afternoon, 


At the close of this session the official picture of this convention 
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will be made in front of the hotel, and I would suggest and urge 
that all of the members of this Association, including the ladies, 
will assemble out in front of the hotel as quickly as you can. 
Go down there as a favor to us and stand while we get this pic- 
ture made, and we won’t detain you but a very few moments. I 
will also ask the officials of this Association to get down there 
quickly. 


Hon. Stacy W. Wade, Insurance Commissioner: 


As an associate member of this organization I move that we ex- 
tend to Dr. Bateman a rising vote of thanks for the wonderful 
memorial address he made before us today. Motion seconded, 
and carried by the rising vote of the Association, 


AFTERNOON SESSION—Tuesday, July 14, 1925. 


Meeting called to order by President Bennett at 1:30 P. M., 
Tuesday, July 14, 1925, to resume the business of the meeting. 


President Bennett: 

The first order of business on our programme for the afternoon 
is the report of the Credential Committee; the chairman will 
now report. 

(Reading of the report of the Credential Committee by Secre- 
tary Miller.) 


Secretary Miller: 

We find that credentials are in for 137 companies and that 39 
are not yet in. 

Motion made and seconded that the report be read at Wednes- 
day’s session. 

Suggestion made by the Chairman of the Credentials Committee 
that if anyone has come in since the report was handed in with 
any credentials that they be allowed to present them to the Sec- 
retary of the Association before the report is put on record. Mo- 
tion made to this effect, seconded and carried. 


President Bennett: 


Gentlemen: Our next order of business is the reading of the 
reports of the officers, that of your President coming first in 


order. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
To the Officers and Members of the N. C. F. A. 


I herewith present my report for the year as President, 


Introduction: 


Following the instructions and desires of this convention as 
expressed in the 1924 meeting, a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee was held in Raleigh October 17th, 1924 for the purpose 
of perfecting plans for placing before the General Assembly a bill 
for the purpose of recodifying and clarifying the laws regarding 
the North Carolina Firemen’s Association, 

The Executive Committee after general discussion and deliber- 
ation instructed the Secretary to obtain the services of Hon, L. T. 
Hartsell, Concord, N. C., and Hon. John G. Lewis, Statesville, 
N. C., in recodifying and rearranging the laws and this these 
gentlemen did to the satisfaction of the Committee. 

The bill as prepared by these gentlemen was submitted to the 
Executive Committee which met in Raleigh on January 24th, 
1925. The bill with slight changes, deemed expedient by the Com- 
mittee, was presented through the Legislative Committee to the 
General Assembly and subsequently enacted into a law. 

The Committee was materially assisted in this important work 
by Messrs. J. D. McNeill, Stacy W. Wade, J. C. Kesler, W. H- 


Palmer, J. L. Foister and representatives of the Insurance De- 
partment, 


The progress of the bill required a return trip to Raleigh by 
the President and Secretary and Capt. J. D. McNeill during the 
month of February. . 

During the Session of the General Assembly a bill was pre- 
sented by legislators from Buncombe County, which if enacted, 
would have involved the North Carolina Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation, and after reviewing a copy of the bill which had 
received favorable report and passed the lower house, a special 
meeting of the Executive Committee was called and this Com- 
mittee assisted by Messrs. J. D. McNeill, A. L. Duckett, Stacy 
W. Wade, Sherwood Brockwell, J. C, Kesler, Chas. U. Harris and 


others appeared before the Senate Committee and asked that the 
bill be defeated. This was done. 


Since the adjoudnment of the North Carolina Firemen’s Asso- 
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ciation at Hight Point, it has been a pleasure and privilege as 
President of your Association to have visited the following De- 
partments in the interest of the Association—Rocky Mount, Tar- 
boro, Wilson, Nashville, Farmville, Raleigh, Dunn, Chapel Hill, 
Greensboro, Mebane, Concord, Charlotte, Asheville, Statesville, 
Mooresville, Salisbury and High Point. . 


Invitations to address many Departments and civic organiza- 
tions were with regret declined owing to the great demand made 
on my time on account of the building program and Department 
improvement in Durham. 


As President of the North Carolina Firemen’s Association, I 
deem it my duty to commend the work before the last General 
Assembly in an effort to reduce the terrific fire risk which exists 
in the public and private hospitals in North Carolina, especially 
the State Hospitals for the Insane, and feel that the State has 
benefitted by the portrayal of the conditions which exist in these 
places with reference to fire danger. 


I believe that one fact alone; that out of 87 buildings used for 
hospitals in North Carolina there were 9 destructive fires in 1924, 
three of these being totally destroyed and one carrying with it 
three human lives, should command the consideration of every in- 
telligent citizen of North Carolina, and I recommend that a com- 
mittee be appointed by the Association to obtain necessary data 
pertaining to this important topic and present it, from this Asso- 
ciation to His Excellency A. W. McLean with an idea of securing 
his influence in an effort to reduce this great risk so apparent to 
the Firemen of North Carolina. 


Another point of danger which I deem imperative that I call 
to your attention, is the absolute absence of any regulation regard- 
ing garage buildings and gasoline storage plants in our present 
State Fire Waste Law and urge you as members of this Asso- 
ciation to take this matter up with your city and town authorties 
in order that they may enact suitable ordinance to curb this great 
fire danger already existing in many of our cities and towns and 
growing at a rapid pace, 

The revival of the Tournament feature has,'in my opinion, been 
one of the greatest things the convention has done in recent years 
to create a friendly rivalry and healthy interest in fire fighting in 
this State but to many companies this has not made the proper 
appeal. 

To create more interest in those companies which have been 
unable to participate in the tournament, I suggest that this Asso- 
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ciation offer a suitable trophy to the Department in the State 
making the most improvement in Fire Protection each year, the 
details to be worked out at this convention. 


Another feauture which I think would be highly beneficial would 
be a round table discussion at this and following meetings. Very 
few State Conventions can boast of the Nationally known men en-. 
gaged in the fire service of America. There is hardly any fire 
problem any city or town can have which if discussed at this 
meeting would not receive intelligent handling. 


I wonder if you fully realize that this Convention contains a 
former President of the National Firemen’s Association, the Presi- 
dent of the Fire Marshall’s Asso., of America, the Secretary of the 
Fire Marshall’s Asso., Vice-President of the Insurance Commis- 
sioner’s Asso., of America, the former Chairman of the Exhibit 
Committee of the International Association of Fire Engineers, the 
Chairman of the Fire Department Co-operative Committee of the 
National Fire Protection Association, a member of the Joint Com- 
mictee American Water Works Asso., and Fire Chief’s Asso., 
three State Vice-Presidents of International Association of Fire 
Engineers and several others Nationally known as Fire Engine- 
ers. 

Chief Whitener of our Association is to make one of the princi- 
pal addresses before the International Association at Louisville 
in October, 


‘Let’s by all-means use our own talent from our own members, 
recognized leaders throughout the country. 


I have not made any suggestions in regard to the Firemen’s 
Insurance Fund, this matter, in all probability, forming the bulk 
of the report of your worthy Secretary. It is, however, a great 
pleasure to me to know from a recent Insurance Department re- 
port that the Fraternal Insurance Feature of our Association is 
in fine shape, and you are to be congratulated on the splendid re- 
marks made in behalf of your Secretary, who I know has given 
unstintedly of his time during the whole year in behalf of this 
line of our work. Many of the suggestions contained in the re- 
port are, I believe, well worthy of your consideration, and I know 
our interests will be the interest of the Insurance Commissioner, 


who has at all times been a champion and interested helper in our 
behalf. 


In conclusion I desire to express my heartfelt gratitude to the 
officers and members of the Association for the courtesies shown 
and co-operation given. At no time during my tenure of office 
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have I made an appeal, and some of these have called for sac- 
rifices, which has not been responded to with pleasure and dis- 
patch. 

It has indeed been a pleasure to have served you and I assure 
each and every one of you that so long as I may live there will 
always be that tender spot in my pa for the North Carolina 
Firemen’s Association. 


Frank W. Bennett, 
President N. C. F. A, 


President Bennett: 


Gentlemen, you have heard the report of your President. What 
is your pleasure as to what shall be done with it? 


Motion made and seconded that the President’s report be accept- 
ed, and made a part of the minutes of this meeing. Motion adopt- 


ed. 


President Bennett: 


I would like to say to you, gentlemen, that if you see any- 
thing worthy of your attention which you think should be carried 
further that I suggest that a committee be appointed to go into it 
and see if there is anything worth while to be carried on. One 
of the things in which I am interested is to try to create an in- 
terest in the enlaging of our fire prevention apparatus. I am not 
interested in putting in a lot of fire alarm equipment, but that our 
firemen should test out fire preventive methods so as to enable 
us to have a smaller percentage of loss. To make the most of fire 
preventive work is my interest in making this report to you. 

Now, if there is no discussion, we will have the report of our 


Secretary. 


SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


To the Officers and Members of the North Carolna State Fire- 
men’s Association: 

Gentlemen: I herewith transmit to you my annual report as 
Secretary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1925, 


The membership consists of One hundred and sixty-nine organi- 
zations, in One hundred Six Cities and Towns as follows: 
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Albemarle, 
Andrews, Asheboro, 
Asheville, Ayden, Badin, 
Beaufort, Belhaven, Benson, Biltmore, 

Black Mountain, Brevard, Bryson City, Burlington, 
Canton, Carthage, Chapel Hill, Charlotte, Cherryville 
Clinton, Concord, Dunn, Durham, East Spencer, Edenton, Elizabeth 
City, Elm City, Enfield, Fairmont, Farmville, Fayetteville, Forest 
City, Franklinton, Fremont, Gastonia, Gibsonville, Goldsboro, 
Graham, Greensboro, Greenville, Hamlet, Henderson, Henderson- 
ville, Hickory, High Point, Kannapolis, Kernsville, Kings Moun- 
tain, Kinston, Kenilworth, LaGrange, Lauringburg, Leaksville, 
Lenoir, Lexington, Lillington, Littleton, Lincolnton, . Louisburg, 
Lumberton, Maiden, Marion, Maxton, Mebane, Monroe, Moores- 
ville, Morehead City, Morganton, Murphy, Mount Airy, Mount 
Olive, New Bern, Newton, North Wilkesboro, Oteen, Oxford, Ra- 
leigh, Red Springs, Reidsville, Roanoke Rapids, Rockingham, 
Rocky Mount, Rowland, Roxboro, Salisbury, Sanford, 
Selma, Shelby, Smithfield, Southern Pines, South- 
port, Spencer, Spencer (Shop,) Statesville, 

Tarboro, Thomasville, Wadesboro, Wake 
Forest, Warrenton, Washington, 

Weaverville, Waynesville, Wendell, 

Wilmington, Wilson, Winston- 

Salem, Zebulon 
1924, 


Warrants issued on the General Fund during the year amount- 
ing to $3,096.34 are as follows: 


July 17—Styron, C. W., Statistician, Salary for 1 year.... $ 75.00 
Horney, A. B. Chief, Entertaining Convention 500.00 
30—Foister, Jno. L., President, Salary, Expenses 
to High Point, Expenses attending conven- 


tion, Telephone and Expense Reel ........................ 59.87 
Aug. 1—Bennett, F. W., President, Expenses to 1924 
Convention 2) 4oy 2c ocho Ripe eee ee an 30.00 
Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, Starting races and 
Expenses to Convention’. <2)... a eee 49.35 
2—Farrar, Jno. C., Treasurer, one-fourth of 5% 
Relief; Fundy 7.1. 2 a ee Pa 3898.39 


6—Jacobs, Miss Hilda, Stenographer, Reporting 
convention 1924 and expenses to and from 
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POTIV'ENEION 212 a sone ee ie ae 87.97 
11—Moore Jno. C., Two binders for Secretarys’ 
GIT Cee es rele odd ee ea 7.28 


16—Schnibben, Chas., Treasurer, Expenses to Executive 
Committee meeting, Expenses to 1924 convention 


Stationary and. postage. 2) montis se ee 62.71 
Sept. 5—Styron, C. W., Statistician, Expenses to 1924 con- 
vention and Stenographic work ...................-.....-.. 44,90 
8—Lord & Meares, Premium on Treasurer’s bond .... 37.50 
15—Bennett, F. W., President, Salary for quarter 
ending Sept: 30k GAA gee eee eee ee eee 52.08 
Schnibben, Chas., Treasurer, Salary for quarter 
ending Sept. 30, 1924 | er eee ean oe eee 50.00 


Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, Salary for quarter 
ending Sept. 30, 1924, telegrams, files and 


BIOSEAQES | 7 -2225-ds5-s hed. acest Sie ae ene te eg 192.02 
20—The Concord Times, Printing 500 copies of 
proceedings of 1924 convention 112 pages ............ 232.00 
Oct. 7—Concord Job Printery, 1,500 Envelopes 200 
circular letters... 2 3 eee 15.25 
Nov. 6—Concord Job Printery, 1000 reports 150 
circular: letters: -.c:o.-f.-28 eae ee 12:09 


12—-Horney, A. B., lst Vice-President, Expenses to 
Executive Committee meeting, Raleigh, Oct. 


gon BS 22s Rina Beceem Rte ana Weer ene E nN Th 5.00 
15—Southern Loan & Trust Co., One fireproof safe 
for Secretary's OfTC@ 2zcccesercnceeeaeeeee eet eee eee 169.00 


19—Miller, Jno. L., Secretary Expenses to Executive 
Committee meeting, Raleigh Sept. 18, and Oct. 


16, 1924 one einen ee eececee eee ec ene eee cette ce ete eet tte ettetecensees 46.00 
Dec. 15—-Concord Job Printery, 1000 letter heads, 500 

file cards and 100 markersye:.23- 2-0 eee 14.75 

Schnibben, Chas., Treasurer, Expenses to Execu- 

tive Committee meeting Raleigh, Oct. 16, 1924... 18.54 

Bennett, F. W., President, Salary for quarter 

ending Dec. 31, 1924 -......-----..-----------ceeeteeeteeee 62.50 

Schnibben, Chas., Treasurer, salary for quarter 

ending Dec. 31, 1924 --...--.--------------esc-eeceeeeeeee eee 50.00 

Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, Salary for quarter 

ending Dec. 31, 1924 and postage -.......-.-.-----...---- 155.00 

1925 . 


Jan. 4—Bennett, F. W., President, Expenses to Raleigh 
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and Concord, Telephone calls and Telegrams........ TS-DE 
Feb. 3—Horney, A. B., 1st Vice-President, Expenses to 
Concord and Raleigh} .i22). 22 aU ae oe eee 13.00: 
The Concord Times, Printing 100 copies 4 
pages By-Laws ands LOO lettérs 52s ees 13.00 
5—Roll, Fred, Florist, Design for R. P. naswes 
77 Chapel” Hills 2.00.47 Ree eal eee ere eee 10.00 
22—McNeill, Jas. D., Expenses of three trips to 
Raleigh 9 days, member Legislative Committee... 67.60: 
26—Garner,, F. A., Florist, Design forB. M. Register 
Kinston foto) en aL a ee a a 10.00 
27—Palmer, W. H., Expenses to Raleigh, Legislative 
Committee ene. 1 salsa Ae ee SRS te a 34.46 
28—Foister, Jno. L., Expenses to Raleigh, Meubee 
Legislative Contes catoe Base, goes BRAMAN eas nals 3.40 


March 4—Miller, Jno, L. Secretary, Expenses to Raleigh 
1-26 and 3-1, 1925, Ledger, Copy of bill, Tele- 


grams and Telephone? 37ers 100.37 
5—Styron, C. W., Statistician, mepsnins to Executive 

Committee messin Raleigh, Jar.( 261925 2a! 18.34 
10.—Bennett, F. W., President, Expenses to Executive 

Committee meeting and Telephone charges .......... 21.30 


15—Kesler, J. C., Chairman Legislative Committee, 
Expenses and Telegrams while attending 1925 


TBeprisla tape 7 ere omen een Ana uh nee ooo md 2 SRE ET 89.61 

MeNeill, Jas. D., Expenses leprae Com- 

mittee, Raleigh sd ee ee an eee gee 11.20 
19—Pettner, Florist, Design for F. L. Stuttz _........ 10.00 
20—Bennett, Frank W., President, Salary for quarter 

ending. Marchidl+i192bi seni, eee ene pn 62.50 

Schnibben, Chas., Treasurer, Salary for quarter 

ending’) March’31, 192502 2s) ten ee eee 50.00 

Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, Salary for quarter 

ending Marehisihel925 aap sie, oe epee eR 150.00 
30—Conecord Job Printery, 1000 envelopes, 1000 

4 page folder and’250 4nsert) 22... 0s ee 17.00 

May 1—Bennett, Frank W., President, Telephone calls 

February ands Marche) 2s) ae areata 10.05 
18—Lord & Meares, Permium on Treasurer’s bond 

($5,000.00) 5 2A Sak eG ne a Seyi Be 25.00 


21—Rehder, Will, Florist, Design fro J. H. Litgen.... 10.00 
June he ety Frank W., ‘Pyenaene Expenses to and 
from Asheville, Aicatonne gor 1925 convention 
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Bren ournament jc nate feel NS es ee es Reem 32.95 
6—Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, Expenses to and from 
Asheville and Burilngton, Telegrams and 


Telephone) is) Haus dhs oes Ee ee ie ee Rega 70.44 
20—Bennett, Frank W., President, Salary for quarter 
ending June 30.1925), <Musieeen sleet ee Gyn e 62.50 
Schnibben, Chas., Treasurer, Salary for quarter 
ending, June), 30,71920).5 tee eel Care ae 50.00 
Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, Salary for quarter 
ending June, 30,1925 1... spe! ee or eee 150.00 
Less Treasurer’s Salary 1 year....$200.00 $3,528.34 
Less Printing Minutes 1924 ....... 232.00 . 432.00 
Total expenditures fons year pees oe ere $3,096.34 
1924 


Warrants have been issued on the Relief Fund, during the year, 
amounting to $1,784.00 as follows: 
Aug. 2—Swinson, B. J., Charlotte, Old Fireman and in 
destitute circumstances. By Order of the 1924 


Gonvention ©... = 2 ee ee ere 100.00 
11—-Idding, W. R., East Spencer, Injury in contest 
L9Z4% Tournament | ci, eter eee eee ee saa 84.00 
Dec. 26—Housel, R. P., Kannapolis, Injury, Arm broken at : 
Fire Oct-30) L924: pie ieee ea eee eee ene eeemee 160.00 
31—Head, James A., Accident of Dec. 4, 1924 _.._..... 104.00 
1925 
Apr. 8—Fulp, Chas. W., Statesville, By Action of the 
1924 Convention. 4.2.2 Sees ee ree 400,00 
15— Hill, J. F., Badin, Injury Pebi 1 1lmo2b See 104.00 
June 17—Fulp, Chas. W., Statesville, By action of the 1924 
Convention. &..cccss2s-cectss eee ee 400.00 
27—General Fund, Treasurer’s salary 1 year ............ 200.00 


General Fund, Printing minutes 1924 convention 232.00 


Total expenditures for year ............--...--- $1,784.00 


We have collected during the year the following amounts from 
the per-capita tax, and the five per cent on the relief fund. 


Bc thts 
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Per-Capita Relief Fund 
1924 1925 1923 
July 12—Mofit, E.;G., (Sanford. n: 7.59 
Earnhardt, S. A., E. Spencer. 2.50 
Brown, W. A., Salisbury.......... 29.35 
Wade, Marvin, Dunn................ 19.01 
J4-= Barrett. Gs Kinston eee 26.57 
26—Womack, Francis, Reidsville.. 13.91 
Arthur, G. L., Morehead City 4,49 
Gilesa G-eW -. eMarion2eueeee 5.70 
Foy, E. C.,, Mount Airy... 15.86 
Shuford, Jas. A., Lincolnton... 7.28 
Wootten, W. P., Hickory...... 1.50 
Kissiah, His C., Charlottes 1.50 
Williamson, G. H., Fayetteville 28.46 
Aug. 5—Wallace, M. M., Charlotte...... 50 
Snuth) 0B. Raleigi eer 50 
14—-Spence, E. R., Elizabeth City 23.05 
Walton, W. E., Morganton.... 10.52 
Kissiah, H. C., Charlotte........ 1.00 
Alexander, A. H., Hickory... 50 
29—Ruffin, Wm. H., Louisburg........ 8.08 
Sugg, A. M., Spencer................ 4.03 
Sept 16—Moseley, J. N., Littleton... 5.00 
25—Kerlee, H. A., Black Mt......... 50 
Oct. 27—Wilfong, W. D., Hickory.......... 1.00 
Norris, W. C., Spencer (Shop) 50 
Nov. 7—Holmes, Jno. H., Winston-Salem | .50 
14—-Wilfong, W. D., Hickory........ 50 
Clarke, E. L., Greensboro........ 50 
17—Suttles, Mrs., Shelby...............- 11.68 
18—Teague, R. E., Greensboro........ 50 
Dec. 16—Leavitt, C. F., Carthage.......... 7.50 
Clarke, E. L. Greensboro....... ? 2.50 
17—Floyd, O. I., Fairmont............ 6.00 
Adams, J. F., Leaksville.......... 3.00 
22—Kissaih, H. C., Charlotte........ 29.00 
McCluer, Jas. H., Washington 39.00 
Barrow, W. W., Clinton.......... 10.50 
McGlohon, L. G. C., Ayden... 9.50 
Godbey, L. C., Thomasville... 8.50 
22—Nissen, H. E., Winston-Salem 28.00 


Thompson, W. E., Graham.... 11.00 


Jan. 
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Russell, J. P., Lumberton........ 
Smith, MH! B., Raleigh. 
24——Dixon, H, O,, Benson. 
26—Cannada, B. C., Durham........ ; 
Spires, E. W., Edenton............ 
29—Earnhardt, S. A., E. Spencer 
Earnhardt, S. A., E. Spencer 
Teague, R. E., Greensboro.... 
Ingraham, C. H., Greensboro.. 
Thompson, W. H., Winston-Salem 
Miller’ C..i4,7Concord2 aes 
30—Deaton, H. P., Mooresville...... 
31—Woollen, J. W., Kernsville...... 
Dilling, C. W., Kings Mountain 
ate J): H:) Cantons. 2a 
Guthrie, H. C. B., Greensboro 


1925 


Williams, A. H. O., Oxford...... 
1—Shuford, Jas. A., Lincolnton.... 
Kesler, J, C., Salisbury..222 
Alexander, A. H. Hickory...... 
Burns, I. M., Cherryville........ 
Garrison, J. M., Weaverville 
Miller, Chas. D., Black Mt..... 
Adams, J. F., Leaksville........ 
Pugh, W. M., New Bern........ 
2-Walsh, W. R., Monroe.............. 
Stoner, T. W., High Point........ 
Crowell, C. W., Spencer.......... 


Schnibben, Chas., Wilmington 
Fitzgerald, J. C., Asheville.... 


Summerlin, G. E., Mount Olive 

Linker, H. L. Greensboro........ : 
3 Clarke, E. L., Greensboro........ 

Wallace, M. M., Charlotte... 

Wyche, T. E., Albemarle........ 

Logan, C. G., Waynesville... 
5—Welch, J. N., Bryson City-...... 

Ray, Jas. F., Oteen............------ 
6—Barnhill, G. S., Fayetteville.. 


25 


Relief Fund © 


1925 
7.50 
34.00 
6.00 
23.50 
10.00 
12.00 


11.00 
10.00 
18.50 
14.50 
19.50 


9.00 
7.00 


11.50 
9.00 


10.00 
7.00 
22.00 
24.00 
7.50 
9.00 
25.00 
11.00 
24.50 
9.50 
27.00 
11.50 


25.00 
44.00 


13.50 
7.50 


6.00 


50 
10.50 
8.00 
12.50 
6.00 
25.00 


1923 


27 


£6 


Feb. 
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Per-Capita 
1924 

Schnibben, Chas., Wilmington 

8.—Crutchfield, J. G., Asheboro.. 

warrett. Ca iy -Andrewsse fs 

Westbrook, R. L., Greensboro... 

Gunter, C. L., Santords22).2: 

Norris, W. C., Spencer. (shop) 

Earnhardt, S. A., E. Spencer 

Holmes, Jno. H., Winston-Salem 

9—-Shirley, G. M., Farmville........ 

Stine) Ia.h's duenoite. pes ae eee 

Halked id) Graham ieee 

Smith Lai. Concordive se. 

Duval, R. L., New Bern..._...... 
12—-Weaver, F. O., Reidsville........ 

C. F. Dept., Louisburg............ 

McMahan, E. L., Badin........ 

Miller, Chas D. Black Mt......... 

13—W oodward, C. F., Andrews... 
14—Giles, G. W., Marion.................. 

Struthers, D. L., Gastonia... 

River, L. D., Wadesboro........ 
15.—Holmes, Jno. H., Winston-Salem 
16—Miller, Chas, D., Black Mt..... 
17—Allen, B. W., Winston-Salem. 
19—Magee, J. A., Winston-Salem... 
23—Boon, W. G., Gibsonville.......... 
24—-Harris, Chas. C., Rocky Mount 
26—Smith, E. B., Raleigh 
31—Jeffreys, Mr., Selma................. 

Lynch, J. Walter, Mebane........ 

Pearsall) Sve sD inal eee eee 
4—-Adams, J. J., Henderson...........- 

5—Moore, W. D., Tarboro...........- 
7-—Smiith, E..B., Raleighie ae 
10—Haskins, F. A., Greenville... 
11—Holmes, J. H., Winston-Salem 
12—McCollum, I. F., Hamlet 
13——Poole, J. T., Forest City._........ 
18—Crumpler, C. O., Greensboro 
19——Steed, A. J:, Maxton. 2s18...2 
21—-Norris, W. C., Spencer (Shop) 


Relief Fund 


1925 
50 
13.00 
6.00 
10.00 
8.00 
27.00 
1.00 
50 
9.50 
13.50 
5.00 
6.00 
50 
8.50 
13.50 
20.50 
1.00 
1.00 
9.50 
9.50 
10.00 
50 
50 
50 
1.00 
11.00 
28.00 
50 


6.00 
8.50 
12.50 
13.00 
1.00 
12.00 
50 
8.50 
6.00 
1.50 
7.00 
50 


1923 


4.44 


Per-Capita 


Earnhardt, S. A., E. Spencer.. 
Dodd, G. R., Belhaven............ 
22.—Tate, R. W., Southern Pines 
25—Andrews, R. C., Chapel Hill.... 


Beotke Wy Eli, is SLO seeaeeee He 


Graham, Ernest, Red Springs 
27—Lewis, Jno. G., Statesville... 
28.—Spivey, O. B., Wendell............ 

March 4—Yelverton, L., Goldsboro........ 
Hamrick, B, O., Shelby............ 
Holmes, J. H., Winston-Salem 

5—Ross, Fred W., Morganton........ 
Query, J. Sam, Kannapolis... 
6—Coock, J. R., Franklinton........ 
Hood, H. W., Southport...2...-.. 
Kerlee, H. A., Black Mountain 
G—Keever, R. L., Maiden... 2. 
Patterson, J. R., High Point... 
S-Haupt,-R. H., Goncord: 2. 
10—Fitzgerald, J. C., Asheville... 
19-—Rufiin, A. - A; W isons 2 
25—Clarke, E. L., Greensboro....-... 
Steele, S. W., Rockingham... 
Steele, S. W., Rockingham.... 
Pierson, S.,.. Enfields2 2a 
Russell, L.-C., Albemarle........ 
Hartsell, L. T., Concord.......... 
26—Broomfield, J. S., Brevard.......- 
Pope, R. L., Thomasville......... 
Crumpler, C. O., Greensboro... 
27-_Whitley, R. C., New Bern........ 
Jennings, R. M., Elizabeth City 
28—Holt, W. N., Smithfield............ 
20-—Taylor, We He, Beaufort... 
Harris, Chas. C., Rocky Mount 

April 4—Bishop, F’. M., Belhaven........... 

6—Lynch, J. W., Mebane............ 
7—Lindsey, C. W., Oteen......-..-.--- 
8—Hood, H. W., Southport...._.....- 

Lynch, J. W., Mebane........-.---- 
11—-Shelton, C. A., Mount Airy.... 
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1924 


27 


Relief Fund 


1925 


1.00 
9.00 
13.00 
12.00 
21.00 
13.00 
19.50 
8.50 
15.50 
9.00 
1.00 
12.50 
10.50 
13.00 
50 
50 
7.50 
50 
7.00 
-50 
15.00 


11.00 


6.50 


50 


13.00 


2.50 
1.50 
11.00 
50 
9.00 


1923 


92.02 


10.24 
5.31 
8.52 

17.a4 


9.94 
28.81 
11.89 

2.24 


36.54 
2.43 


“May 


June 
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Per-Capita 
1924 
Seiger, L. R., Hendersonville 
13—Holmes, J. H., Winston-Salem 
15—Clarke, E. L., Greensboro........ 
18—Edwards, J. P., Gibsonville.... 
20—Ashton, J. Lang, Biltmore...... 
Woodward, C. F., Andrews.... 
27—Barbery, G. F., Clinton._......_... 
Pugh, W. M., New Bern.......... 
Miller, Chas. D., Black Mt..... 
Foister, Jno, L., Chapel Hill 
1—McCallum, W. D., Rowland... 
Thompson, W. H., Winston-Salem 
4—-Howe, Jas. G., Southport........ 
5—Westbrook, R. L., Greensboro.... 
Welch, J; N. Bryson ‘City. 
13—Ashton, J. Lang, Biltmore...... 
15—Holt, W. N., Smithfield.......... 
Arrington, T. M., Wake Forest 
18—Norris, W. C., Spencer (Shop) 
21—Wilfong, W. D., Hickory........ 
27—Moseley, J. N., Littleton_...... 
Lindsey, C. W., Oteen............ 
4—Smith, L. W., New Bern........ 
Cannaday BS CG.) Durhanie. 
Crutchfield, J. G., Asheboro.... 
Thompson, W. H., Winston-Salem 
Powers, Otis, Hendersonville 
10—Thompson, W. H., Winston-Salem 
11—Kissiah, H. C., Charlotte........ 
17—Lewis, Jno, G., Statesville 
22—Jeffreys, Mr., Selma................ 
Thompson, W. H., Winston-Salem 
Smith wi. BD. Raleigh sees 
24—Kesler, J. C., Salisbury... 
Norris, W. C., Spencer (Shop) 
29——Welch, J. N., Bryson’ City. 


Total collections 
ColumiSNow2'2. eae 1,323.00 
Column Not G7 eee 470.74 


Relief Fund 


1925 


50 
50 


1.50 
50 
10.00 
12.00 
50 
1.09 
7.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
3.00 
2.00 
8.00 
50 
2.00 
1.50 
7.00 
1.00 
50 
1.00 
50 
1.50 


Boned 20.50 1,323.00 


1923 
13.90 
1.62 


2.44 
5.95 


1.49 
1,00 


470,74 


1,814.24 


We hold treasurers’ receipts for the above amount of Eighteen 


hundred fourteen and 24/100 dollars. 


($1,814.24.) 
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“ 


FIREMEN’S FRATERNAL INSURANCE FUND OF 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


RECEIPTS Mortuary Fund General Fund 
(OD) $ 373.68 
June 30, 1924 to June 30, 1925 $18,938.00 1,913.80 
DISBURSEMENTS 
1924 


Sept. 3—Moser, Jno. F., Father of 
Farl M. Moser, Deceased 


Statesvilles-: es seen ee 1,000.00 
5—Wade, Stacy W., License and 

GOS 21 5.5 Sapa ee 58.00 
15—Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, 

Salary. om VLOn Gh ssa nee 75.00 


Walker, Mrs. Winnie M., Wife 
of Chas. D. Walker, Deceased 
BG ne CON! ==... eee ee es 1,000.00 
27—Colvin, J. P., Father of Jno. 
K. Colvin. Deceased, Asheville 1,000.00 
Cct. 1€—Pickett, Mrs. Mary, Mother of 
R. G. Pickett, Deacesd, High 
Point. 2c: Ad eee eee 1,000.00 
Allred, Mrs. Della, Wife of S. 
E. Allred, Deaceased, Win- 
ston-Salem 270s saver eee 1,009.00 
17—Brannock, Mrs. Carry ., Wite 
of B. B. Brannock, Deceased, 
Mount Airy)... eee 1,000.00 
Dec. 15—Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, 
Salary 3 months, Telegrams 
and: Postage =. === aan 99.66 
24-Walker, Mrs. Alice J., Wife 
of J. A. Walker, Deceased, 
Statesvillel ee 1,000.00 
31—Gordan, A. G., & Co., Winston- 
Salem, Ledger for Secretary’s 
COL bi (cl ea MC ee se mS 43.00 


Nov. 10 


1925 
Jan. 6—Adams, Mrs. Ida W., Wife of 


Geo. F. Adams, Deceased, 
Black Mountain 3 1,000.00 
Feb. 17—Prince, Mrs. C. C., Wife of 
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James H. Prince, Deceased, 
CEE CENSDOLO sek eee Az ee betes 
27—Wade, Stacy W., Insurance 
Commissioner, Solicitors license 
President and Secretary .........-.. 
28—Hendrix, J. W., (P-A) Install- 
ing set books in Secretary’s 
LETC OAC ee ere tees eee Whe We aes see 
Mar. 10—Andrews, Mrs. Relie C., Wife 
of R. P. Andrews, Deceased, 
Mplrapel EVILS whi, tae recat tee 
19—Wade, Stacy W., Insurance 
Commissioner License and Fees 
30—Concord Job Printery, 1000 
Application blanks, 100 enve- 
JOD ES) ies a a ee 
Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, 
Salary for 3 months to March 
Oy SL ODD ices todo eee Greate moana 
April 15—Stuttz, Mrs. Hattie Lee, Wife 
of F. L. Stuttz, Deceased, 
Charlotte tiie it iio nace ne nee 
May 18—Lord & Meares, Premium on 
Treasurer’s Bond $10,000.00 -... 
June 6—Collins, Miss Ivie, Sister of 
L. J. Collins, Deceased, Leaks- 
Wille ib.2 8 20 iat ee eee Bad nee 
Saunders, Mrs. Ethel M., Wife 
of G. C. Saunders, Deceased, 
Wainston= Sal emis. eee 
Litgen, Mrs. Dora, Wife of 
J. H. Litgen, Deceased, Wil- 
MINE CON) % Lae el es ese pe 
June 20—Miller, Jno. L., Secretary, 
Salary for quarter ending 
dunersOp 1925 Bess eee 


1,000.00 
10.00 
60.00 


1,000.00 


58.00 
14.50 
75.00 


1,000.00 


30.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 


75.00 


14,000.00 $598.16 


30—BALANCE 


Balance 


4,938.00 941.96 
3,805.00 


Reh ed Ghee oes eee he «8 $8,743.00 941.96 


For a more detailed report of the Firemen’s Fraternal In- 
surance Fund of North Carolina, We, respectfully refer you to the 
examination and audit hereto attached by Messrs, Bronson and 
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Kurfees from the Insurance Commissioner’s office, dated June 
30th, 1925. 


July 10th, 1925. 
Mr. John L. Miller, 


Concord, N. C. 


Dear Mr. Miller: 

I am enclosing you two copies of a recent examination of the 
Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund, and I trust that you will 
arrange at your forthcoming convention of the Firemen’s Asso- 
tion, which is to be held in Asheville, to discuss the recommenda- 
tions made by our examiners. ; 

I want to take this occasion to congratulate you upon the manner 
in which your records have been, kept, and to sincerely thank you 
for the assistance you rendered while this report was being 
made, 

As requested by you a few days ago, I expect to bring to 
Asheville with me some suggested amendments to your present by- 
laws, which I trust will be considered by your Executive Com- 
mittee and Directors. 

I trust that this examination will be of benefit to your fraternity 
and with best wishes, I am, 

Very truly your friend, 
STACEY W. WADE, 
Insurance Commissioner. 
Raleigh, N. C. July 9th, 1925. 


Hon. Stacey W. Wade, 
Insurance Commissioner, 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Sir: gem 

Acting under your instructions, we have made an examination 
into. the condition and affairs of the 

FIREMEN’S FRATERNAL INSURANCE FUND 
of the 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
of 
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA. 


The report thereon follows: 


SCOPE OF EXAMINATION 
This is the first examination of this Fund made by examiners 
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from the Insurance Department. The annual statement as of 
December 31st, 1924, filed with the Insurance Department, shows 
the income and disbursements of the Fund since organization with 
the Assets as of December 31st, 1924. This statement was check- 
ed to the records of the Fund and found to agree. This examina- 
tion covers the records of the Secretary only, said records show 
that all monies belonging to the Fund had been turned over to 
the Treasurer at Wilmington at or before June 30th, 1925. The 
records were found to contain a correct account of the income 
and disbursements, but the proper division of these accounts 
necessary to get up the report to the Firemen’s Association or the 
Insurance Department for any one year had not been made. The 
books were balanced as of June 30th, 1925 and instructions given 
for the balance and division of accounts each six months so that 
the necessary reports may be easily obtained and checked to the 
records of the Fund. 

A financial statement has been made showing gross income and 
disbursements since organization and in detail for the twelve 
months ending June 30th, 1925, together with Assets and Liabili- 
ties as of that date. 


HISTORY AND ORGANIZATION 

The Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund of North Carolina was 
organized in December 1921, and commenced business in February 
oi the following year. It was organized as a department of the 
North Carolina State Firemen’s Association for the purpose of 
conducting a mutal insurance business. 

“The objects for which this corporation is formed is to establish 
and carry on a Fraternal benefit fund for the purpose of making 
provision for the payment of a benefit in case of death of its 
members as result of disease, accident, or old age, and is or- 
ganized for the sole benefit of its members and their beneficiaries 
and designated in the insurance laws as Fraternal Orders.” 

“Its membership shall be limited to the members of the North 
Carolina State Firemen’s Association, who are in good standing, 
including dues paid to the body, and expulsion, suspension or dis- 
mission from the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association shall 
forfeit all right or benefits in this fund.” 

A certificate of membership is issued to each new member who 
pays $2.20 representing two assessments paid in advance. Upon 
the death of a member an assessment of $1.10 is levied upon each 
member; $1.00 of which is placed in the Mortuary Fund and 10 
cents in the expense fund. The constitution and by-laws state 
that “there shall be levied as many assessments as there shall be 
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death of members.” It is states that $250.00 be sent immediately 
upon receiving satisfactory notice of the death of a member and 
the balance collected upon the assessment within sixty days but 
not exceeding a total of $1,000.00. 

Notice of assessments are sent the Secretary of the local Fire 
Departments in each town and he collects from the individual mem- 
bers in his Department and remits to the Secretary of the Fund. 

The Fund has a membership of around 1,500. 

The following schedule shows the collections according to assess- 
ments since organization. Out of the twenty-one assessments in 
schedule two are collected when member joins which leaves nine- 
teen actual deaths, of which one was paid out of Surplus and one 
death having recently occurred the notice of assessment had not 
been sent out at date of this examination. 


SCHEDULE OF ASSESSMENTS 
No. Date Made Mortuary Expense' Total 


ier. When joining $3,640.00 $364.00 $4,004.00 
3 Jan. 25, 1923 856,00 85.60 941.60 
4 Nov. 10, 1923 1,115.00 111.50 1,226.50 
5 April 12, 1924 1,231.00 P237h0 1,354.10 
6 June 12, 1924 1,385.00 138.50 1,523.50 
| July 15, 1924 1,441.00 144,10 1,585.10 
8 Aug. 20, 1924 1,446.00 144.60 1,590.60 
9 Aug. 30, 1924 1,412.00 141.20 1,553.20 
10 Sept. 12, 1924 1,426.00 142.60 1,568.60 
11 Oct. 10, 1924 1,435.00 143.50 1,578.50 
12 Oct. 10, 1924 1,486.00 143.60 1,579.60 
13 Nov. 24, 1924 1,452.00 145.20 1,597.20 

14 Dec. 1924 Paid out of Surplus 
15 Jan. 10, 1925 1,458.00 145.80 1,603.80 
16 Jan. 10, 1925 1,453.00 145.30 1,598:30 
17 Feb. 12, 1925 1,490.00 149.00 1,639.00 
18 April 28, 1925 1,310.00 131.00 1,441,00 
19 April 28, 1925 1,310.00 131.00 1,441.00 
29 April 28, 1925 1,303.00 130.30 1,433.30 
Totals 32a $26,599.00 2,659.90 $29,258.90 


There is a small income from members other than the regular 
assessments, because of a charge being made of $1.00 for each 
change of beneficiary or lost certificate which is credited to the 
expense fund. j 

oe by-laws provide that “the officers of the Firemen’s Fraternal 
Insurance Fund shall be the Executive officers of the North Caro- 


ee 
lina Firemen’s Association. 
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OFFICERS 
President F. W. Bennett Durham, N. C. 
Secretary Jno. L. Miller Concord, N. C. 
Treasurer C. Schnibben Wilmington, N. C. 
DIRECTORS 


James H. Wood 

Jno. L. Foister 

Charles Schnibben 

R. E. Currier 

Jno. L. Miller 

The financial statement included herein shows the gross income 

and disbursements since organization and in detail for the 12 
months ending June 30th, 1925 and the assets and liabilities exist- 
ing as of June 30th, 1925 according to the records of the Secre- 
tary. 


Income from members since organization December 
9, 1921 to June 30, which we date of last 
feport tor Association). loots hall iy Wee eee eee $8,698.50 


Interest on investments to June 30, 1 OD Anse reel Sakata sere eae 129.08 
Total..Jncome.toy June 3001024 Waves aie ee een ie eae 8,827.58 
All disbursements to June 80) 1924.) eae! Sonn eee 5,015.43 
Balance June 380, 1924 
In hands of Treasurer $3,560.40 
In hands of Secretary 251,75 3,812.15 
Mortuary Expenses Total 
Balance 6|30|24 $3,934.08 $121.93 $3,812.15 
INCOME 


Assessments from members $18,938.08 $1,662.05 $20,600.05 


Totals) 3 20 iy fo alle A aie eee el oe 22,872.08 1,540.12 24,412.20 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Death 'Claims ey). eran ae 14,000.00 14,000.00 
Salary cot ecretary.2 o22 ieee 300.00 300.00 
inicenseia ndaice ss. eae 126.00 126.00 
Advertising, Printing and . 

Stationery paws estan ee are 57.50 57.50 
Postage and telegrams ................ 24.66 — 24.66 
Bond oi “Treasurers nee eee 30.00 30,00 
Installing set of books................ 60.00 60.00 

Total Disbursements ............ $14,000.00 598.16 14,598.16 


Balance Juné(30 1925 2 ee 8,872.08 941.96 9,814.04 
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(To the above balance must be added interest from invested 
funds in the hands of the Treasurer received during the last 
twelve months but not reported to the Secretary.) 


LEDGER ASSETS 
Berman it bank® 0.20! 600 ree $6,814.04 


Paid up Building and Loan Stock 
Carolina Bldg. & Loan Assoi- 


Giation Wilmington, N. ©. 2.2.4.2 3,000.00 
otal ‘Ledger Agsete.ci7 Gaus eae ih el Soa ee $9,814.04 
LIABILITIES 
Pe ommereine Occuring in June (1) oye See a ee ee 1,000 


COMMENTS ON FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Income and Disbursements 
These items were carefully checked and are usual in character 
and are self-explanatory. We have suggested that the stub of the 
receipt book be totaled at time deposits in bank are made there- 
fore providing a check between these receipts and bank deposits. 


ASSETS 

The records of the Secretary indicate that the funds in the 
hands of the Treasurer as of June 30th, 1925 which should in- 
elude check from Secretary received shortly after said date to be 
$9,814.04. To this amount must be added interest received by 
the Treasurer during the last twelve months. This report es- 
pecially covers the period from June 30th, 1924 to June 30th, 1925 
fox the benefit of the Secretary in making his report to the Fire- 
men’s Association. 

LIABILITIES 

The only liability on June 30th, 1925 appears to be one death 
claim which occurred just prior to that date and is therefore shown 
in the statement for the maximum amount of $1,000.00. 


GENERAL 


The accounts and records of the Secretary were found in good 
shape and appear to meet the needs of the Fund in making up 
the statements required providing certain instructions made by 
your examiners are carried out. 

We believe the Fund is fortunate in having Mr. Miller in charge 
of its records, for he is not only capable but deeply interested in 


the success of this Fund, and the service it can and is rendering 


its members. mM : ? 
Mr. Miller was reticent in giving his approval or disapproval 


regarding certain changes suggested by your examiners, but in 
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order to bring these suggestions which we believe are for the good 
of the organization before the officers of the Fund, we are making 
the following recommendations: 

1. That no increase be made in the benefits payable until a 
substantial reserve fund is built up and a valuation made showing 
the solvency of the Fund. 

2. That the necessary changes be made in the handling of death 

claims so that all approved claims may be paid immediately. The 
proper service is not being rendered unless check is received by 
the beneficiary when most needed, which in most cases is immedi- 
ately after the death of the insured. 
38. That the office of Secretary and the office of Treasurer be 
held by one and the same person. This would. help materially 
in the prompt payment of claims. It would centralize responsi- 
bility and record, therefore be a great help to your auditors and 
state examiners in checking up the accounts. With the Secretary 
properly bonded the assets of the Fund would be just as safe as 
they are at this time. 

4, That the salary of the Secretary-Treasurer be around $600.00, 
which appears reasonable compared with other like organiza- 
tions. 

5. That the Fund make a deposit with the Insurance Depart- 
ment as required by law. The Fund can well afford to make a 
deposit of $5,000.00 at this time, and increase it from time to 
time as its assets increase. 

6. That the by-laws be amended so as to contain the duties of 
the officers. In so doing provision should be made to help carry 
out recommendation No. 2 and also provide for the investment of 
the reserve funds. . 

7. In order to reduce the work of the Secretary as well as each 
member of the Fund, we suggest that the officers consider sending 
out assessment notices when two assessments are due. This is 
perfectly proper as each member has two assessments paid in ad- 
vance. 

8. A further reduction in the work of keeping the records of 
the Fund would be to allow the Secretary to credit 1|11th of all 
income from members to the Expense Fund and 10|11ths to the 
Mortuary Fund. This would not conflict with the by-laws but 
would result in 10|11ths of the fees from changing beneficiaries 
and lost policies going to the Mortuary Fund where at present it 
all goes to the Expense Fund. 

Respectfully submitted, 


H. P. BRONSON, Actuary 
J. W. KURFEE, Examiner. 
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Policies issued to June 30, 1925, beneficiaries under the policies 
and ages in classes of insured. 


Number policies issued to June 80, 1925 ....1,821 
Ages of Insured and number from 18 years 


BO 2s years oi Tee, os ae eae i ea ee 296 
ay GOO YEARS ee Le a oe ee eee ities eee 304 
BOMIGOR DD Ly ie vst ool i ae ee ee ee 328 
SOmCOw sO: - L220 aE Ske ed eee ee eae 281 
(08 eas eR ean eee A Ea Oy 192 
45 to 5 PFN os attic Sel ae aI ee 114 
EEO ey att ?S nL 2 Seta ae ase Re 89 
ESI ON te a 61 0 Mina Manama TRNAS Te Gok ce ee 40 
RSG. Oo STP SE I ea Sear es 18 
mento TO 25.7. De A eee re 10 
DE CO NO te i tl ne 3 
BROMIGO™ SQ. iF 2-) hele oe i ae ane ee Le S 
Number of and relation of beneficiaries. 
Bos Children’ ee Ss eee 43 
To) Sie rl ch gan RS eee OS ye te ee 50 
MeN OT HST ce) has Rae oe a ae ee ne 229 
AT: W ives i020... -l ko teeter ee 2 ee 1,225 
Moe Gister oka ect 28 eS Pe eee 30 
By Brother sso ee eee eee 16 
Tot sta tie hicks. Se ee ee 72 
Es 5 W al Ee een EE ey te Nt 5 
TP) IN 1@Ce@ sles lc ee ee 1 
To: Uncles 2 sce ace 1 
To ‘Grandmother 22... eee 2 
T'o /Stveethear tv. cc cies eee cae 2 
To, Mother-in=1ia We cscs econ ee ik ‘ 


Respectfully submitted, 
JNO. L. MILLER, Secretary. 


Chief Caldwell, Monroe: 


Gentlemen: There seems to be a little misunderstanding about 
taking in older members. Our company has some three or four 
men sixty to sixty-fiive years ald and we haven’t taken them in. As 
I understand it, it is up to the local company entirely. I want to 


know if this is correct. 


President Bennett: 
Chief Caldwell, that is up to your local department to decide 
among your own members. 
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Chief Caldwell: 


We have found that some of the other companies are taking in 
the older members. What is the sense of the Association as to 
this? 


Prsident Bennett: 


I think if they are good members that they are worthy to be- 
come members of this Association, There is no age limit. What 
we do in Durham, we call the Department together and talk it 
over with them. If they are members of our department and have 
served for five years and hold certificates of this Association they 
‘are entitled to the insurance. If your Department, as I under- 
stand it, should find that they are unworthy to become members 
of the Association it is your privilege to reject them. 


Secretary Miller: 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: There is one other report that 
I would like to make at this time. The law requires the treasurers 
of the local firemen’s relief fund to file an annual report showing 
the receipts and disbursements of the fund in your towns for 
each year. We are glad to report that we have sixty-eight of 
these reports on file now. We have about ten or fifteen which 
have not come in. These will be printed in the minutes. You 
might call that to the attention of your local treasurer, because 
this will be required in the future before you can get any of this 
money by legislative enactment. 


President Bennett: 
entlemen, you have heard the Secretary’s report, what shall 
we do with it? 


Motion made and seconded that the Secretary’s report be in- 
eorporated in the minutes and made a part thereof. Motion 
adopted by the Convention, 


President Bennett: 


I believe, gentlemen, that the next report in order is the report 


of the Treasurer. We, therefore, will now have the Treasurer’s 
report. 


Motion put before the Convention as to whether the Rvole of 
the Treasurer’s Report be read, or only the totals. Motion second- 


ed and by unanimous vote carried, that only the totals of this 
report be read. 


President Bennett: 
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Gentlemen, you have heard the Treasurer’s report, what is 
your pleasure as to it? 


Motion made and seconded that the Treasurer’s report be ac- 
cepted and incorporated in the minutes, and made a part there- 
of. Motion adopted. 


To the Officers and Members of the her ree aes State Fire- 
men’s Association. 


Gentlemen: » 


As your Treasurer, I beg to herewith hand you my annual re- 
port for the fiscal year, ending June 30th, 1925. 


GENERAL FUND | 

; Receipts 
eiero edo 24. Balance, an hand \....2.0 2255 age eae $5,118.78 

March 30, 1925, Received from Jno. L. Miller Secretary... 1,000.00 

June 17, 1925, Received from Stacey W. Wade, Insurance 


Commission ely: .p.47.-755seceeeee eae ee eee 1,612.88 
July 1, 1925, Received from Jno. L. Miller, Secretary ........ 500.00 
July 1, 1925, Transferred from Relief Fund, Treasurer’s 
SBLALY «oi xc.ln-e le ese ae ee 200.00 
Sly 1, 1925, Transferred from Relief Fund, Printing 
OF TOD4 MTU tes oss ite aera oe ee 232.00 
mesaly 1, 1925, Total. Interest for they years eee eee 599.08 
~ July 13, 1925, Received from John L. Miller, Secretary 314.24 
Total, Receipts 222.222 45 eee eee $9,576.98 
Disbursements 


Voucher 


1924 = No. 


July 21, 1 C. W. Styron, Statistician ... $ 75.00 


mead 27 ADB. sHorney, Ghief!. 2 500.00 
Aug. 3, 8 Jno. L. Foister, President... 59.87 
» 3 4 Frank W. Bennett, Ist Vice- 
President 2224. 2 30.00 
v 3, 5 Jno. L. Miller, Secretary... 49.35 
» 3 6 Jno. C. Farrar, Treas. 7 
Gol: F. (Ass'n... Seen 398.39 


Miss Hilda Jacobs, Steno- 


Pets (8 Jib. U- Moore, Corporation... 7.28 ie 
» 96, 9 Chas. Schnibben, Treasurer yard rg 
‘Sent. 8, 10 C. W. Styron, a pe ite 3 


aN 


os bn 


406 


11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 


19 


20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 


26 
27 


28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
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Wordac Mears. .1.:5.-fh.aee 37.50 
Frank W. Bennett, President 52.08 
Chas. Schnibben, Treasurer.. 50.00 
Jno. L. Miller, Secretary.....- 192.02 


InHemOOncorda Winnie ss== esse 232.00 
The Concord Job Printery.... 15.25 
The Concord Job Printery.... 12.00 
A. B. Horney, 1st Vice- 

Presidents. ce nen eee 5.00 
So. Loan & Trust Co., 

MREUSECCS fice ee aan 169.00 
Jno. L. Miller, Secretary........ 46.00 
The Concord Job Printery.... 14.75 
Chas. Schnibben Treasurer 13.54 


Frank W. Bennett, President 62.50 
Chas. Schnibben, Treasurer 50.00 


Jno. L. Miller, Secretary........ 155.00 
Frank W. Bennett, President 13.51 
A. B. Horney, Ist Vice- 

Presiden tiie ta. ee eee 13.00 
iEhe; Concord “limess.-22 ea. 13.00 
Urner Cy a amop Nee pee ere cena e 10.00 
base Lyn NECN Mette ee 67.60: 
E.UA. Garner & Cou.2..01..4... 10.00: 
Wiiskly Palmer... ee 34.46 
eLLO MM ehh OLS EG ees ene ere 3.40 
Jno. L. Miller, Secretary...... 100.37 
C. W. Styron, Statistician... 18,34 
Frank W. Bennett, President 21.30 
Outre Kesler. arse. el bed pee 89.61 
Jascis) McNett] 2) e475 eae L200 
Pettus: ilorists sexs... oan 10.00 
Frank W. Bennett, President 62.50 


Chas. Schnibben, Treasurer... 50,00 


Jno. L. Miller, Secretary...... 150.00 
The Concord Job Printery...... 17.00 
Frank W. Bennett, President 10.05 
Lordidra Wiles tometer re 25.00 
Wille Reh Geriiaree. 22 neo eran 10.00 
Frank W. Bennett, President 32.95 
Jno. L. Miller Secretary........ 70.44 
Frank W. Bennett, President 62.50 
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» 24, 50 Chas. Schnibben, Treasurer 50.00 


” 24, 51: Jno. L. Miller, Secretary........ 150.00 $3,528.34 
meio Balance on hand oo) ic ee ee 6,048.64 
Relief Fund 

1924 
Buys, Balance on hand_u.0t. $9,160.52 


Sept. 25, Annual State Appropriation.......... 1,875.00 $11,035.52 


Disbursements 
Voucher 
1924 No. 
Aug. 5, 1 B.J. Swinson, Charlotte........ $ 100.00 
” 18, 2 W.R. Iddings, East Spencer... 84.00 
1925 


Amount. Brought Wotward a... sa $11,035.52 
Jan. 1, 3 R&R. P. Hansel, Kannapolis... 160.00 
beats, 2 James A. Head, Oteen.......22 104.00 
Apl. 10, 5 Chief Chas. W. Fulp, 
Statesville..20 = eee 400.00 
eee wo- J. t. Hill; Badin gee 104.00 


June 29, 7 Chas. W. Fulp, Statesville... 400.00 
July 1, 8 Transferred to General Fund 200.00 


” 1, 9 Transferred to General Fund 232,00 $1,784.00 
Balance ‘on hand se eee $9,251.52 


Respectfully submitted, 
Chas, Schnibben, Treasurer. 


To the officers and Members of the Firemen’s Fraternal] In- 
surance Fund of the State of North Carolina: 


Gentlemen: 
I herewith transmit to you my fourth annual report, as your 
Treasurer, for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1925. 


Receipts 
July. 15, Balance.on hand 2.2.27 $3,560.40 
Sept. 5, Jno. L. Miller, Secretary, Check 1,000.00 
7 18, Jno. dn Miller, ay * 1,000.00 
4 30, Jno. L, Miller, i Re 1,000.00 
Oct. 18, Jno. L. Miller, Ag | 1,000.00 
Nov. 12, Jno. L. Miller, ie u 1,000.00 
” 19, Jno. L. Miller, - - 1,000.00 
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Dec. 1, Jno. L. Miller, i ae 2,000.00 
1925 
Jan. 8, Jno. L. Miller, ci * 1,000.00 
Hane L ointerest. tor Dates. cei execs 56.85 
” 27, Jno. L. Miller, Secretary, Check 1,457.20 
Feb. 19, Jno, L. Miller, ss R 1,000.00 
Meh said plnberes tite seers atesess cuace eee een 21.66 
” 138, Jno. L. Miller, Secretary, Check 1,000.00 
Apl. 17, Jno. L. Miller, 8 K 1,000.00 
May 16, Jno. L. Miller, a4 yy 2,000.00 
J TUNE ANTETeS tie te aly, ie ML eared 41.30 
ie 2, Jno. L. Miller, Secretary Check 2,000.00 
3 9, Jno. L. Miller, it! ye 1,000.00 
July 1, Jno. L. Miller, ¥ a 1,367.95 
Ltinterest 2.3 eee 83.33 
Disbursements 
Voucher 
1924 No. 
Sept. 5, 1 John F. Moser, Statesville $1,000.00 
” 8, 2 Hon. Stacey W. Wade, 
Insurance Commissionev.... 58.00 
” 17, #3 Jno. L. Miller, Secretary.... 75.00 
” 20, 4 Mrs. Winnie M. Walker, Bur- 
hington 2. eee eee 1,000.00 
Oct. 1, 5 Mr. J. P. Colvin, Asheville 1,000.00 
” 18, 6 Mrs. Mary Pickett, High 
POINT Acerca 1,000.00 
Nov. 12, 7 Mrs. Della Allred, Winston- 
Salem other oe ee eee 1,000.00 
” 19, 8 Mrs. Carrie L. Brannocks, 
Mt SALTY ee oS eee eiges 1,000.00 
Dec. 18, 9 Jno. L. Miller, Secretary.... 99.66 
” 30, 10 Mrs. Alice J. Walker, 
mtatesvilletscseuiseeae 1,000.00 
Voucher 
1925 No 
Jan.y4,7 11 7A. G.°Gordin, Come ae. 43.00 
” 8, 12 Mrs. Ida W. Adams, 
Black Mountain.......0.00.0..... 1,000.00 
Feb. 20, 13 Mrs. Catherine C. Prince, 


Greensboro.22.222 a. 1,000.00 


$24,588.69 
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Mch. 4, 14 Stacey W. Wade, 


Insurance Comissionet...... 10.00 
Seen lbY ISW. Hendrix.s22020. 22 08 60.00 
” 13, 17 Mrs. Relie C. Andrews, 
Chapel tilt ace ee 1,000.00 
” 28, 18 Stacey W. Wade, 
Insurance Commissioner... 58.00 
Apl. 3, 19 The Concord Job Printery.... 14.50 
” 20, 20 Jno. L. Miller, Secretary... 75.00 
” 17, 21 Mrs. Hattie Lee Stutts, 
Gharlotte:.0 044 eae ees 1,000.00 
Mayes 22 Lord&  Mears..i.200023 40 30.00 


June 9, 23 Miss Ivie Collins, Leaksville 1,000.00 
” 9, 24 Mrs. Ethel M. Saunders, 


Winston-Salem....:..............- 1,000.00 
» 9, 25 Mrs. Dora Litgen, 
Wiilrai ng ton: 20 oui ened 1,000.00 
“f 26 Jno. L. Miller, Secretary... 75.00 $14,598.16 
Balance.on, hands. e eee eee 9.990 :53 
ie 26 Jno. L. Miller, Secretary........ 75.00 $14,598.16 
Mortury Fund General Fund 
2.2) (ale: ee ae Tsai ou Steines nee 5 8 fh. 7! 9,048.57 941,96 


Respectfully submitted, 


Chas. Schnibben, Treasurer. 


President Bennett: 
Gentlemen, I believe the next in order is the report of our 


Statistician. 

Motion made and seconded to dispense with the reading of the 
Statistician’s Report, and that it be recorded in the minutes and 
made a part thereof. Motion adopted. 


Morehead City, N. GC. 
July 14th, 1925 


Mr. President: 
To the officers and Members of the North Carolina State Fire- 
men’s Association. 


Gentlemen: 
I herewith make my report as Statistician of the North Caro- 
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lina State Firemen’s Association for the Year ending June 30th, 


As this Report is made up in five different tables, I am only 


1924. 


Totals as fol- 


going to give the Numbers of Fires and the 


lows 


. 


Table No. 1. 


PLE 0189 vol 
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Table No. 2—Fire Waste On Dwellings, Segregated From The 
Above Taktle—Cities and Towns. 


Number Value of Insurance On Loss On 
of Fires Property Property Property 


January 150 $931,250 $532,750 $240,474 
February 125 629,905 - 313,350 95,282 
March TES 583,830 - 312,075 143,960 
April 120 537,045 263,400 85,309 
May 87 384,415 181,310 34,268 
June BT 114,550 51,709 TST 
First Half 634 3,178,995 1,654,694 ° 617,065 
July 60 213,410 103,000 30,884 
August 76 233,260 146,600 49,221 
September 57 225,365 121,580 26,306 
October 86 425,075 208,250 56,127 
November 94 474,900 223,450 41,875 
December 144 842,285 473,750 100,880 
Second Half aly 2,414,295 1,276,630 305,293 
Rural & Suburban 
January 16 49,300 23,700 30,750 
February 19 46,150 19,399 27,978 
March | 8 14,075 2,630 10,148 
April 19 39,100 18,409 26,600 
May 8 12,400 7,170 5,040 
June o 4,900 1,800 4,400 
First Half 73 165,925 73,090 104,916 
July 8 29,820 13,768 19,147 
August LAE 73,009 22,450 49,725 
September 10 182,775 90,355 114,420 
October Dil 94,700 40,670 41,645 
November 14 60,309 24,7090 23,250 
December 19 53,300 18,600 | 29,036 
Second Half 89 493,895 210,143 277,223 
Totals for 1924 1S LOd 5,593,290 2,931,324 922,358 
Totals for 1923 1,023 5,256,300 —-2,901,465 660,867 
Rural & Suburban 
Totals for 1924 162 659,820 283,233 382,139 
Totals for 1923 149 537,480 249,239 369,061 


6,253,110 3,214,557 1,304,497 
5,793,780 3,150,704 —«1,029,928 
34,812,669 22,686,710 4,015,796 
47,251,428 31,600,947 6,153,716 


All Dwellings, 1924 1,313 
All Dwellings 1923 1,172 
All other Fires, 1924 2,016 
All other Fires, 1923 1,172 
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Table No. 3—Classes of Property Affected by Fire in North Caro- 
lina, 1924 and Causes of Same. 


Ist 2nd = Total 
Class of Property Half Half No. 

Datiings: ees Sn 27 A Vee 707 6060711819 
SS COTOS A aah a Oh a Sane a ene abe ap aaa is Ae Th 149 
Ha CEONTOS a Ree oe tire EN ih Sees iui rs aes 36 28 64 
AOmstoredin AUtOSs oe cen eer 41 48 89 
Gara Wem Bete Lay eee. CSS ees Eee hae ae ee ot 24 51 
Warehouses isn petoci te. eta ey Neale oh 29 66 
Peed HBATT Sts he ae hare tht a ae ees 34 43 yee 
OuviPlouses suse Sk) ane Melee eee 24 20 44 
Wales eles Ue DIN Gis hh eae Beh ieee 15 14 29 
Business Buildings ws 2.2) ee eee 30 22 52 
Business Blocksiet 03 bs. eee ae 5 if 12 
BCHOOTS e255 ete A ee DA CERN sie eee 12 7 19 
Ihimber Plants 222.25. i i ere 13 11 24 
Lobaceo “Barnse Seo 2) ha ee ee 10 24 34 
Railroad » Property. se eee 8 7 15 
Ginnleriés sete) Nee 54 2 iy aie ee eee 5 18 23 
Churches inven Ue? Sy a One en ois okt bf 18 
Pressittos Olt bison 5: le ek eal ence em 12 16 28 
abel sia Uc eae alh Se, beeen a Gear n ene 13 10 ae 
EL VACE WS CATIONS weiateet oe eee ea g 15 24 
Prantine } PIATICS ohio oer ee eal 5 4 9 
Hospitals 22) 0 Awe di Os Searcy 3 6 9 
Meat} Marketssescs ©... Se eee ee 3 5 8 
Movie Theatres tw 0x tis. 7: ati, aries g 6 15 
DALper’ SHGp stress 2 Ae Re ee nara ue NE, 3 10 
Bakeries 5. Gea ah “Y ielo mee eee eens 3 2, 5 
PeAUNries hscsie soe 8 ee ae 5 6 11 
POAT EMC ES <0 he y-e Wametoane Wane aati 5 11 -16 
Popacca; Stora res... ee ae nae 5 17 22 
Bouclines Plants tainty. .tiae s) ee ane Wie eee 3 3 6 
Bigurs Mpls 2 Bae wee ia 6 ea arnt ae 4 3 7 
Gasoline: Tanksvusn ke. Ne eee eeeeer een 2 4 6 
Office Builditics ys). ey ee 3 2 5 
Lodge’ Roonis 31.8 oh ic ere eae ea 3 3 6 
Miscellanesus,.-24 vee eat uueee Menaiae eed 32 

Ist 2nd =: Total 

Causes of Fire Half Half No. 


Shingle Roofs and Defective Flues.......... 398 325 723 
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Reema so. Go i ade in 246 
eeerecemicss: Po NG i We Ce Lee 46 
Pamoming Building i. s elt ee 36 
CO) ENRON LSS a raaliene AUN a eonaNateaten arn uet a JNU rene t Le 64 
Overhot stoves and Furnaces .................... 39 
Ravameiie cae os 2 eh ee ee 43 
PWN Tsean Gd Wel Wee 2. Sau uc ic SIT Ik ali Sle 27 
Ee SO ee apne Net Ss ace haat) 
Pomme LeTILI0N “eco 25 
6 dere ODE a | A RETA eats ade Seely Uy 35 
MEPGELING§ WAVITL > o.2.fccces ceeded cortoteeea- ena tee 12 
Prom ie 2 cleat cn, le he aera ge ae 22 
Poaeememee Watches 1..2.0-4..1dci eo oes cee ae 12 
My etil MIALCHES | «2s. 2.cssdencce-eneestccecenssscestase 22 
IONS PLOSION. §o22....2..00. cle soe tte ee 18 
MWiachimerhr1etdon 22.0220: ess. t be See 9 
erpaPrNT EE AGI. oo... bas aces tac ee eden atoees 20 
Pig teeobaeco! HM 1UeS! .1...-cs.68 obese neecateeeten ees i 
SUES DIT OS 2s. 5 dene assoc doe nte seme ten oeeecees 14 
HCCC MTOTIS ses 20.- eas otees Os eee ee yak 3 
Spontancous ‘Comb, \.:-.-..----4 ee. 13 
FSU STE ES ee Ge Nn EN SE 11 
Melanie ber iL LOT J2. 2-201 SS cee 7 
ENG SCTCG RES GFE Lge ate nares ieerey ete Oe oe 13 
«SEALY 1 aa Oe manne Recent oti ae Ah 9 
_ Fire Works ....-...--------------1---rcreeee ee 
poetic WIGGELIGICY | -2o-tsece kek -eteeee ote eee 5 
Incubator Lamp «.....:------2s----0<e--seesecentean settee q 
Thawing Pipes .....--------------------+-eeree 14 
AWMINGS «...-------0------ceceeeeeesee serene teeetseneecseeaees 6 


Miscellaneous ...---..-------------1---0----erseee et 
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Table No. 5—Fire loss for 1924 in North Carolina and 23 of her 
Important Cities. 


Winston-Salem 
Charlotte 
Greensboro 
Wilmington 
Raleigh 

. Durham 
High Point 
Asheville 
Rocky Mount 
New Bern 
Goldsboro 
Wilson 
Kinston 
Fayetteville 
Elizabeth City 
Hickory 
Gastonia 
Washington 
Greenville 
Statesville 
Tarboro 
Salisbury 
Henderson 


Winston-Salem 
Charlotte 
Greensboro 
Wilmington 
Raleigh 
Durham 
High Point 
Asheville 
Rocky Mount 
New Bern 
Goldsboro 
Wilson 
Kinston 


Number of Value of 


Insurance on Loss on 


Fires Property Property Property 

218 $6,457,300 _ $4,586,650 $200,670 

Daley 6,194,585 4,462,609 306,634 

49 616,150 337,550 60,717 

169 5,451,550 4,405,545 401,469 

76 903,015 526,200 59,720 

68 2,361,750 1,759,600 37,849 

Se 862,535 466,220 71,555 

109 2,588,033 1,463,423 228,431 

335) 996,765 192,300 14,554 

60 239,100 182,600 - 54,535 

52 744,515 583,825 75,057 

29 504,828 201,300 86,830 

15 569,885 476,300 147,755 

116 1,172,185 543,550 30,540 

46 377,690 184,475 18,095 

35 499,180 200,700 15,859 

46 1,690,250 1,078,050 81,878 

22, 392,200 63,425 52,4380 

26 204,225 116,700 18,677 

21 509,200 351,100 15,815 

35 1,437,350 927,350 15,686 

38 527,885 244,975 19,506 

19 195,000 73,400 22,639 
Average Loss Per Fire Per Capita Fire Loss 

1924 1923 1924 1923 1922 

$ 993 $ 551 Se ee $ 1.95 Ay als 

1,480 3,818 §.00 UB tatal 10.48 

1,243 8,949 oo sertlt 1.09 

2.340 TO 8.70 4,69 7.56 

718 1,882 eae nels 6.42 

5,556 2,045 algo 7.89 5,30 

2,232 10,736 Seek 14.30 5.59 

2,095 PA ACTEM 6.50 6.89 4.80 

430 1,303 .90 Bele 3.03 

909 1,051 3.60 2,10 166.89 

1,443 4,818 6.00 23.00 33.14 

2,960 424 W1b L381 35.27 

9,850 20,490 13:35 28.58 37.00 
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Average Loss Per Fire Per Capita Fire Loss 


1924 1923 1924 1923 1922 
Fayetteville 263 379 3.05 3.88 10.79 
Elizabeth City 400 2,318 1.80 9:91. 98 
Hickory - 415 101 2.45 29 
Gastonia 1,800 897 5.40 3.12 
Washington 2,400 2,816 AZ 6.22 
Greenville Teo 3,604 EO 14.93 
Statesville 753 10,833 1.76 7.49 
Tarboro 448 315 2.85 1.63 
Salisbury 513 5,465 1.30 8.64 
Henderson 1,200 501 3.23 1.13 


In conclus?on I wish to thank you for having bestowed upon me 
the honor of being an officer of your association, as it has been 
a pleasure to serve you. 


Yours sincerely, 


C. W. STYRON, Statistician. 


President Bennett: 


The following gentlemen are appointed as our Auditing Com- 
mittee to audit the reports of the Secretary and Treasurer and 
approve them: 


J.C. Kesler, Salisbury, (Chairman) 
H. E. Nissen, Winston-Salem 
George Mabrey, Rocky Mount 


President Bennett: 


I am going to ask at this time that the minutes of our last 
meeting at High Point be distributed among you that you may 
read them and see if there are any corrections to be made, and if 
so, to bring it up before the session tomorrow morning. 


(Distribution of the Minutes of the 1924 meeting.) 
President Bennett: 


The Chair will now recognize Secretary Miller, who has a few 
words to say to you regarding the law which has just been enacted 
by the General Assembly at Raleigh, in January. 


Secretary Miller: 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: You recall from the President’s 
Report that a Committee was appointed by the authority of our 
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last Convention to prepare and have presented to the 1925 General 

Assembly the laws bringing them up to date with reference to the 

North Carolina State Firemen’s Association, covering about all 

of its franchises. 

The President reported to you that he had called a meeting 
in September at Raleigh. In that meeting we were instructed to 
employ counsel to prepare this bill in conjunction with your Sec- 
retary, Vice-President and President. 

Again this Committee met at Raleigh after the Assembly gather- 
ed and went over the work that these lawyers had done. Some of 

it was cut out and a little added to it. 

The next day after our Committee met in Raleigh the Legisla- 
tive Committee came to Raleigh, which Committee the President 
was required to appoint, known as the Legislative Committee, to 
have passed in that General Assembly just what was offered to 
them by our Committee. 

Now, all this was done. This law was prepared and turned 
over to that Legislative Committee, and they had no word or wish 
in the matter. It was done as handed to them, except in one in- 
stance, and that was discovered at the right time, and the amend- 
ment that was put in was necessary, found by. Mr. Everett, 
of Durham. 

There has always been, not a difference of opinion, but there 
has existed in the minds of nearly all of the firemen in this 
State a confusion about two funds. One is known as the Fire- 

men’s Relief Fund, which is controlled by this organization, and 

which you will find set forth in this pamphlet from section 6056 
to 6062. That has to do with the State fund and nothing else. 
Now, bear that in your minds. This first section from 6056 to 6062 
has to do with the State Firemen’s Relief Fund and nothing 
else. 

Then, in Section 2, you have one that this organization has 
nothing to do with. You don‘t need to ask your President, Sec- 
retary or Treasurer or your executive committee one thing about 
it. The will of your fire department, two members of your fire 
department and two of your Board of Aldermen and one member 
appointed by Hon. Stacey Wade, constitutes a Board in your town 
whose duty it is to handle this fund under Section 2. They are 
told there in Section 2 what they can do and what they can’t 
do. We tried to make it plain. And remember that the money 
that your town has on hand, this organization has not one thing 
to do with, in the way of making appropriations. The only thing 
they can call a halt on is if you misappropriate it. 

I just wanted to make this statement to you, and now we are 


— a 
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going to distribute these pamphlets, and this is the law you will 
find in them. (Read from Pamphlet—Act of General Assembly 
of 1925.) 

Now, we will have these pamphlets distributed, and we hope 
you will take them home with you and preserve them and study 
them carefully. 


Secretary Miller: 


Following up the law which you now have, this same Committee 
has tried to work out a constitution and by-laws for us to work un- 
der. We have one, but as you know, it has become obsolete, and the 
_ Executive Committee is offering this pamphlet now for your 
consideration. We want you to look over it and want you to 
come back tonight and discuss it with us. This must be passed 
tomorrow showing what our constitution and by-laws should be. 
The President is very anxious for you to come here tonight, discuss 
this pamphlet intelligently and arrive at a conclusion either by 
adding to, or subtracting, or both. I would suggest that these 
pamphlets be distributed now, and that you go over them thorough- 
ly. You have the law now, which we cannot change, but now we 
are going to have something that we can fix ourselves. 


(Distribution of pamphlets containing new constitution and by- 
laws to be adopted by the Convention in session.) 


Chief Nissen: 


Mr. President: While distributing the pamphlets, there is a 
little matter I would like to take up with the body. We have with 
us, too, Mr. Samuel Boyd, President at this.time of the Internation- 
al Association of Fire Engineers, and also Chief of the Knoxville 
Fire Department, and I would like to make a motion that we 
make him an honorary member of this Association. 

We also have wth us W. D. Brosnan, Chief of the Albany, 
Ga., Fire Department, and Ex-Chief Cummings, of Atlanta, and 
I would ask the President to put it before the House that we elect 
these three men as honorary members of the North Carolina State 
Firemen’s Association. 


Motion seconded, and adopted, 
President Bennett: 


I had a request from the Atlantic Coast Line shops at Rocky 
Mount several weeks ago wanting to become members of this 
Association, but as our by-laws read we cannot make them mem- 
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bers. I would like to take this up at the present time and see 
what can be done towards making them members. 


Chief Mabrey, Rocky Mount: 


I would like to say they have about thirty-five or forty mem- 
bers and they know they cannot get into the Association to get any 
benefit from the Firemen’s Relief Fund, -but they want to become 
members of the Association in some way so they can get the 
insurance feature. But they know they cannot get any bene- 
fits. 


President McNeill: 


You have a precedent in the Spencer Shops at Salisbury, who 
have been members of this organization for thirty-five years. 
Spencer and Salisbury are close together, as you know, but 
they have a team of their own and a fire department of their own. 
I understand they respond, also, to the calls of the town, and I 
suppose this South Rocky Mount team will respond also in case of 
necessity. I cannot see any law against their becoming members 
of this Association. 


Chief Kessler, Salisbury: 


Capt. McNeill has po’nted out Spencer. That didn’t belong to 
the Town of Spencer or East Spencer up until about a year 
ago. Therefore, they had a separate organization and East and 
West Spencer each had their separate organization affiliating. 

Chief Mabrey has the Coast Line Shops down there. He is the 
Chief of Rocky Mount. These people are within his city and all 
they need to do is to affiliate with him, but you can’t have but one 
chief in a city. If they would affiliate under him as a company 
down there and he would let them affiliate with him as their 
chief, then they could become member’ of this ‘organization, 


President Bennett: 

Is there any further discusston on this subject? I believe the 
explanation here, as I see it, is that they would not be able to be- 
come members of this Association unless they affiliate with the 


Chief of Rocky Mount Fire Department. 


Mr. Styron, Morehead City: 
Gentlemen: I will ask if they are not willing to be governed 
by Chief Mabrey, of Rocky Mount, under his directions. 


Chief Mabrey: 
I don’t know, I haven’t asked them that, as yet. 
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President Bennett: 


_ I would like to say to you that I would suggest that this ques~ 
tion be referred to the Executive Committee to go further into 
‘it, and see what are the wishes of Chief Mabrey and Recky Mount 
as regards this question. 

Motion put before the House that the matter be referred to the 
Executive Committee, and seconded. Motion carried. 


President Bennett: 


Now. I would like to say to you, gentlemen, that we have a lot 
of business to transact and get out of the way, especially the by- 


Jaws, and I would like to urge you all to come back here and meet 
in this hall tonight and discuss them here, so that tomorrow morn- 
ing we can get through with some despatch. I would ask that you 
all come back here tonight and meet at eight o’clock to discuss 
this matter, so that we will be prepared for it tomorrow morning 
when the business session opens. Will ask all of you who will 
be here tonight to hold up your hands. It is your privilege and 
your duty to be here to go over these things, but if you don’t 
eome back tonight, don’t block us tomorrow, but help us to carry 
it along as the members decide who meet here tonight. 

Is there any further discuss‘on that you would like to bring 
up now, as we have a few moments left. 


Mr. Kessler: 


Just a minute! In looking over page 70 of the minutes of 1924. 
They haven’t been approved yet, but you will approve them. In 
the eighth line from the top, in the last word or words, there are 
a lot of figures, the sum total of all funds on hand last year. 
The printer’s devil says we had $117,839.70, and it should be $17,- 
839.70, just one hundred thousand too much. I just want to bring 
that to your attention so you will understand it. ; 


Secretary Miller: 


Gentlemen: I believe that we are going to have twenty-five or 
more wagon teams here this year for this contest, and if that is 
so we want to know it, and since we have time now I would like to 
have a list and see haw many we will have, because if there are to 


be that many we cannot start at two o’clock and hope to get 
through in the afternoon, 


Twenty-four teams reported. 
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SESSION OF WEDNESDAY MORNING 
July 15, 1925. 
Convention called to order at 9:30 A. M. Wednesday, July 15, 
1925, by President Bennett, to resume hte business of the 
Meeting. 


President Bennett: 


I am now going to ask the Secretary to read the minutes of the 
jJast Gonvention. 


Secretary Miller: 


The minutes begin on the front page and go through the book 
to the end. They are the minutes of the 1924 meeting distributed 
to you yesterday. ° 

Motion put before the House that the Minutes of the 1924 
Meeting be adopted. Motion seconded, Motion carried. 


Secretary Miller: 


At this point, Mr. Chairman, the memorial address and exercises 
of yesterday was not complete in that we did not have a com- 
plete roster of the members who died during the year. The Sec- 
retary was not prepared to call any name of any member except 
those who had insurance and who died during the year. There are 
other members who died who did not have insurance. The oppor- 
tunity is now given to the different companies throughout the 
State to report the names of any firemen who died during the 


year. 
B. M. Register, Kinston 
P, L, McCabe, Tarboro 

Secretary Miller: 

In Convention assembled yesterday you were handed this pam- 
phlet prepared by your Executive Committee for your consideration, 
We hope that you have gone into that thoroughly. We asked you 
to come back last night and thrash it out on this floor. Now it is 
coming up before this Convention to be ratified. 

We offered in two places, under the head of “Duties of the 
Secretary,” Section Three, Article One, we amend in the third 
line from the bottom of Section Three, after the word “Presi- 
dent” we insert the following, “All property, books and records 
in the hands of the Secretary is and shall remain the property 
of the State Firemen’s Association, The same amendment was 
made as to the “Duties of the Treasurer” at the end of line four, 
next to the bottom line, fourth from the bottom, after the word, 
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“Association,” we insert the words, “All property, books and rec- 
ords in the hands of the Treasurer is, and shall remain the prop- 
erty of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association, 

And under “Sick and Death Benefit,” second line from the 
bottom of said Section, after the word, the, we insert the word, 
“Local” Firemen’s Relief Fund. 


Mr. Lewis: 


Your Committee appointed last evening beg leave to report as 
follows: 


Mr, President: Your Committee appointed last evening to draft 
an Amendment to the Constitution relative to taking into the 
Association certain gentlemen as Associate members of this 
organization, respectfully submit that, after going into this matter 
thoroughly, and after conference with our friends, do not feel it 
would be advisable at the present time to arrange for such asso- 
ciate members. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN J. LEWIS, 
STACEY W. WADE, 
Committee. 


On motion of President McNeill that the constitution as now 
presented, be adopted, and motion seconded, the Constitution as 
now presented is adopted. 


Secretary Miller: 


The Executive Committee of the Firemen’s Fraternal Insur- 
ance Fund have passed and now ask the approval of this Con- 
vention, making in detail and strengthening our By-Laws in Fire- 
men’s Insurance Fund. We desire now to offer this paper. This does 
not change anything under what we are now working, but we think, 
strengthens the details, and, therefore, we ask that you adopt it. 
(Secretary reads the said By-laws to the Convention. ) 


GOVERNMENT 

Article 1. The Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund shall be 
under the general control, supervision and management of the 
Executive Committee of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation, the President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer 
of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association being ex-officio 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer respectively 
of the Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund. 


Article 2. The Executive Committee shall make a report at 
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each and every annual meeting of the North Carolina State Fire- 
men’s Association at its first business session. 


DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
Article 1. President: The President shall preside at all meet- 
ings of the Board of Directors, and perform, such other duties as 
may be required of him. * 
Article 2. Vice-President: The Vice-President, in the absence 
of the President, shall preside at such meetings and perform 
such duties as necessarily devolve upon the President. 


Article 3. Secretary: The Secretary shall keep a _ correct 
minute of the business transactions at all meetings of the Board 
of Directors and of Committees in separate books provided for 
the purpose; keep current accounts between local departments; 
forward notice of all assessments to the proper persons when 
necessary; receive all monies and deposit the same in the name 
of the Fund as Secretary in such depository as from time to time 
the Board of Directors may designate making remittance to the 
Treasurer as provided by the Board of Directors. 

The Secretary shall sign all vouchers drawn on the Treasurer, 
and perform such other duties as may be required, and shall give 
bond in some licensed surety company in such sum as may be 
required by the Board of Directors for the faithful performance 
of his duties, the expense of the same to be borne by the Fund. 

The books of the Secretary shall be the property of the Fund, 
and as such shall at all times be subjeqt to inspection by the 
Board of Directors, or any member therof, and for the faith- 
ful discharge of his duties he shall receive such sum as the 
Board of Directors shall from time to time direct, 


Article 4. Treasurer: The Treasurer shall receive all monies 
from the Secretary, give receipt for the same, and properly sign and 
pay all vouchers drawn by the Secretary; he shall keep a cor- 
rect account of all monies received and paid out, keeping Benefit 
and General Funds in separate accounts, and shall deposit the 
same as Treasurer in the name of the Fund in such depository as 
the Board of Directors shall from time to time designate, such 
funds to be invested as designated and directed by the Board of 
Directors; he shall give an approved bond in some licensed surety 
company in such sum as the Board of Directors may determine, 
conditioned upon the faithful performance of his duties, the ex- 
pense of the same to be borne by the Fund. Upon the faithful 
performance of his duties he shall receive such sum as the Board 
of Directors shall from time to time direct. 
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The books of the Treasurer shall be the property of the Fund, 
and as such, shall at all times be subject to inspection by the 
Board, of Directors or any member thereof. 


Article 5. Each officer and the Executive Committee shall make 
a report at each and every annual meeting of the North Carolina 
State Firemen’s Association at its first business session. 


Adopted July 15, 1925. 


President Bennett: 


Gentlemen, you have heard this paper. Is there any discussion, 
and what shall we do with the By-Laws as now presented? 

Motion made and seconded that the By-Laws as now presented 
be adopted. Motion carried, 


Chief Whitener, Hickory: 


There is something that was handed to us a few minutes ago’ 
which we were asked to present before the Convention. 

“A loving cup will be offered to any city or town in the State 
of North Carolina that makes the best showing in fire prevention 
and fire control during the year of 1925. This cup wili be given 
by R. H. Spaulding, Special Representative of the Dixie Fire in- 
surance Company, of Greensboro, N. C. This wiil be made an 
annual event, 

More detailed information will be furnished the contest cities 
at a later date, but the main points that will control this con- 
test will be—First: Fire Prevention. Second: Fire Control. 
Third: Advancement in fire fighting facilities. Fourth: Fire . 
loss per capita. R 

It is suggested that the rules used by the U. S. Chamber in 
making like selections govern the contest, and this Ass» -iation is 
asked to appoint a representative committee from their Associa- 
tion and the State Insurance Department to supervise this con- 
test, 

Submitted by request, 


D. W. BROSNAN. 
HARRY E. WHITENER. 


President Bennett: 


I think this is a very fine spirit and I think it is a gocd move 
along the lines of fire prevention. It is our duty to prevent fires 
if we can. 

I believe it is our duty to appoint a Committee at this meeting 
to act on this and get the necessary information that we can 
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throughout the State to the different departments. 

I want to offer this paper to you for its adoption, and suggest 
that the executive committee be instructed to get such necessary 
information that we may get it out throughout the State. 1 would 
like to hear some discussion on this, 


Mr. Sherwood Brockwell: 


I think this is one of the best things that could have come up. 
President Bennett recommended it, and now it looks like “Great 
minds run along in the same channel,” and I don’t think we 
could have anything better than a friendly rivalry among the 
different towns in the State along fire prevention lines. I sin- 
cerely hope the Convention will see the benefit of this, and act 
on it, and I think it is a very nice thing to have. 

Motion made and seconded for the adoption and acceptance of 
this loving cup as offered by the Dixie Fire Insurance Company. 
Motion carried, 


Secretary Miller: 


I would like to move that the President appoint that Committee. 
Motion seconded and carried. 


Mr. Sherwood Brockwell: 


Gentlemen: I am very sorry I could not be here yesterday 
when that report was read. Your President did me the honor 
to let me read it Saturday afternoon, and I am very much inter- 
ested. I] think it should be of vast importance to the firemen of 
North Carol’na to know that it was brought out in the last work 
before the last General Assembly to try to get some measures 
through to get some fire protection for the hundreds of men, 
women and children housed in the hospitals throughout North 
Carolina. A fact which every fireman ought to know is that there 
were in 1924 eighty-seven privately owned hospitals and out of 
this eighty-seven in the year 1924 there were nine destructive 
fires, five of those fires amounted to over fifty per cent fire dam- 
age, three were a total destruction, and one carried with it the 
lives of three people, making the hospital buildings a bigger risk 
than a Greek restaurant or filling station, 

Now, those points were brought before the last may of your 
General Assembly: nothing was done, and [I still maintain that 
we, as firemen of North Carolina, have not done our duty as such 
as long as we know these facts to exist and have not expressed 
them to the people who have charge of the regulating of these 


matters and things. 
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I don’t have to tell you of the time I was fighting a fire in 
Rex Hospital in Raleigh when my mother and hundreds of others 
three other women besides my mother who had had a major opera- 
ation that day and while I was upstairs fighting the flames I 
heard her call to me to come to her, and I had to choose between 
putting that fire out or letting my mother suffer a most horrible 
death. Out of the fifty women on that floor, there were possibly 
hree other women besides my mother who had had a major opera- 
tion performed that morning. That is not an extraordinary oc- 
currence in the hospitals of North Carolina. Every one of them 
has to carry so much inflammable matter, each one has to carry so 
much grain alcohol, and every one of them has to have an eleva- 
‘tor and has to have a furnace. All of those things are waiting for 
a fire to break out. 

This Association can no longer sit still and let such conditions 
exist without entering some kind of a protest, or a letter to your 
Governor or to the people of the State letting them know that we 
realize the conditions existing and will no further countenance 
them. Let this meeting go on record to let the Governor and 
Counsel of State know that the firemen of North Carolina realize 
the conditions existing in these hospitals of our State. The one 
point I want to get over is that out of eighty-seven hospitals in 
the State there were nine destructive fires, five of which fires 
amonted to over fifty per cent fire damage, three were a total 
destruction, and one carrying with it the lives of three people, 
making the hospitals of North Carolina where our kin are housed 
more dangerous than a filling station or a Greek restaurant. 

Gentlemen, I hope you will go on record as trying to remedy 
these matters before the people of the State, bringing it to their 
attention, so that when these things occur they will not say to us, 
why didn’t you say something about it? 


President Bennett: 


Gentlemen, I think this is worthy of our serious thought and 
consideration, and I hope someone will make a motion to have 
these resolutions drawn up to try to help to improve and better 
the facilities in the hospitals of the State. 


Mr. Heister: 


I think Mr. Brockwell is talking turkey, and I think the res- 
ponsibility is up to the chiefs and firemen to earry this protest 
to their several cities. When your city fathers meet, do your fire- 
men meet with them and raise their voices in protest, or do they 
sit in the engine house or in their homes and let a silent piece 
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of paper speak of them? The responsibility is ours, and I be- 
lieve, Mr. Presidnt, with Mr. Brockwell, that we have been sit- 
ting still too long, and it our move now. Do not, brother fire- 
man, go home and forget it, because we may have to make a con- 
tribution to the next hospital fire. And a fire chief, a fire officer, 
or an individual fireman who is afraid to open his mouth before 
the City Fathers or any meeting should be kicked out of his com- 
pany as a fireman, and J, therefore, think it is up to us to not only 
resolve, but to act. 


Mr. Sherwood Brockwell: 


There is nothing, gentlemen, that will be of more value than for 
you to go home and get after your local conditions. When the 
firemen of North Carolina go back and go before their City 
Fathers and let them know that they are behind them for im- 
provdd conditions, something will be done. 

Tonight at half-past eight o’clock there will be locked up behind 
prison bars in North Carolina over two thousand of our kin and 
friends, being guilty of no crime except being sick. I am as 
proud as any man that our people in the insane wards have tak- 
en up all the new buildings, but they leave over 2,000 people 
housed tonight in houses over twenty-five years old. If a fire 
were to start tonight in any one of our State hospital buildings 
for the insane nothing but the grace of God could save over one- 
twentieth of them. Every man running those institutions knows 
that, because he was told in 1915. Every man in charge of 
those institutions since 1916 has asked for an appropriation to 
install the best method we have gotton yet, a sprinkler. 

Your General Assembly in North Carolina knows that because 
I have told it to them. Your Budget Committee which met in 
1925 knows these conditions. The Governor of North Carolina 
knows it because I told it to him myself. Now, when the Budget 
Committee met they complimented your Insurance Commission- 
Set to ale 

Now, if we can find enough money to allow $25,000.00 to sprinkle 
these hospitals in North Carolina, we will do it. 

The Legislature of 1925 is now past history. ‘The Budget Com- 
mission, and I have the highest respect for every man on it, have 
met and gone. That didn’t have $25,000.00 to protect these poor, 
sick people, but they have spent $75,000.00 white-washing the capi- 
tol, and have spent $150,000.00 to scour the mansion. 

In other words, gentlemen, that is one of the biggest challenges 
that has ever been thrown down to the firemen of North Caro- 


lina, the State of North Carolina, and God knows I am not criti- 
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cising them, the State of North Carolina, probably due to the fact 
that we as an Association haven’t done ovr part, hold a white- 
washed capitol and a scoured mansion higher than they do the 
protection of human life. 

Now, gentlemen, for God’s sake, let them know what it 
meatis. 


Secretary Miller: 


1 move that our President, who has so much interest in this 
work, be named as Chairman of this Committee, and that the 
rest of the committee be selected by him to get up a memorial 
to be submitted to Governor McLean for him to take such action 
as can be taken. : 


Motion seconded and carried. 
President Berinett: 


Gentlemen: We have with us today a man who takes more in- 
terest in our affairs as an Association than any other in the State 
and who is Chairman of most of our activities, the Honorable 
Stacey W. Wade, a man who does not need any introduction to the . 
firemen of the North Carolina Association. 


Hon. Stacey W. Wade: 


“The Firemen as a Factor ‘n the Civie Life of His Town.” 
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the North Carolitia Firemen’s 
Association: (Paper herein attached.) 


THE FIREMAN AS A FACTOR IN 
THE CIVIC LIFE OF HIS TOWN 


Mr. President. and Gentlemer of the 
North Carolina Firemen’s Associaiton: 


I am glad to be with you today. It is good to be here in this 
fine mountain city, away from the heat of the low-lands and in - 
the midst of these wonderful mountains. Our State has no more 
hospitable city than Asheville, and you know and I know that 
hospitality and brotherly love is characteristic of North Carolina’s 
firemen everywhere. 

When I talked to you last summer in Corivention at High 
Point. I spoke of “The Firemen as a Factar in Prevention of 
Fire.” Because your lives are centered around the problem of 
Fire Fighting and because Fire Prevention should be the prin- 
cipal concern of our citizenship, and therefore I will not be able 
to get away from this topic, on this oecasion today. 
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It is my purpose, therefore, to review the accomplishments of 
the year in Fire Prevention work in our State, and to outline 
some of the policies that we hope to carry out during the com- 
ing year, after which I wish to address your briefly on: 

“The Fireman as a Factor in the Civic Life of His Town.” 

Most of you have seen our Deportment figures showing the 
Fire Waste of North Carolina during 1924. The total property 
loss of the year was $5,320,293. 

That is an appalling amount of money, but it is $1,836,044 less 
than the fire loss of 19238. 

It is $2,768,423 less than the fire loss of 1922. 

We can take real pride in this record. You heroes of the North 
Carolina State Firemen’s Association may well be proud of it, for 
you and you alone made it possible, 

Of the larger cities of the State, Greensboro stands first with a 
per capita fire loss of $1.33 for 1924. Raleigh was second with 
$1.42 and Durham third with $1.51. Other cities in the same 
class as to wealth and population with their per capita losses, 
were: 

Winston-Salem $3.92 Wilmington $7.70 
Charlotte $6.00 Asheville $6.50 


The record of Rocky Mount is the best in the State. Its per 
capita fire loss in 1924 was $.90, while the per capita fire loss of 
Albany, Ga., was only $.46 a town of about the same population, 
which won the trophy in the great National Fire Waste contest, 
conductel by the Chamber of Commerce of the United States, last 
year. Albany won nation-wide fame by winning this contest in 
which 367 cities competed. 

I am glad to note that Asheville, Greensboro, Charlotte and Kin- 
ston will be represented in the contest this year. It is conducted 
by the Chamber of Commerce of the United States in co-operation 
with the Nat’onal Fire Waste Council, and I am glad to be able 
to announce to you that a new ally has come into the fight 
against Fire Waste and that this new ally is doing effective work, 
this being shown strikingly in this great Natonal Inter-Chamber 
Fire Waste Contest. I would like to see every town and city in 
North Carolina lined up in this contest, and I expect to see it 
within the next two or three years. 

That real, tangible gains are being made because of these con- 
tests is shown by the record up to date. An aggregate reduction 
of $4,090,090 in fires losses was reported for the 285 cities en- 
gaging in the contest in 1924 over the year 1923. These cities, 
with a population of 10,000,000 showed a net reduction of 10.8 
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while the property losses of the entire country increased largely. 
their per capita loss for 1924 was $3.10 as compared with $3.86, the 
average for the preceding five years. 

All mankind loves a contest. One of the things that has kept 
this fine organization up to its high standard of efficiency in per- 
sonnel and equipment has been its system of annual contests in 
which the finest fire-fighters of the State competed. 

Likewise, our love of contest has entered into the civic life of 
our towns and cities and we find our chambers of commerce, our 
civic clubs and other organizations striving mightily with each 
other for the common good. Nothing makes us prouder of our 
town than to have it raise more money for a deserving charity, or 
‘land a big industry or school in competition with other 
cities. 

The Chamber of Commerce of the United States, recognizing 
this commendable trait in the American people, has capitalized it 
by instituting this great National Fire Waste Contest. If we 
can lin eup our own good cities and towns in this fight, awaken in 
them this spirit of city pride that we know s in them, we will make 
greater progress in the next five years along this line than we have 
made in the last decade. 

Our chambers of commerce are deeply interested and they are 
ready to cooperate with your departments, the Insurance Depart- 
ment and willing and anxious to serve they await your com- 
mands. 

What are we going to do about it? Are we going to let slip 
the opportunity to make allies of this great army of business men? 
Please bear in mind that the Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States is not a myth. It has recently dedicated a million dol- 
lar head office building in Washington, D. C. It has 1,400 asso- 
ciated chambers of commerce and these chambers of commerce 
have more than 800,000 members. 

Practically every live chamber of commerce in North Carolina 
is a member of it. 

Therefore, it is an ally worth having and one that we should 
set to work immediately. 

I yield to no man in my admiration for the men who make up 
this association. I know that there is no organization in this 
State with a finer personnel, with higher. ideals of service, with 
more manhood and courage. You rank with the best in the land 
and firemen everywhere are the finest types of American citizen- 
ship. 

Much has been said of the fine traditions of the “men who go 
down in ships.” We thrill with pride when the master of the 
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Striken ship goes down w'th her, scorning to save himself at the 
expense of others, but the firemen’ of our country have the same 
fine spirit, the same unconquerable souls. 

I read of a $400,009 fire in Newark last week. The paper said 
20 firemen were injured, four of them fatally. They risked all to 
save life and property. 

You see things like that in print every day. Confronted with 
the same emergency, there’s not a man in this room today that 
would not lay down his life in the discharge of his a regarding 
it simply as a part of the day’s work. 

All of you men are potential heroes. You have ee lived up 
to the finest traditions of your calling and I am persuaded that you 
always will. 

Ready to die for your city? Of course you are, and I am firmly 
convinced, knowing the kind and manner of men you are, that 
you are equally ready to live for your city, giving her the best 
that is in you, and taking pride in her achievements. 

Because you are modest, because you have been engrossed in 
the task of making your fire department 100%, efficient, because 
you have lived much apart from the civic life of your town, I 
know that not many of you have thought of yourselves as 
real and vital factors in the civic life of your cities and 
towns. 

For the same reasons, the people whom you have served so effici- 
ently and well have not always thought of you as factors in the 
c?vic life of their towns. Not all of you have mixed in the things 
that did not concern directly the problems of your fire depart- 
ments, 

I appeal to you today to wake up. The man who plugs along 
at his own particular task without raising his eyes to the stars, 
is not getting half as much out of living as he might get, and the 
world is the loser by his inactivities, Because men have come to 
realize this, there have come into existence in our country the 
fine Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions and Civitan Clubs and similar organi- 
zations, all of them composed of men who have caught a vision of 
things and interests beyond their own tasks and who desire to 
serve their fellowmen. as 

I would have you men join hands with the men of these civic 
clubs. Every fire department in the State should be linked with 
every civic club in its town by the active membership therein of 
a real fireman. I am sure that these clubs will welcome you. 
Doubtless scores of you are already members of civic clubs and 


doing your part in them. 
From my own experience with them fp am convinced that the 
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civic clubs of the State are easily one of the State’s finest assets 
and they afford a field of labor that you should not over- 
look. 

My first recommendation, therefore, is that you seek to make 
yourselves real factors in the civic life of your towns by tying 
up with the civic leaders now in your civic clubs. If it is not 
practicable to do this by having out-standing firemen become 
members of the clubs, there are many other ways for making con- 
tact with them and you will always find a warm welcome for any 
proposition lodking toward the betterment of your town. 


My second recommendation is that you keep in close centact 
_ with the schols. In your city schools the mandhood and the wom- 
anhood of the future is now in process of the making. The hope 
of the nation is there and it is there that you can do splendid 
work. 

The firemen is the hero of boyhood. Every boy worships the 
fireman and dreams of wearing the uniform and fighting fire. 
Capitalize that spirit of hero-worship. You can make it worth 
millions to our good State, 

In every fire department some man should be developed who 
can make a talk that will interest children. Every fire department 
has such talent, if only the men in charge will look for it and 
develop it. There is not a school in the State where a monthly 
visit from the fire department would not be wlecomed. 

Preach the gospel of fire prevention to the children, imbed in 
their minds the principles of safety and impress upon them their 
individual responsibility for fire losses and you have done a real 
service for your city. 

My third recommendation is that you get in close touch with 
your chamber of commerce. The fire chief of every city should 
be an active member, ready with aid and counsel when the Fire 
Prevention Committee of the Chamber of Commerce needs him. 
Your chamber of commerce, if it has not already done so, is go- 
ing to try to interest you in getting into the National Fire Waste 
Contest and I beg that you give the matter the very serious atten- 
tion that it deserves. (Call up my department if we can aid 
you.) 

I want you to know that our great Country, the United States 
of America is burning up its material assets at the rate of more 
than half a billion dollars every year, 15,000 persons are killed by 
fire and more than 17,000 injured. The Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States has tackled this big problem in a big way and 
your local chamber of commerce is doing its part. It is up to you, 
and I believe you will join hands with them. 
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My fourth and final recommendation is that you fire chiefs and 
you captains instil into the consciousness of your men that they 
are not hirelings, day-laborers whose interests do not go beyond the 
daily wage and the hours of labor, but that they have a high 
place in the civic structure. It is theirs to use their eyes and their 
brains and their tongues in the service of their communties, no less 
than their well-trained bodies. : 

Every town needs thinking firemen, men who are studying about 
fire prevention problems and seeking to spread the gospel of 
fire prevention all the time. Ninety per cent of our fires are 
due to carelessness and are, therefore, preventable. Every fire- 
man should have this problem on his heart all the time. 

I have always felt that a fireman should be vested with certain 
police powers, so that when on duty or off duty he might be able 
to correct certain evils that come under his eyes and speak with 
authority to the careless and indifferent. Most cities do not 
have adequate police forces and authority should always be given 
to the firemen to exercise certain control over traffic in fires. I 
shall not go into this at this time but I do think that is is a mat- 
ter that should engage your attention. 

In conclusion I desire to extend to you my sincere and heart- 
felt thanks for the fine work that your association has done dur- 
ing the past year. I feel that we have made a fine record and 
I know that this record could not have been made without your 
untiring efforts. I want you to know that I have nothing but 
praise for you and nothing in my heart but love for you. 

The things that I have said about your place in the civic life 
of your towns is not to be construed as a criticism but as an ex- 
hortation, an appeal that you move on to better and bigger things. 
Great as have been your accomplishments, there are even bigger 
things ahead, and if you men come to realize your place in the 
civic life of your towns and cities, we will reach our objectives, 


and may God bless you. I thank you. 


Fresident Bennett: 
Mr. Wade, I am sure that I express the sentiments of this 
gathering here when I say we appreciate your sentiments and we 


are always glad to have you with us. 
I would like to have Chief Brosnan, of Albany, Ga., come up 


and speak to us, and I am sure we will all appreciate it. 


Chief Brosnan: 
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the North Carolina State 
Firemen’s Association: 
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’ I ama working fireman and first I want to express my appre- 
ciation of your electing me to honorary membership in your Asso- 
ciation. I believe you have about the best Association of this 
kind in this country, and I want to assure you that it is worth 
all the effort you put into it. I appreciate more. than I can tell 
you, the. honor you have conferred upon me in admitting me to 
your Association, and I am glad to be with you this year. 

In our State we have nothing, I am sorry to say. We have a 
piece of an Insurance Commissioner, a State Fire Inspector, but 
there is nothing for him to inspect; we have no fire laws. 

We have: been unusually successful in my city. ! have been the 
-head of the Fire Department for fifteen years; I didn’t ask for it, 
they really thrust it upon me, but I like the work and have put 
a jot into it, and now am really getting a lot out ef it. but it took 
iong and strenuous work and argument. I started fire prevention 
about seven years ago and for the first four years it didn’t seem 
as if I was getting much results, but I want to say that in the Jast 
three years my fire prevention in Albany has given me returns 
threefold. “Albany is a city of approximately seventeen thou- 
sand people. In 1923 we had a loss of $51,000, it jumped up on 
us * * but in 1924 our total fire loss both insured and uninsur- 
ed property, was $7,800.00. We have done this in Albany, 1! 
vreached fire prevention day and night, and I found that the first 
thing we had to do was to improve building construction. I went 
before the Board of Aldermen. I was immediately opposed by 
one of the biggest men in our Chamber of Commere2, a big lwnter 
man. It was a big job for a fireman to go up against the biz- 
gest man in‘our town, but I had to do it if I was to obtain re- 
sults. No man gets anything if he is a jellyfish. And I went be- 
fore eight meetings, before a board of aldermen that this man had 
elected and one which I had fought against. When I had finish- 
ed putting up my arguments before the Board they told him this: 
“Gordon, Bill just put it all over you, we wanted to be with you, 
but we just couldn’t after we heard what he had to say.” Well, I put 
over this law, and we are just beginning to reap the benefits at 
this time. We have fire drills in our schools and a fire box in 
every hall. We have regular semi-monthly fire drills, and then 
I drop in between times and see if they are really following the 
law. You can’t trust any of them unless you properly supervise 
things yourself, 

I want to say that the highest honor I have at home is that in 
my fifteen years of service I have never had a man injured, not to 
say, killed: toe ene 

I want you to understand that when any of you fellows put.the 
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right amount of labor into your efforts it will return t> you one 
hundred fold. * * * Now, I have the cooperation of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce in my town, of the Rotary Club and the Women’s 
Club. All I have to say to them is “I want to do this, or that, 
and their reply is, “Well, you don’t have any fires,’ and it’s a 
fact, I haven’t had any in three years. But I say, “Yes, but we 
will have them if we go backwards, and ‘if you don’t go forwards 
you are bound to go backwards. Then I rare a little bit and I 
get what I want. They back me up down there, I can tell you, 
and any one of you gentlemen can do the same thing in your 
towns if you just put enough earnest effort behind it: Don’t re- 
treat for them if they refuse, just advance a little and you wil! 
get what you are after. 


Mr. Sherwood Brockwell: 


At the risk of being a bore I am going to-speak to you another 
time. I don’t want to tire you, but I want every fireman here 
to look at this man. He is a living example of what I-have been 
preaching to you for the last few years. Gentlemen, you are be- 
holding one of the world’s greatest firemen. If you ask him how 
to set a hydrant he can tell you, because he knows; he knows how 
to set a horse’s leg, because he used to drive one. He knows every- 
thing connected with the prevention and extinguishing of fires. 
You have before you one of the greatest firemen, a poor boy who 

went to a big town and made the world look at him.’ Here he 


Y 


ase 
Chief Brosnan: 


If you have the men to back you up as you have here you can 
do anything. And you have them in this State, In Georgia we 
haven’t anything. Our State Asylum is a disgrace to the State 
of Georgia. I can’t correct that, but I have in my city the best, 
the lowest fire loss in the United States. I can’t send for Sher- 
wood Brockwell to come and help me out, as you can, I have to 
fight it out myself, but with the organization you have here, your 
State organization and your Insurance Department, which are the 
greatest departments in the United States, there is no reason why 
North Carolina should not be first in fire safety in the entire 


United States. 


. President Bennett: 
You will notice, gentlemen, in the first part of the remarks of 
the Gentleman from Georgia that he said he was a working fire- 


man. I don’t know anything about that, but I can say for him 
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that he is a talking fireman and he seems to get what he warts 
by so doing. If you will follow up the records you will find that 
he has done all that he has said. We are proud to have him here 
with us. I know you all agree with me on this. 

We have with us today also, Mr. Hullfish, of the North Caro- 
lina Rating Bureau. I am going to ask him to give us a few 
words. 


Mr. Hullfish: 


Mr. President and gentlemen of the North Carolina State Fire- 
men’s Association ; 

I know both Mr. Wade and Mr. Brockwell very well, and the 
first I knew of this honor, about five minutes ago they told me 
I had to come in here and speak to you. I am not a talking 
workman, but I want to say to you that about two years ago I 
had a notion that the Firemen’s Association in this State was 
about to peter out because there was no need now with the use of 
the auto trucks, to have a State Tournament. However, I see 
now that you are in better condition than you have ever been. 
(Applause. } 

I am a rating man, and I am qualified to know that you do your 
work. You have an Insurance Commissioner and the insurance 
laws in this State to enable you to do and have what you want, 
That is, if you are properly organized. And the only message I 
have is that you maintain this organization and try to make it 
better and better. 

I heard a story told once that in the days of the stagecoach 
there was an old negro who drove a pair of horses and he al- 
ways carried 4 whip. He knew how to handle that whip. Every 
minute he would crack that whip and kill a fly. He had a tender- 
foot riding with him one day, and this man said to him, “John 
take your whip and see if you can cut that nest out of that tree. 
He said, “No, sir, boss, that’s a hornet’s nest, can’t fool with them 
because they are organibed.” 

Now, what I want to say to you boys is that you are organized, 
and I want to tell you that if you work for what you want,—as 
the Chief of the Albany Department says, you have to work for 
what you want, and you have to fight for it, but you will get 
it if you work hard enough. * * * * ¥* 

Sherwood Brockwell went before them a few weeks ago in 
Raleigh and told them we needed more apparatus afid he told 
them more than that. He said to them, “I have told you what you 
need, and now, don’t say, when the fire comes that you didn’t know.” 
Well, last night the fire came, and for all I know, it may be with 
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them yet. What I want to say to you is to stay organized and 
fight. 


President Bennett: 


We are mighty glad to have had you with us today, Mr. Hull- 
fish, and have enjoyed your remarks. 


We have now come to the report of the Auditing Committee in 
the regular order of our business. 


Report of the Auditing Committee read before the Convention 
by Mr. J. C. Kesler, Chairman of the Committee: 


REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE 
AT CONVENTION OF 1925 
We, your Auditing Committee, have audited the books, records, 


etc., kept by the Secretary and Treasurer of this Association with 
the following findings: 


Secretary’s Report and General Fund 


Balance brought forward from 1924 ....... bere cob sed th ene 5,118.78 
LCS § ch & A eae a ened meme eter nest rerye ae earn een ene Ame BCS 1,814.24 
Receipts direct from Insurance Commissioner to 
STIY GA SUL OT «15 coset does p= cevancy ee ep ease tethes eu a aoc Se SY oe 1,612.88 
meecipts ‘from Relief ‘Fund \3 9.2. <qcceet penne eerie 432.00 
RITE SPE St cece seca Sache SDR fo Ua oe Cec ed So cee 599.48 
DOG aL asset fee tees tebe dete Ae arte cat ee $9,576.98 
DISbUTSOMMCIUS ©. sn 55 ops aes ewes lee = sek te epy a one er ered eee eR soe fe tec 3,528.34 
Gash, Balance (Disbursements) (coe: cecseescserrdenretnca et aacte ee 6,048.64 
Total Sic piepeccectee igo eee ce tee enreere anrere $9,576.98 


State Relief Fund 


Balance Brought Forward from 1924 ............cseeeeeeeeeeeee $9,160.52 
Frome state Appropria thong. oot nansseeect tay eet este rene 1,875.00 

Toba] 513 tans tsb teaddee iateeeeeecaa aah aacgseegt aek $11,035.52 
Disbursements | -...---+---------------creessteeetettecten teens neste eennneteneeees $1,784.00 
Cash Balance ....---.--------:-+:--:--s-eeetenneeetee stents eects Sisosanogsennastee 9,251.52 
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Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund 


Balance Brought: Forward tromel924.05. eee $ 3,560.40 
ReGCLD tS tee tee ee ely ee ee 20,851.80 
Interest, 2.22 eee eee ee 203.14 
Total’ 2. 2.cc,. sell Se eee eee eS $24,615.34 
Disiursenments, 2 eee eee natadisatebesee hte le eee eee ya eos $14,598.16 
Cash. Balance jee ee ie ee ee 9,990.53 
Rerun 2022 ec be ee ae Se) a ees eee ee 22.00 

Due from Newton Fire Dept., account of errors in 
rendering’ recelp t).c. hice sce ee ee ee 4.40 
Die ees ae os VeRO ke 25 
Total fg, 22 e  ee $24,615.34 

Treasurer’s General Fund 
Balance, Brought Porwarditrom 1924.5 ee eee $5,118.78 
Reéei ptst loi eche eee ee ee ee 4,458.20 
Y Total ces ee eee eee re a oct $9,576.98 
Dis buTrsemen tsinece sess 0 eee ere eee een TP siete FL oS: $3,528.34 
Balanée+..2 3 ee ee 2 ee es 6,048.64 
Lota Lesa oe WE Lee, Wes A ee ee $9,576.98 
State Relief Fund 

Balance Brought Forward from 1924 2. ee wx 9000.02 
Receipts; State Appropriation: 22). a eee 1,875.00 
Total «ace ae ee ee $11,035.52 
Disbursements 260275 no ee $1,784.00 
Cash’ Balance {22.00.25 Sa ee ee eee ee ee 9,251.52 
"Otal asec ok 2 coe eee eerie ee $11,035.52 


Fraternal Insurance 
Balance Brought Porward: from 1994... eee 3,560.40 
ReCeip ts £85. os2e esses nei oe ee OE oa 
Total up alate ele ea $24,588.69 


Ree ee eh, see eee $14,598.16 
eas lhe ses hy et cs th CD eh Seat Char ae eT 


RID BONE es elt sessacesesecersseea. $24,588.69 


Investments and Deposits of Treasurer 
Carolina Building, & Loan Association 2020.-ec.cbeceecccseces ee $17,500.00 


Disbursements 
Cash Balance 
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Wilmington Savings & Trust Company—Deposits.....:..... 4,138.03 
Wilmington Savings & Trust Company—Deposits............ 1,608.95 
Peeenicon National Bank..ieo i i a 1,097.45 

Undeposited check received from Secretary Miller at 
TUE ERGs Se Ree NY Cher ae? Se) ee Ree Sag” Pak se 314.24 
Commercial National Rank (Detanet) (eee eee 632.02 
LG hE) aie retin nth tii Memccgat oomme ee ta ene ea ile $25,290.69 


We, your Auditing Committee, recommend that the bond of the 
Treasurer pertaining to General Fund be increased to Eight Thou- 
sand (8,000.00) Dollars; also that the Treasurer’s bond pertaining 
to Fraternal Insurance Fund be increased to $15,000.00. 

We find, in going over the reports from the Secretaries and 
Treasurers of local boards of Trustees handling Firemen’s Relief 
Fund, that they have, in our humble opinion, for some reason, 
used these funds in a manner otherwise than prescribed by the 
laws of the State of North Carolina governing expenditures of 
. this fund, a few citations of which we will enumerate: 

Article One—Donation to Hospital. 

Article Two—Expenses of Delegates to Conventions, 

Article Three—Salary paid to Secretary and Treasurer of a 
Loeal Relief Fund. 

Article Four—Paid benefits to men who did not actually lose 
time from their daily work, as per interpretation of the Attorney 
. General. 

Article Five—Paid life insurance premiums on the firemen of 
one department. 

Article Six— Paid hospital bill located in another Shake and 
town from which said payment was made. 

Article Seven—Paying of printing bill. 

Article Eight—Purchase of furniture for firemen’s headquart- 


ers. % 
Respectfully submitted, 


J. C. KESLER, Chairman, 
H. E. NISSEN. 
G. W. MABREY. 


President Bennett: 


Gentlemen: You have heard the report of your Auditing Com- 


mittee, is there any discussion? 
Motion that the report of the Auditing Committee be accepted 


and adopted. Motion secondéd and carried. 


Chief Nissen: 
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Mr. Chairman: I have something that I would like to bring be- 
fore this body. Possibly it should come up under the head of 
miscellaneous business. A number of us have seen in the spend- 
ing of this fund which is regulated by the State of North Caro- 
lina acts of both omission and commission. Some of it we hear 
of and some of it we don’t. The Secretary gets all of it, and it is 
net up to him to tell us about it. I think the time has come, from 
now on, that the Insurance Commissioner should have the en- 
forcing of these laws, and that his attention should be drawn, 
hereafter, to each and every case, and I herewith wish to offer 
the following resolution: 

“Be it resolved: That this Association instruct our Secretary 
to notify the Insurance Commissioner of the State of North 
Carolina from year to year of any and all failures on the part of 
Fire Departments or Fire Companies holding membership in this 
Assodcjation, or of Trustees of Local Relief Funds, who do not 
comply with State Laws pertaining to the North Carolina State 
Firemen’s Association.” 


President Bennett: 


You have heard the resolution of Chief Nissen. What shall 
be done with it? Is there any discussion? 

Motion for the adoption of the resolution, and seconded. Motion 
carried. 


-Secretary Miller: 


We are getting along right nicely; we are doing business now 
and getting things in shape. Now, I want to suggest to this body 
of men—lI think it is the largest Convention that we have ever 
had. I don’t know whether it is on account of the City of Ashe- 
ville sending out this invitation to us at our last Convention, or 
what is the reason, but you are all here with us, and we like 
it. We like to look you straight in the face and see you here. 
We are going to do before this Convention adjourns I think, more 
than anything we have done in years, and what I want to say 
to you is this: 

We are deriving funds from three different sources in this or- 
ganization, to wit—We will not get the five per cent any longer 
from the Relief Fund as Secretary, but we expect you to settle 
up that five per, cent for 1923, which some of you have not done, 
But we have a record against you. Our report shows that for 
1923 we haven’t collected all as yet. Now, we want you to pay 
the Association what you owe. 

Another revenue is the fifty cents a year for each member. 
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Another is the Firemen’s Insurance Fund. Now, what I want to 
ask you to do, is when you send these checks in, that you make 
each and evet'y check show for what it is. That’s the reason that 
I had twenty-five cents somewhere and don’t know what it is. I 
try to make my books balance, but I can’t. I think I know how 
that twenty-five cents came about. Somebody owed me twenty 
cents, and I think somebody else owed be $4.40, and they sent me 
$4.20, and I gave a receipt for it and asked them to send me the 
20 cents, and then they sent it to me in stamps and I probably 
just put them in the stamp drawer. What I want you to do is to 
send check for each and every individual fund. I mean do that 
for your Secretary in the future, whoever he may be, do that for 
him as it will be of great assistance. 


President Bennett: 


You have just heard these words, gentlemen, from our Sec- 
retary, and it gives me great pleasure to say that during this 
year I have had full service from each and every one of you here. 
It is good to see you all here. We all like to see you come and 
attend these meetings and help in the work which carries on this 
Association. It has been highly gratifying to me to have served 
you this year. 


Secretary Miller: 


There has been another matter brought to my attention which 
I have been asked to present before you, and that is: In running 
our tournament, and especially the motor contest, it is very hard 
on the apparatus in each department to carry on this contest. 
There isn’t a chief wo will not tell you that he would rather not 
have his trucks in this contest. It has come to the attention of 
this organization that there is a possibility of securng a Type 10, 
American La France Motor Truck, to be owned by this Associa- 
tion, to pull off these contests with. It is not a question for me 
to discuss with you now whether we ought to secure this or not. 
What I want to say to you and ask you to do is to appoint a Com- 
mittee with authority to secure this piece of apparatus for the 
North Carolina State Firemen’s Association without any expense 
to the Association whatever. 

Motion made and seconded, that this Committee for the secur- 


ing of this truck be appointed. 


President Bennett: 


I want to suggest that we take this matter up with the dif- 
ferant trams throughout the State and that each town donate a 
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small amount towards the purchase of a truck for this purpose. 
We are not out for charity. I want each of you to do this for the 
Association. This truck Secretary Miller has spokemof is a good 
truck to run these races and will deliver the goods, whether new 
or second-hand. 


Secretary Miller: 


I understand that this truck can be secured in some way, and 
my notion is that it should become the property of this Associa- 
tion without any cost to the organization. 

Motion carried, that the committee for securing the truck spoken 
of, be appointed. 


Secretary Miller: 


I want to put the motion that W. H. Palmer, Acting Chief of 
the Charlotte Fire Department, Mr. Croom, of the Wilmington 
Department and Mr. L. F. Hunnicutt, of High Point, constitute - 
this Committee. 


Motion seconded and carried. 


Mr. A. B. Horney, First Vice-President: 


Gentlemen: I have a matter I want bring before the Conven- 
tion which should have been done some time ago. Last year I 
had occasion to go to Mr. Miller’s office to look over his books, 
with Mr. Bennett, our President. We found the books in great 
shape, but they entailed a lot of work, and he is only drawing 
$300.00 for that work. Now, I would like to make a motion here 
this morning, gentlemen, that he be allowed $150.00 for the work 
of last year, in addition to the compensation that he has already 
received. I would like to put that as a motion. Motion second- 
ed. 


Chief Nissen: 


I would like to amend that motion and make it an even $500.00 
for now, and hereafter. Motion seconded and carried. 


Chief A. B. Horney: 
In our By-Laws, it is left up to the Executive Committee to fix 
the salaries of the officers. 


Secretary Miller: 


I want to say to you, gentlemen, that I don’t like to undertake 
any work, unless I am interested and can give it all the time 
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it requires. And I want to tell you that these gentlemen tried to 
tell you the truth. I asked for a fire-proof safe last year to safe- 
guard our records. For over nine years I had kept them in the 
safe at the post-office, but last year I had to move them. They 
came down and gave me that safe. 

We started out in ‘the insurance business with an idea in our 
minds that it would be a little thing and we didn’t want to en- 
tail a lot of expense. But at the beginning of this year we had 
to start a new set of books, and from now on we will have no more 
trouble with those books. In order to protect myself in handling 
your funds I saw the necessity of putting in a set of records so 
that you can see every penny there, That is what we wanted and 
that is what we have done. Now, gentlemen, I have done this 
work because I like it and am interested in it, and I like to do 
it. I like to do things for the people because I am interested in 
them. As long as I can serve you and as long as I can give you 
value received I want to do it. Gentlemen, I thank you for the 
increase you have just voted fcr me this year. 


President Bennett: 


Gentlemen, I want to congratulate you on the thing you have 
just done for Secretary Miller, and I want to say to you and im- 
press upon you that he has worked faithfully and has earned every 
bit of it. 


Mr. John Foister: 


Mr. President, with your permission, I would like to ask the 
Convention to listen to our friend, John Lewis, of Statesville, in 
regard to the condition of Chief Fulp. 


Mr. John Lewis: 


Last year in this convention I asked you to help Mr. Fulp, which 
you did. I want to thank you for what you have done during the 
past year. Mr. Fulp has been confined to his bed since October, 
has not been out of the bed. In fact, he will never get out of bed 
again. As you know, he has tuberculosis. I really do not think 
we will need any help from the Association again because I don’t 
think the poor boy will live until the local fund is exhausted. Last 
year the local fund became exhausted in November and from that 
day he received from the State Association the sum of $400.00. If 
it had not been for that aid you gave him I don’t think he could 
have taken care of his family. He has a wife and five children, 
the eldest not being ten years old, and the youngest a mere 
baby. He is Chief of our Fire Department, and I don’t think a 
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man éver left a fire department in better condition than he did. 
He is down and out now. Dr. Davis makes affidavit that this 
young’ man contrated this fearful disease in the line of his duty, 
while fighting fires and at fire practice. That being so, I would 
like to ask the Association, should he live after our local fund is 
exhausted, I would like to ask this organization to help him 
again, 


Motion seconded and carried. 
President Bennett: 


I would like to say that I can substantiate what Mr. Lewis 
you who came up here in cars, to stop by Statesville arid see Mr. 
Fulp, and I want to say that I don’t think he will have to draw 
on this Association again. 

I want to ask any of you féllows, on your way back, any of 
you who cane up here in cars, to stoj by Statesville aad see Mr. 
Fulp, because I know he will be glad to see you and wants to see 
you. He told me he was hoping’ to be back with us again, because 
while there is life there is hope. But, I would like to repeat what 
I have just said, and ask any of you who can stop over in 
Statesville and spend a little time with him. 

Chief Duckett, Asheville: 

I think this is the right tinte for me to say something about 
what Mr. Lewis has said. About ninety per cent of you know 
Bill Brown of Salisbury, and also Mrs. Brown. Mrs. Brown for 
several months has been in the Ambler Sanatorium here. She has 
attended these conventions for years as you all know, and I would 
like to see this Convention send a bunch of flowers up to the 
Sanatorium to Mrs. Brown. I know Chief Brown will appreciate 
it. 

I make a motion that these flowers be sent to Mrs. Brown. And 
{ include in that a bunch be sent to Chief Fulp also. 

Motion seconded and carried. 


Mr. John Lewis: 


I would appreciate it if as many of you as cari will stop by and 
see Mr. Fulp. He loves you all and he asked me to make that 


request. So all of you who have automobiles, please go by and. 
see him, 


Mr. Styron, Morehead City: 
Mr. President: I would like to exterd an invitation to the 
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Convention to meet in my little town next year, now called the 
second Miami of Ameria, but in reality, Morehead City. 

Reading of telegrams and letters extending invitations to meet 
in Morehead City in 1926. 


President Bennett: 


You have heard the invitation from Morehead City. What is 
your pleasure as to it? 

Motion made and seconded to go to Morehead City in 1926. Mo- 
tion carried. 


Chief Barrow, Clinton: 


Mr. President: I would like to make a motion tha tthis Asso- 
ciation appoint a committee to offer a resolution of thanks to 
the City of Asheville for their courtesy to us while we have been 
in their city. 

Amendment that the Association as a body offer a resolution of 
thanks. Motion seconded. 


President Bennett: 


Gentlemen, you have heard the motion and the amendment as 
made and seconded that we extend to the City of Asheville our 
hearty thanks for their treatment while in their city, also to the 
Battery Park Hotel and other hotels of the City. 

Motion: adoptdd by the rising vote of the Convention. 

Motion by Chief Shelton, of Mt. Airy, that we do all we can 
with our members of the Legislature and the Governor of the 
State to let it be known that we are opposed to any persons sleep- 
ing over garages and filling stations. 

Moiton seconded and carried. 


Mr. James McNeill: 


Mr. President and my friends and comrades and associates of 
the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association: If there is any 
one thing in this life that is closer to my heart than the welfare 
of this Association, hardly with exception of my own family, it is 
the welfare of this body of men and what they represent. The 
best years of my life, as you all know, starting back yonder in 
1898, have been spent in the upbuilding, as far as any one man 
could, of this Association from almost nothing into this, splendid 
organization that we have today. But, my friends, times change, 
and men change with them, or rather, men change, and times 
change with them. The conditions of today are far different from 
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what they were a few short years ago. Where we used fo repre- 
sent simply a fraternity of men, you are now handling thou- 
sands and thousands of ‘dollars, and you have become a great busi- 
ness organization, you have become a great fraternal organiza- 
tion. You have become an organization that stands as a safeguard 
to every wife, mother, sister, daughter and those you love and 
those who love you, not only as men but as a brotherhood if evil 
or death befall. 

This is simply a prelude for me to say that your officers should 
be chosen wisely, they should not be chosen because they are good 
fellows, or because of geographical association, or of policy, but 
because of integrity, character and business ability. Your Board 
of Directors, supervisors, etc,, should be chosen with as much 
effort and care as if they were officers of a big bank. 

You are now going into the election of your officers for the 
coming year, and I want to throw this out to you to make you 
stop and think and govern yourselves and your votes for these 
officers solely by this one question, the best man for the best 
place. At the Convention at Fayetteville five years ago we adopt- 
ed the rule of rotation in office. We have not stuck to that faith- 
fully, but we are doing it now, and it is all right if you are care- 
ful how you arrange that rotation, A president going into office 
every year, he is new, he doesn5t know much about it, and at 
every years, he is new, he doesn’t know much about it, and at 
should be a high grade business man. Do you get all that I am 
saying, for I am talking right from my heart and from my brain. 
If there are any here who were at the convention of 1897 they 
know how near we came to becoming extinct at that time. I had 
declined the presidency twice at that time, and then they came and. 
begged me to accept that o%ce. I wouldn’t accept it unless they 
gave me the power to organize as best as I could. For twenty-five 
years I gave you the best I had of brain and heart. You aecept- 
ed that, and with your help we have built it up to an aimost 
perfect condition. 

In those days our finances were handled in hundreds of dollars; 
from your reports here today you are now handling thousands of 
dollars. We have today the best Secretary in America. I am 
not putting him in nomination because I don’t think it will be 
necessary, there will be plenty of others to do that. When the 
time comes I will make some remarks as to another officer. 

A few days ago I sent out an open letter to you people really 
stating briefly pretty much what I am saying now, and I am say- 
ing this for the benefit of those who did not receive one of those 
letters. I am simply asking you to put this Association upon the 
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highest plane as a business proposition. It is due to the past, 
and it is due to me that you should do this. I feel that my days 
are numbered—you ail know how old I am but I want to feel 
that this Association is in the hand of men who will carry it 
forward and forward and be a God’s blessing to the men, women 
and children of the firemen of North Carolina. ‘There is one man 
I would like to see nominated by this Gonvention, because I be- 
lieve it is for your best welfare that it should be done. We have 
passed a law in Raleigh now, which provides far better than we 
have in the past. We have thousands of dollars invested in 
things that we know not of. We lost $700.00 in a defunct bank 
in Wilmington. Those things should be changed. The money of 
this Association is sacred, and it should be bonded, if necessary. 
It should be made safe and secure for those whom you love. 
Be careful, therefore, my friends, my comrades, be careful whom 
you select for all your offices from President right on down, for 
upon their capacity as business men depends the future welfare of 
this Association. I thank you. (Applause.) 


Chief Nissen: 


I realize fully what Chief McNeill has done for this Association, 
and again I want to ask this body to tender him our appreciation 
for all that he has done, 

We have nothing in our lands which tells our Treasurer, who- 
ever he may be, how those funds should be invested, or in what 
class of bank deposited. I think our Executive Committee should 
instruct our Treasurer, whoever he may be, as to what character 
of bank to deposit both for the benefit of the Association and for 
the benefit of the Secretary, whoever he may be. And if I am in 
order I would like to put that as a motion, that hereafter our Ex- 
ecutive Committee advise with whomsoever the Treasurer may be as 
to how the funds of the Association may be invested and in what 
character of banks deposited. 


Mr. McNeill: The law which you helped us to pass in Raleigh 
provides for that. He is now bound to be guided by our Executive 
Committee, that is law now. I wish to God it had been in the 
past, 


President Bennett: 


- You have heard the motion made by Chief Nissen for our vote 
of thanks for Captain McNeill’s service to this Association through 
the years. Motion seconded and carried. 


. President Bennett: 
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We have now come to the time of election of your officers for 
the ensuing year. That of lection of your president is first in 
order and we are open for nomination for this office at the present 
time, 


Mr. John Foister: 


Of course, we all know what we are going to do, because there 
is only one thing to do, but just because of the cooperation of 
our good friend, Horney and because of the love and respect I 
have for all of you, I hurried up to name Chief Horney, of High 
Point. 

Motion that the Secretary cast the unanimous vote of the Con- 
vention for Chief Horney for the presidency for the ensuing year. 
Motion seconded and carried. 


President Bennett: 


I want to say to you gentlemen that I have served with Chief 
Horney this year, and at all times he has been ready to cooperate 
and do all things that he has been called upon to do, and I am sure 
that he will carry on the work of this Association and we will 
have a good meeting next year under his leadership. 


Mr. A. B. Horney: 


Comrades, I am more than pleased, I cannot make a speech, 
and I wouldn’t if I could as we haven’t got the time for long 
speechmaking now, there is so much more work to be done to 
complete the business of this session. But I want to thank you 
for what you have done for me today, and to assure you that I 
have tried to the best I could to carry on this year, and will con- 
tinue to do my best to carry on the work that President has done 
during the year. 


President Bennett: 


The next nomination in order is that of Vice-President. 

Motion made and seconded that the Secretary cast a ballot for 
Chief Duckett, of Asheville as Vice-President for the ensuing year. 
Motion carried. 


Chief Duckett: 


Fellows, I appreciate this honor very much more than I can tell 
you. To me it is a real honor to be an officer of this Association. 
This is one of the largest associations in the country, when you 
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almost three thousand members, therefore it is a real honor to 
be an officer of the organization. And I want to assure you that 
I will serve you in every way that I can to the very best of my 
ability. I thank you. 


President Bennett: 


The next office in line is that of Secretary of this Association. 
Motion that Secretary Miller be re-elected to succeed himself. 
Mr. Miller elected by the unanimous vote of the Convention. 


President Bennett: 


I want to say to you that we have a real man here, and so long 
as we can keep him in this office I feel that we can always feel 
safe as to the affairs of the Association. He is ready to be of 
service at all times, day and night. I have called him up early 
and late, Sunday and every other day, and he has always been 
right there ready and willing to give me any cooperation he could, 
and I am sure you have selected a man who is more than worthy 
of all your confidence. 


President Bennett: 


Nominations are now in order for the office of Treasurer of this 
Assoviation for the coming year. 


Chief Nissen: 


I would like to place in nomination a man who has been active 
with us for twelve years past, Mr. Charles Schnibben. 


Mr. James D. McNeill: 


Now, upon the same lines that I addressed you a while ago I 
want your attention for a few moments while I place in nomination 
a man for the office of Treasurer of your Association. Thus far 
you have done well, there is no doubt about that. Horney, Duckett 
and Miller, three good men, no quesction about that. And I am 
very anxious that you should continue to keep that same good 
judgment, good men, capable men and business men for your of- 
ficers. This Association has been fortunate since it started. 
When I was first elected President we had Tom Green, President 
of a bank in New Bern for our Treasurer. He held that office 
for_nine years and filled it loyally. Then we elected Roland Tay- 
lor, of Winston-Salem, a splendid man, as all know, one of the best 
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men we had in the Association. He held the office for nine or 
ten years. We then met in Wilmington. John Schnibben had 
been our host and we all felt that something should be done for 
him, so we electd him Treasurer. Today is different, there has 
come a wonderful change in our organization, requiring expert tal- 
ent, an expert bookkeeper to carry on this end of our business. 
Chief Schnibben has had the honor and the emolument for eleven 
long years. He cannot expect to hold it forever, and I think it 
is time that we were establishing a new system of handling the 
funds of the Association. We have now a law that there can 
be no more investments in anything, no more putting it into de- 
funct banks. It was my privilege as an appointee of your Presi- 
dent to serve with one of your comrades, one of your men, in 
Raleigh during the sessions of the Legislature last winter, lobby- 
ing to put the laws upon the statute books of your State. 
My associate impressed me, standing out among the other men of 
this Association, as one man surely the peer, and the equal of any 
other man in our brotherhood, to fill that highly honorable and 
responsible position as Treasurer of this Association. That man 
was John Kesler, you all know him, You have heard him as 
Chairman of the Auditing Committee here today, and I am put- 
ting him in nomination for Treasurer for the ensuing year, and 
as long as he may prove worthy of the office. (Applause.) 


Mr. J. H. Wood, Asheville: 


May I have the floor to second the nomination that has been 
made for Mr. Charles Schnibben. I want to say that Mr. Kesler, 
of Salisbury, is my friend and a friend that I value, but I do 
feel that nothing has been put on the records which reflects in 
any way against our present incumbent, and I simply want to say 
that I would like to second the nomination for Mr Charles 
Schnibben, one of our oldest chiefs, one of our most respected 
chiefs and I hope that his name will be considered on the 
floor. : 

Motion that the nominations for cape be closed. Motion 
seconded and carried. 

Roll call by Secretary Miller for the election of Treasur- 
er. 

Schnibben—159 

Kesler—101 


Mr. Kesler: 


I thank the frinds who voted for me, and I also want to thank 
the friends who voted for Mr, Schnibben. He is a good man and 
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I am glad he has been elected. I move that we make this vote 
unanimous. — 

Charles Schnibben elected Treasurer by a rising vote of the 
Convention. 


Mr. Charles Schnibben: 


Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the-Convention: I want to 
thank you with all my heart for your vote today, and I assure you 
that I more than appreciate it. In regard to the accusation that 
was brought up here that there is $17,500.00 invested “God knows 
where.” I want to tell you this: 

This money is invested in one of the best places in Wilmington, 
in the Carolina Building & Loan Association. It is bringing five 
per cent, and if it stays in there long enough it will bring six 
per cent, but we can get it any time, and gentlemen, it is up to the 
Committee to instruct me where to put it and it will be done. If 
you want it tomorrow you can get it. 


President Bennett: 
Were are now in order for the nomination of our Statistici- 
an. 


Mr. 
_ Gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure to place before you.our 
present Statistician, Mr. Charles Styron, of Morehead City. 

Motion made that the nominations for Statistician be closed. 
Motion carried. 

Motion that Secretary Miller be instructed to cast the vote of 
the meeting for Mr. Styron as Statistician. 


Motion seconded and carried. 


Mr. Charles Styron: : 
Gentlemen, I thank you for this honor. I will serve you in the 
future as in the past, as best I can. Gentlemen, I thank you. 


President Bennett: 

At this time we have with us, a gentleman, Mr. Bartlett, of the 
Commission of Public Safety in Asheville, who has been attend- 
ing our convention for the past four years... He is ne of our best 
friends, and he has a few words for us, and I am assuring him 


that we. are glad to hear him. 


Mr. Bartlett: 
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Gentlemen of the Convention: I first wish to thank you for 
the splendid time that you have been giving us, and I hope you 
are enjoying this convention as well as we are. But from all 
outward appearances you are. It has been a great pleasure to 
us to have you here, and I hope as great a one to you to be 
here. 

I want to tell you first that at 3:30 there will be some care here to 
take you out. I think we are going through the Vanderbilt es- 
tate, and from there we will go up to Sunset Mountain. Those 
of you who have cars and would rather use them will have them 
here in front of the hotel at tha ttime. 

It has been a great pleasure, indeed, to have you here. When 
I invited you to come here last year, I told you I would furnish 
all the whiskey you would need and I have kept my word, and done 
that (Applause) I want to say that this has been just what I was 
after. You all seem to be drinking in the atmosphere and the 
fresh air and the good water of these mountains, and haven’t 
seen to need any of the good whiskey that we spoke of, and, 
therefore I haven’t had to put out any. I must say that this has 
been one of the most sober conventions that I had ever seen. 
(Applause.) 

Now, we want your lady friends to get in all the good times 
they can this afternoon and during their stay in our city, and 
just. please let them get out and enjoy what we have prepared for 
them. We want to give them a good time so that they will want 
to come back here next year when you have gone down yonder. 
We want to get them up here alone next year (Applause) I am 
not going to tell you what Sherwood Brockwell says, because it 
won’t do for publication. < 

Tomorrow, we are going to give a barbecue, and a dance 
tomorrow night, and after that’s all over, see me. (Applause.) 


President Bennett: 


I want to say that we appreciate your remarks, Mr. Commission- 


er, and we all know that you have given us a good time and 


we are enjoying your hospitality, and I want to say that I think 
we can leave the ladies here with him safely. 

Gentlemen, I want to ask now, that the Honorable J. H. Wood 
give us a few words along the line of the Firemen’s Insurance 
Fund. That is one of his pet hobbies, I believe, and we would 
like to hear from him. 


Mr. J. H. Wood, Ashevile: 


Gentlemen, I am not gojig to keep you, and I just want to say 
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to you that the Secretary’s report of ur life insurance feature is 
most gratifying. If I remember correctly we paid twenty death 
indemnities last year, and you can see what that means to the 
families of those men. Twenty families last year had something 
they never had before from the men who worked for the families 
they had left. 

I want to ask you to get behind this as much as you can and let’s 
make this insurance bigger and better. You are not doing: this 
for yourselves, you are doing it for the fellow working shoulder 
to shoulder with you every year. Those assessments of $1.10 are 
a small thing, and you can help these boys to take care of the 
families of the boys who have gone before. Let’s help these fami- 
lies. Thank you very much. 


Meeting adjourned, to meet in Morehead City, in 1926. 


MEMORIAL 


B. M. REGISTER, Kinston 

P. L. McCABE, Tarboro 

EARL M. MOSER, Statesville 
CHAS. D. WALKER, Burlington 
JOHN K. COLVIN, Asheville 

R. G. PICKETT, High Point 

S. E. ALLRED, Winston-Salem 
B. B. BRANNOCK, Mount Airy 
J. A. WALKER, Statesville 
GEORGE F. ADAMS, Black Mountain 
JAMES H. PRINCE, Greensboro 
R. P. ANDREWS, Chapel Hill 

F. L. STUTTZ, Charlotte 

L. J. COLLINS, Leaksville 

G. C. SAUNDERS, Winston-Salem 
J. H. LITGEN, Wilmington 
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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF FIREMEN’S RELIEF FUND 
JUNE 30, 1924 to JUNE 30, 1925. 


Albemarle 
Andrews 
Asheboro 
Asheville 
Ayden 
Beaufort 
Benson 
Bryson City 
Burlington 
Canton 
Carthage 
Chapel Hill 
Charlotte 
Cherryville 
Concord 
Dunn 
Durham 


East Spencer 


Edenton 
Farmville 
Fayetteville 
Franklinton 
Gastonia 
Gibsonville 
Goldsboro 
Graham: 
Greensboro 
Greenville 
Henderson 
Hickory 
High Point 
Laurinburg 
Leakesville 
Lenior 
Lexington 
Lillington 
Lincolnton 
Littleton 
Louisburg 


Balance 


$ 647.66 
115.25 


420.68 
324.11 
247.32 


2,342.30 
562.47 
260.33 
379.07 
18,244.52 
65.00 
2,078.26 
1,295.40 
9,583.13 
33.25 
1,114.07 
668.74 
1,837.99 


4,201.57 


4,846.03 
640.23 
10,496.45 
4,054.34 
2,638.42 
1,888.86 
6,029.10 
1,176.37 
256.96 
1,621.75 
2,422.00 


923.00 


1,112.56 


Receipts Disbursements Balance 
June 30, 1924 


$ 170.64 
103.99 - 


133.75 © 


106.19 
55.99 
37.15 


797.19 
21.12 
50.32 

108.46 

3,741.07 

106.40 

705.57 

198.48 

1,696.37 


184.58 
250.37 
496.13 

74.51 


54.95 
2,356.48 
85.62 
4,021.64 
422.52 
1,041.88 
472.57 
2,376.65 
191.24 
135.89 
146.05 
99.29 
75.09 
131.70 
112.83 
296.84 


$ 8.52 
2.44 


167,22 


252.36 
7.28 


5.00 
1,244.17 


LLL. 
471.26 
57.50 


20.00 
162.50 
405.00 


1,468.82 
2.50 
903.92 


142.02 
702.50 
36.20 
516.82 
330.30 
10.74 
25.00 
171.34 
50.00 
5.00 
5.00 


18.08 


June 30, 1925 


$ 809.78 
216.80 
133.75 

10,285.23 
359.65 
380.10 
284.47 


2,887.36 
576.31 
310.65 
482.53 

20,741.42 
171.40 
2,766.72 
1,493.88 
11,222.00 
33.25 

1,278.65 
756.61 

1,929.12 

74.51 

2,732.75 

52.45 

6,398.59 

725.85 
14,376.08 

3,774.36 

3,644.10 

1,844.61 

8,075.45 

1,356.87 
367.85 

1,596.41 

2,471.29 

70.09 

1,049.70 
112.83 

1,391.32 
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Lumberton 
Marion 
Maxton 
Monroe 
Mooresville 
Morehead City 
Morganton 
Mount Airy 
Mount Olive 
New Bern 
Newton, 

North Wilkesboro 
Oxford 
Raleigh 

Red Springs 
Roanoke Rapids 
Rockingham 
Rocky Mount 
Roxboro 
Salisbury 
Sanford 
Smithfield 
Southern Pines 
Southport. 
Spencer 
Statesville 
Tarboro 
Wadesboro 
Wake Forest 
Warrenton 
Washington 
Waynesville 
Wilmington 
Wilson 
Winston-Salem 
Reidsville 
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Balance 


June 30, 1924 


1,764.48 
442.07 
611.65 
986.18 
500.38 
512.84 
815.00 

2,649.08 
387.92 

1,028.50 
551.49 
801.31 

1,899.63 

5,445.27 

9.25 
841.47 

1,353.95 

5,995.16 
477.16 

3,345.97 

1,064.26 
349.16 

1,895.17 
199.57 
518.08 

1,014.52 

2,307.07 

1,736.79 

137.36 
457.34 

3,629.83 

153.36 


8,068.18 
10,297.49 
3,023.61 


303.25 
142.72 


39.44 
94.91 
88.21 
263.59 
934.14 
372.69 
1,197.18 
92.08 
379.66 
867.71 
1,608.24 
587.29 
139.28 
426,13 
2,169.20 
113.70 
585.44 
197.38 
237.70 
189.76 
30.52 
80.54 
1,031.50 


261.55 © 


212.00 
47.24 
96.69 
474.07 
142.98 


1,106.21 


3,396.87 
363.40 


7.50 
17.70 
2.50 
118.50 
28.00 
62.00 
15.52 
30.86 


90.81 


16.36 
91.06 
1,013.00 


862.40 
5.68 
44.00 
37.00 
313.54 


16.03 
1,563.44 


57.95 
25,00 


543.00 
192,82 
41.00 


Receipts Disbursements Balance 


June 30, 1925 
2,060.23 
567.09 
609.15 
$07.12 
567.35 
539.05 
1,163.07 
3,552.36 
760.61 
2,134.87 
643.57 
1,164.61 
2,676.28 
6,040.51 
546.54 
980.75 
1,783.08 
7,301.96 
585.18 
3,887.41 
1,224.14 
273.32 
2,084.98 
230.09 
582.59 
482.58 
2,568.62 
1,948.79 
184.60 
496.08 
4,078.90 
296.34 
30,655.36 
8,631.39 
13,501.54 
3,333.90 
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AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 


Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Gen- 
eral Assembly Convened: 


pection 1. That C, D. Benhow, J. G. Fowler, Be JElam Fale i 
Boyd, C. F. Thomas, J. R. Donnell, Charles Whittington and S. D. 
Wilson, of Crecnbare: dns McNeill, of Fayetteville; J. T. Thack- 
er, W. F. Keith, S., AS Sink, C. D. Snipes, F. H. Vogler, F. C. 
Meinung, of Winston-Salem; E. B. Englehard, T. W. Blake, F, H. 
Lumsden and F. Branan, of Raleigh; H. E. Heartt, of Durham; 
J. B. Swinson, of Charlotte, and such other persons as are asso- 
ciated with them, and their successors be, and they hereby are con- 
stituted a body politic and corporate by the name of the North 
Carolina State Firemen’s Association, and may by that name sue 
and be sued and prosecute and ‘defend suits in all courts in the 
State and may have and use a common seal, and alter the same 
at pleasure. May take contracts and be capable in law of pur- 
chasing, holding and conveying any real or personal estate for 
the benefit of said Association or corporation, provided, the said 
corporation shall not any time hold real or persnal estate of great- 
er amount than, ten thousand ($10,000) dollars. 


Sec. 2. The purpose for which said Association is organized 
are: The protection and promotion of the best interests of the fire- 
men of North Carolina, the compilation of fire statistics, the col- 
lection of information concerning the practical workings of dif- 
cerning the merits of the different kinds of apparatus in use and 
cerning the merits of the dierffent kinds of apparatus in use and 
the improvements in,the same, the cultivation of a fraternal fel- 
lowship between the different companies of the State. 


Sec. 3. Said Association or corporation shall have power to ap- 
point officers, hold meetings, adopt Constitution and enact such 
By-Laws in such manner as their Constitution may prescribe, and 
make such rules and regulations as may be necessary to carry into 
effect the objects and aims of the Association; provided, that such 
Constitution and By-Laws, rules and regulations be not repugnant 
to the Constitution of the State and of the United States. 


Sec. 4. That this act shall be inj force from and after its rati- 


fication. 
Ratified the 11th day of March, A. D., 1889. 
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THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION 


PREAMBLE. 


We, the members of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation in order to form a more perfect organization, establish har- 
mony of action, insure prosperity and promote the best interests 
of the Firemen of North Carolina, and compile statistics of infor- 
mation concerning the practical working of various systems and 
the merits of the different apparatus in use for the extinguishing 
of fires, also the cultivation of fraternal fellowship between the 
several Fire Departments of the State, do hereby establish the fol- 
lowing Constitution and By-Laws: 


State Firemen’s Association 93 


RULES OF ORDER 


1, The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum; all 
questions of order shall be decided by him, subject to an appeal of 
the Association. 

2. Every member when he speaks shall rise, standing in his 
place, addressing the presiding officer, and shall omit personalities 
and confine himself to the questions under debate, 


3. When two or more members shall rise at once, the presiding 
officer shall name the one who shall speak first. 

4. A member when called to order shall immediately sit down un- 
less permitted to explain by the Chair. If there be no appeal, the 
decision shall be conelusive. 

5. Every delegate shall vote, unless excused by the Association, 
but no delegate shall vote on any question in which he shall have 
a direct individual or pecuniary interest, and the President shall 
only vote in case of a tie. 

6. The ayes and nays shall be taken and entered upon the minutes 
of the Association, if required by three delgates. 

7. All business not provided for in these By-Laws shall be 


transacted according to the parliamentary rules that govern delib- 


erate bodies. No less than the representative of five companies 


shall constitute a quorum. 
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FIREMEN'S RELIEFTEUND 


Art. 1—State Appropriations 


6056. ANNUAL APPROPRIATION. The sum of two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars is hereby appropriated annually and 
shall constitute a “Firemen’s Relief Fund.” 


6057. PAYMENT BY STATE TREASURER. The treasurer 
of the state shall pay the amount constituting the firemen’s re- 
lief fund on the warrant of the auditor, one-fourth to the treasurer 
of the North Carolina State Volunteer Firemen’s Association, 
properly chartered by law, and three-fourths to the treasurer of 
the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association. The treasurer 
of the North Carolina State Volunteer Firemen’s Association shall © 
give bond, and the Association shall disburse the funds in the 
same manner and under the same rules as the North Carolina 
State Firemen’s Association, 


6058. APPLICATION OF FUND. The money so paid into the 
hands of the treasurer off the North Carolina State Firemen’s As- 
sociation shall be known and remain as the “Firemen’s Relief 
Fund” of North Carolina, and shall be used as a fund for the 
relief of firemen, members of such association, who may be in- 
jured or rendered sick by disease contracted in the actual dis- 
charge of duty as firemen, and for the relief of widows, children, 
and if there be no widow or children, then dependent mothers of 
such firemen killed or dying from disease’ so contracted in such 
discharge of duty; to be paid in such manner and in such sums 
to such individuals of the classes herein named and described as 
may be provided for and determined upon in accordance with. the 
constitution and by-laws of said association, artd such provisions 
and determinations made pursuant to said constitution and by- 
laws shall be final and conclusive as to the persons entitled to 
benefits and as to the amount of benefit to be received, and no ac- 
tion at law shall be maintained against said Association to en- 
force any claim or recover any benefit under this article or under 
the constitution and by-laws of said Association; but if any 
officer or committee of said Association omit or refuse to perform 
any duty imposed upon him or them, nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to prevent any proceedings against said officer or 
committee, to compel him or them to perform such duty. No fire- 
man shall be entitled to re eive any benefits under this section until 
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the Firemen’s Relief Fund of his city or town shall have been 
exhausted. 


6059. TREASURER TO FILE REPORT AND GIVE BOND. 
The treasurer of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association 
shall make a detailed report to the state treasurer of the yearly 
expenditures of the appropriation under this chapter on or be- 
fore the end of the fiscal year, showing the total amount of money 
in his hands at the time of the filing of the report, and shall give 
a bond to the state of North Carolina with good and sufficient 
surities to the satisfaction of the treasurer of the state of North 
Carolina in a sum not less than the amount of money on hand 
as shown by said report. 


6060. WHO SHALL PARTICIPATE IN THE FUND. The 
line of duty entitling one to participate in the fund shall be so 
construed as to mean actual fire duty only, and any actual duty 
eonnected with the fire department when directed to perform the 
same by an officer in charge. 


6061. WHO MAY BECOME MEMBERS. Any organized Fire 
Company in North Carolina, holding itself ready for duty may, 
upon compliance with the requirements of said constitution and 
by-laws, become a member of the North Carolina State Firemen’s 
Association, and any firemen of good moral character in North 
Carolina, and belonging to an organized fire company, who will 
comply with the requirements of the constitution and by-laws of 
the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association may become a 
member of said association. 


6062. APPLIED TO MEMBERS OF REGULAR FIRE COM- 
PANY. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to any fire- 
man who is a member of a reularly organized fire company, and 


ig a member in good standing of the North Carolina State Fire- 


men’s Association. 
Art. 2.—Fund Derived From Fire Insurance Companies 


6063. FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES TO REPORT PRE- 
MIUMS COLLECTED. Every fire insurance company, corpora- 
tion, or association doing business in any incorporated town or 
city in North Carolina that has, or may hereafter have, a regular- 
ly organized fire department under the control of thd mayor and 
uncil or other governing body of said town or city, and 
which has in serviceable condition for fire duty apparatus and 
equipment amounting in value to one thousand dollars or more, 


and which enforces the fire laws to the satisfaction of the in- 


city co 
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surance commissioner shall return to the insurance commissioner 
of the state of North Carolina a just and true account of all 
premiums collected and received from all fire insurance business 
done within the corporate limits of such towns and cities during 
year ending December thirty-first, or such portion thereof as they 
may have transacted such business in such towns and cities. Such 
companies, corporations, or associations shall make said returns 
within sixty days from and after the thirty-first day of December 
of each year. 


6064. TAX ON RECEIPTS FOR PREMIUMS. Every fire 
insurance company, corporation or association as aforesaid shall, 
within seventy-five days from December thirty-first of each year, 
deliver and pay to the state insurance commissioner the sum 
of fifty cents out of and from every one hundred dollars, and at 
that rate, upon the amount of all premuims written on fire and 
lightning policies covering property situated within the incorporat- 
ed limits of such towns and cities during the year ending Decem- 
ber thirty-first in each year, or for such portion of each year as 
said company, corporation, or association shall have done busi- 
ness in said towns and cities. 


6065. INSURANCE COMMISSIONER TO INVESTIGATE 
RETURNS AND COLLECT TAX. Every such company, cor- 
poration, or association shall make accurate returns of all busi- 
ness done, both, on, fire and lightning insurance, covering property 
situated within the limits of such towns and cities; and in case 
any fraud, misrepresentation, or mistake of any returns, as pro- 
vided for in this article,; be apparent, it shall be the duty of the 
insurance commissioner to investigate such returns and collect 
the amount which he shall find to be due. 


6066. PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO PAY TAX. Every fire 
insurance company, association, or corporation aforesaid which 
shall knowingly or wilfully fail or neglect to report or pay over 
any of the money due on premiums as aforesaid, at the times 
and in the manner specified in this article, or shall be found upon 
examination to have made a false return of business done by them, 
shall for each offense forfeit and pay the sum of three hundred 
dollars for the use and benefit of the fire department of such town 


or city, to.be recovered in a civil action in the name of the town 
or city. 


6067. INSURANCE COMMISSIONER TO PAY FUND TO 
TREASURER. The insurance commissioner shall deduct the sum 
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of five per cent. from the money so collected from the insurance 
companies, corporations, or associations, as aforesaid, and pay 
the same over to the treasurer of the State Firemen’s Associa- 
tion for general purposes and the remainder of the money so col- 
lected from the insurance companies, corporations, or associations, 
as aforesaid, doing business in the several towns and cities in the 
State having, or that may hereafter have organized fire depart- 
ments as provided in this article, said insurance commissioner shall 
pay to the treasurer of each town or city to be held by him as a 
separate and distinct fund, and he shall immediately pay the same 
to the treasurer of the local board of trustees upon his election 
and qualification, for the use of the board of trustees of the 
firemen’s local relief fund in each town or city, composed of five 
members, residents of said city or town as hereinafter provided 
for, to be used by them for the purposs as named in section 
6069. 


6068. TRUSTEES APPOINTED; ORGANIZATION. In each 
town or city complying with and deriving benefits from the pro- 
visions of this article there shall be appointed annually in Jan- 
uary, a local board of trustees, known as the trustees of the fire- 
men’s relief fund, to be composed of five members, two of whom 
shall be named by the members of the local fire department, two 
by the mayor and board of aldermen or other local governing 
body, the remaining member by the State insurance commissioner, 
all to hold office for two yearsy or until their successors are ap- 
pointed, and to serve without pay for their services. They shall 
immediately after appointment organize by electing from their 
members a chairman and a secretary and. treasurer, which two 
last positions may be held by the same person. The treasurer of 
said board of trustees shall give a good and sufficient bond in a 
sun{ equal to the amount of moneys in his hands, to be approved 
by the insurance commissioner, for the faithful and proper dis- 


charge of the duties of his office. Pes 


6069. DISBURSEMENT OF FUND BY TRUSTEES. The 
board of trustees shall have entire control of the funds derived 
from the provisions of this article, and shall disburse the funds 


only for the following purposes: 


1. To safeguard any fireman in active service from financial 

loss, occasioned by sickness contracted or injury received while 
2 . . 

in the performance of his duties as a fireman. 


2. To provide a reasonable support for those actually de- 
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pendent upon the services of any fireman who may lose his life 
in the fire service of his town, city or state, either by accident or 
from disease contracted or injury received by reason of such 
service. The amount is to be determined according to the earning 
capacity of the deceased. 


3. To safeguard any fireman who has honorably served for a 
period of five years in the fire service of his city or town from 
ever becoming an inmate of any almshouse or actually dependent 
upon charity. 


4. To provide for the payment of any fireman’s assessment in 
the Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund of the State of North 
Carolina, if the board of trustees find as a fact that said fire- 
man is unable to pay the said assessment by reason of dis- 
ability. 


6070. TRUSTEES TO KEEP ACCOUNT AND FILE RE- 
PORT; EFFECT OF FAILURE. The board of trustees shall 
keep a correct amount of all moneys receivd and disbursd by 
them, and shall at the annual meeting of the North Carolina 
State Firemen’s Association render an itemized statement of the 
same, for publication in the annual report, a copy of which report 
shall be made annually to the state insurance commissioner; and 
in case any board of trustees in any of the towns and cities bene- 
fitted by this article shall neglect or fail to perform their duties, 
or shall willfully misappropriate the funds entrusted to their 
care, or shall neglect or fail to report at the annual meeting at 
the state association, then the insurance commissioner shall with- 
hold any and all further payments to said boaid of trustees, or 
their successors, until the matter has been fully investigated by 
an official of the State Firemen’s Association, and adjusted to 
the satisfaction of the state insurance commissioner. Should 
such payments be unadjusted for a period of fifteen months from 
the time when such payments would otherwise have been made 
then the insurance commissioner shall pay over the said amount 
to the treasurer of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Associa- 
tion and shall constitute a part of the firemen’s relief fund. 


6071. MUNICIPAL CLERK TO CERTIFY LIST OF FIRE 
COMPANIES; EFFECT OF FAILURE. The clerk of any city, 
town or village or other municipal corporation having an organized 
fire department shall, on or before the 31st day of October in 
each year, make and file with the insurance commissioner his cer- 
tificate, stating the existence of such department, the number of 
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steam, hand or other engines, hook and ladder trucks and hose 
carts in actual use, the number of organized companies, and ‘he 
system of water supply in use for such departments, together with 
such other facts as the insurance commissioner may require, on a 
blank to be furnished by him. If the certificate required by this 
section is not filed with the insurance commissioner on or before 
October thrty-first in any year, the city, town or village so fail- 
ing to file such certificate shall forfeit the payment next due to 
be paid to said board of trustees, and the insurance commissioner 
shall pay over said amount to the treasurer of the North Garolina 
State Firemen’s Association and same shall constitute a part of 
the firemen’s relief fund. 


6072. FIRE DEPARTMENTS TO BE MEMBERS OF STATE 
ASSOCIATION AND SEND DELEGATE TO MEETING. For 
the purpose of supervision and as a guaranty that the provisions 
of this article shall be honestly administered in a business-like 
manner, it is provided that every department enjoying the bene- 
fits of this law shall be a member of the North Carolina State 
Firemen’s Association, send at least one accredited delegate to the 
annual meeting of said association and comply with its consti- 
tution and by-laws. If the fire department of any city, town or 
village shall fail to send at least one delegate to the annual 
meeting of the State Firemen’s Association and otherwise fails 
to comply with the constitution and by-laws of said Association 
said city, town or village shall forfeit its right to the next annual 
payment due from the funds mentioned in this article, and the in- 
surance commissioner shall pay over said amount to the treasurer 
of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association and same shall 
constitute a part of the firemen’s relief fund: Provided, however, 
That the failure of any department to have a delegate or repre- 
sentative present at the annual meeting of the association shall 
not have such effect if in the opinion of a majority of the Execu- 
tive Committee of said association such delegate or representa- 
tive had a valid excuse for his failure so to attend. 


6073. NO DISCRIMINATION ON ACCOUNT OF COLOR. 
Inasmuch as there are in a number of towns and cities of this 
state fire companies composed exclusively of colored men, it is 
expressly provided that the local board of trustees shall make 
no discrimination on account of color in the payment of bene- 
fits. The treasurer of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation shall pay to the treasurer of the North Carolina State 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association one-sixth of the funds arising 
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from the five per cent. paid him by the insurance commissioner 
each year, to be used by said North Carolina State Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Association for general purposes. 


Sec. 2. “That all laws and clauses of laws in conflict with the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed, 


Sec. 3. That this act shall be in force and effect from and after 
its ratification. 

In the General Assembly, read three times and ratified, this 21st 
day of February 1925. 
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CONSTITUTION 


Article I. 


Section 1—This organization shall be known as the North Caro- 
lina State Firemen’s Association. 


Article II. 


Section 1.—The officers of this Association shall consist of a 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Statistician, 
and they shall constitute the Executive Committee and will hold 
their respective offices for one year, or until their successors shall 
be elected and qualified. 


Article ITI. 

Section 1.—The members of the Association shall consist of 
the several Chiefs and Assistant Chiefs of the Fire Departments, 
Fire Marshalls, Suprintendents of Fire Alarm, Superintendents 
' of Waterworks, Building and. Electric Inspectors, and each regular 
organized fire Company in the several Fire Departments of the 
State; said persons and companies complying with the provisions 
of the Constitution and By-Laws of this Association, and all in- 
dividual members of such fire companies, who comply with the pro- 
visions of the Constitution and By-Laws of this Association, shall, 
also, by virtue of their membership of such companies, be members 
of this Association for the purpose of participating in the bene- 
fits of this Association, and the funds disbursed by it, so long as 
said company remains a member of the Association, and no long- 
er. But should any member fail to pay his per capita tax, when 
called for, and in accordance with the By-Laws of this Associa- 
tion, he shall be debarred from the privileges of this Associa- 
tion. : 

Section 2.—Any member injured or made sick by disease con- 
tracted in the actual discharge of his duty as a Fireman, shall 
be entitled to the benefits from the “Firemen’s Relief Fund” of 
this Association, as set forth and contained in the By-Laws of 
said Association; and should death result from such injury or 
sickness the widow, if any, of such deceased fireman shall receive 
such an amount and for such purposes as 1s set forth and con- 
tained in the By-Laws of this Association, and in case there is 
then the Company of which such deceased fireman was 


no widow, 
Il receive such an amount and for such purposes 


a member sha 
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as is set forth and contained in the By-Laws of this Associa- 
tion. 


Section 8.—Every person or company eligible and desiring to 
become a member of this Association shall make application to 
the Secretary, and at the same time pay to him the prescribed 
membershi ‘p fee, and thereupon, if such applicant or company be 
eligible he or such company shall become a member of this Asso- 
ciation. 


Section 4.—All companies represented in this Association must 
be in full accord and in good standing in the Fire Department of 
the c,ty, town or village where they are located, and if at any 
time they are not so, they shall forfeit all rights to membership 
in this Association, and companies that do not affiliate with the 
fire Department of the City, Town or Village where they are locat- 
ed shall not be entitled tad membership in this Association. 


Article IV. 


Section 1.—The annual meetings of the Association shall be 
held at such place as the Association shall select, if said Asso- 
ciation selects such place, and if not, then the Executive Com- 
mittee shall select the place, and the said Executive Committee 
shall select the time of holding all annual meetings of the Asso- 
ciation. 


Section 2.—A failure to hold any annual meeting at the time des- 
ignated in the Constitution shall in no wise make a disolution of 
the Association. 


Section 3.—The Executive Committee shall meet at such time 


and place as they may decide, on a calh of the President or a 
majority of said Committee. 


Article V. 


Section 1.—If any vacancy shall occur by reason of death, res- 
ignation or otherwise of any of the officers of this Association, such 
vacancy shall be filled by the Executive Committee for the unex- 
pired term for which said officer was elected. 


Article VI. 


Section 1.—This Association shall have the power, to alter, 
amend, repeal or revise this Constitution and the By-Laws by a 
two-thirds vote of the members of the Association present entitled 
to vote; provided the proposed amendment shall have been sub- 


mitted in writing at a previous meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee, 
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BY-LAWS 


DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


Article I. - 


Section 1.—It shall be the duty of the President to preside over 
the meetings of the Association and to counter-sign all orders, 
warrants or vouchers duly granted by the Association, Executive 
Committee or other officer of the Association. He shall receive 
$250.00 compensation as annual salary, to be paid quarterly by 
warrant on the Treasurer issued by the Secretary and counter- 
signed by the President. 


Section 2.—It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to per- 
form all the duties of the President in his absence. 


Section 3—!t shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a com- 
plete record of all the proceedings of the Association; to receive and 
answer all communications pertaining to the Association; to 
keep a roster of the names of the different companies composing 
the Association and the individual members thereof; to collect 
the membership fee and the per capita tax, and to pay the same 
over to the Treasurer, taking his receipt therefor; and to issue 
all warrants and vouchers for the payment of all moneys ex- 
pended by the Association or any officer thereof. He shall execute 
a bond in the sum of One Thousand Dollars to this Association 
for the security of all funds in his hands, to be approved by and 
filed with the President. All property, books and records in the 
hands of the Secretary are, and shall remain the property of the 
North Carolina State Firemen’s Association. He shall receive 
$600.00 compensation as annual salary, to be paid quarterly by 
warrant on Treasurer, issued by the Secretary and counter-signed 
by the President. 

Section 4.—The Treasurer shall receive all moneys collected by 
the Secretary and give a receipt to him for the same; to collect 
and receive annually from the State Treasurer the amount appro- 
priated by the Legislature for the Firemen’s Relief Fund; to col- 
lect’and receive from the Insurance Commioner the five per cent 
of the money collected from the Insurance Companies as prescribed 
by law in. Section 6067 of the Consolidated Statutes of North 
Carolina. He shall disburse no moneys except on order issued 
by the Secretary and counter-signed by the President. At the 
annual meetings of the Assvviation he shall make a full report 
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of all the moneys received and disbursed by him. He shall 
execute a bond to the State of North Carolina as prescribed by 
law, which bond shall be approved by and filed with the Treasurer 
of the State of North Carolina, and shall make a detailed report 
to the said Treasurer of the State of North Carolina of the yearly 
expenditures of the Firemen’s Relief Fund. He shall also, execute 
a bond in the sum of Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars to this 
Association for the security of the General Fund, to be approved 
by the President and filed with the Secretary of this Association. 
All property, books and records in the hands of the Treasurer are, 
and shall remain the property of the North Carolina State Fire- 
men’s Association. He shall receive $200.00 compensation as an- 
nual salary, to be paid quarterly by warrant on the Treasurer is- 
sued by the Secretary and counter-signed by the President. 

Section 5.—It shall be the duty of the Statistician’ to correctly 
compile the statistics of each village and city in the State of all 
matters pertaining to the: fire service, annually correcting the 
previous reports, which shall include everything of interest to our 
firemen, and to be so arranged as to be comprehensive in every 
detail. The expenses of all printing, printed matter and postage 
necessary in the sending for and receiving such information shall 
be paid by the Association. He shall receive $75.00 compensation 
as annual salary, to be paid annually by warrant on the Treasurer 
er issued by the Secretary and counter-signed by the Presi- 
dent. 

Section 6.—It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to 
have published the proceedings of the Association; to transact 
all business of the Association during the time intervening be- 
tween the annual meetings of said Association; to advise the 
Treasurer in the management of all funds of the Association. 
At all meetings of the Executive Committee a majority of the 
committee shall constitute a quarum, and a majority of such 
quorum may determine all questions and transact all business the 
same as if all the said committee were present. 

Section 7.—The expenses of the President when absent from 
home upon business of the Association, and while attending the 
annual meetings and special meetings of the Association, to be 
incurred at his discretion, shall be paid upon warrant issued 
by the Secretary and counter-signed by the President, and the 
expenses of the other officers of the Association when absent 
from home upon business of the Association, and while attending 
the annual meetings and special meetings of said Association 
shall likewise be paid upon warrant issued by the Secretary and 
counter-signed by the President, 


State Firemen’s Association 105 


Section 8.—All moneys expended under this Article shall be 
paid out of the General Fund of this Association, and not from 
the Firemen’s Relief Fund. Provided, that the salary of the 
Treasurer and printing of the minutes each year may be paid 
out of the Firemen’s Relief Fund. 


MEMBERSHIP. 
Article II. — 


Section 1—Each fire Company shall pay a membership fee of 
Five Dollars, and each Fire chief, Assistant Chief, Fire Marsha.i, 
Superintendent of Fire Alarm, Superintendent of Waterworks, 
Building and Electric Inspectors, shall pay an annual fee of 
One Dollar, and all other members an annual fee of Fifty Cents 
each. 


Section 2.—The annual fees above mentioned shall be paid on 
or before the first day of| January of each and every year, in ad- 
vance for the ensuing year. And all members who fail to comply 
with this provision shall, thereon and by reason of such failure, 
cease to be members of this Association, and can not again become 
members of this Association except by new application, made in 
regular form, and paying the prescribed fee for membership. 


Section 3.—Any individual or company, members cf this Asso- 
ciation, who, at any time, fail to act in a gentlemanly manner, may 
upon charges brought before the Association be expelled from said 
Association by a majority vote of the membership. 


Section 4—_Any Honorary Fireman may, upon tke payment of 
the annual fees, become a member of the Association, with all 
rights and Privileges of any other member, excep! such Honorary 
Fireman shall not participate in the Firemen’s Relief Fund. 


SICK AND DEATH BENEFITS. 
Article ITI. 


Section 1—Any member of this Association injured or made 
sick by disease contracted in the actual discharge oz his duties 
as a fireman, shall be entitled to the benefits from the “Firemen’s 
Relief Fund” of this Association, as follows: At the rate of! $4.00 
per day while totally unable to attend to his ordinary business by 
reason of such injury or sickness for a period not exceeding one 
hundred days; but the Executive Committee may extend such 
benefits for good cause shown to the next annual meeting of the 
Association next after the expiration of the said period of one 
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aundred days, and the Association at said annual] meeting will, 
at its pleasure, determine the time for which such benefits may be 
received; and in case of death from such injury or sickriess, this 
Association shall pay to the widow of the deceased $300.00 for 
funeral expenses, and should the deceased leave no widow, this 
amount shall be paid to the Treasurer of the Company of! which 
the deceased was a member to be used by said Company to defray 
his funeral expenses. Provided that no fireman shali be entitled 
to receive any benefits under this section until the local Fire- 
men’s Relief Fund of his City or Town shall have been exhausted. 


Section 2.—The Chief or Acting Chief shall certify before a 
Magistrate, Notary Public or other officer authorized to administer 
oaths on blank form furnished by the Secretary of this Asso- 
ciation, all particulars regarding such case where a benefit is 
required, accompanied by a certificate of the attending physician, 
said certificate to be made on a blank furnished by the Secretary 
of this Association. 


Section 3.—Applications for benefits shall be made to the Sec- 
retary in compliance with the form to be furnished by the Sec- 
retary for that purpose, and shall be made within thirty days 
after receiving the injury or contracting the disease complained 
of; but said time for making said application may be extended by 
the Executive Committee for good cause shown. 


Section 4.—The action of this Association upon all questions 
that may arise as to granting or refusing relief and benefits, both 
as to the amount thereof and the person claiming, and upon all 
questions relating to the right or claim of membership, shall be 
final and conclusive, and the action of the Executive Committee 
upon said questions shall in like manner be final and conclusive 
until the same be changed by the Association at its annual meet- 
ings. 
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RULES GOVERNING HOSE COMPANIES 


HAND REEL CONTEST. 
Two To Enter. 


Sixteen men and a foreman allowed. 

Reel to carry not less than 148 feet of standard two and one- 
half inch hose to be connected on the start as when ready for duty 
to fires (three full threads) to run 100 yards, unreel not less than 
98 feet of hose, attach same to plug, screw pipe to hose (any. size 
nozzle,) throw water in quickest time. Water to show opposite 
or beyond the hydrant, or company: shall be ruled out. The plug 
must be closed at the time of the company starting on the run, 
and shall be opened by the wrenchman. No straps or snap ecoup- 
lings allowed. 

No company shall be allowed to assist another. In the run 
each company is required to furnish a roll of its members to the 
Secretary of the Association on the morning after the first day, 
as early as possible. Fifteen minutes will be allowed each com- 
pany, failing to start within that time shall be ruled out. Two 
enteries required. No one allowed inside ropes except the com- 
pany making the run. The company making the best time wins the 
first prize. No company allowed to enter more than one team. 


GRAB RACE CONTEST. 


Company to run 50 yards, grab reel and run 50 yards to plug, 
unreel not less than 48 feet of hose, attach same to plug and throw 
water—drag rope to be put up or down (optional with company). 
Plug must be closed when company starts to run same as Reel Con- 
tests. Couplings to be broken opposite or beyond plug. Should 
butt nozzle blow off, company to be ruled out. 


HORSE REEL RACE. 
Two To Enter. 
Companies allowed the use of any four-wheeled Hose Carriage 


or Wagon, either one or two-horse, to carry not less than 250 feet 
standard two and one-half inch natural unstretched hose. Car- 
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riage or Wagon to be weighed; weight for one horse not less than 
1,000 pounds, exclusive of driver and men; the driver, buttman and 
coupling breaker shall ride on Carriage or Wagon, horse or horses 
to be hitched to hose Carriage and Wagon and to be given a moving 
start of 50 yards behind the actual starting line. The starting 
to be so located as to be a 200 yards run for horse to hydrant, 
where company is to unreel. Time to be taken when front wheels 
of wagon pass over starting line until water shows, unreel not 
less than 250 feet of hose, break couplings and attach pipe and 
show water. Water must show within 50 feet of 250 foot line; 
hose to be reeled on carriage or placed on wagon, connected with 
three full threads. The plug must be closed at the time of the 
company starting and cannot be opened until hose is first started 
to be unreeled. Companies allowed five men in addition to. those 
who ride, and can be placed in such positions as desired. Time 
taken from the first signal until water shows. It butt, or pipe blows 
off company shall be ruled out and hose must be let go before pres- 
sure is taken off. Where ballast is used the certificate must show 
the kind of ballast and weight of same. 


OTHER EVENTS 


ONE HUNDRED YARD FOOT RACE. 


Men to run 100 yards. Two men to be selected by the captain 
of each company. The one making the best time wins the prize. 


GENERAL RULES. 


All contestants will be required to take part in the parade, un- 
less excused for satisfactory reasons, same to be made in writ- 
ing. 

In no case will a second trial be allowed. 

Each company’s run will be decided by lot. 

Captains will select all judges on the morning of the contest. 
All competing companies must furnish the judges with weight of 
apparatus—to be weighed on city scales. 

Companies wishing couplings—city standard, eight threads to 
the inch—will be furnished with the same on application to the 
Chief of Fire Department. 

Hose will be furnished on the day of contest, if desired. 

No person will be allowed to enter any of the contests unless he 
is a bona fide member of the company with which he enters. 

N. B.—Judges must be governed by the above rules, as no 
changes will be allowed under any circumstances. 
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RULES GOVERNING MOTOR CONTEST AT FAYETTEVILLE 
CONVENTION AND TOURNAMENT 1920. 


Rule 1. Gontest shall be'to test the efficiency of the men, and 
not for speed of truck. 


Rule 2. ‘Team shall consist of not more than 8 men, one of whom 
shall be captain Team to be sub-divided into 2 sub-teams, one for 
the Hose contest and one for the Chemical contest. The Hose 
team to consist of 1 wrenchman, 1 buttman, 1 slack-puller, 1 
coupling-breaker and 1 nozzleman. The Chemical team to consist 
of 2 laddermen and 1 climber—3 men; total, 8 men. 


Rule 38. Truck shall be furnished by the city where Tournament 
is to be held. Same truck to be used by all teams alike. A compe- 
tent chauffeur to be furnished by the city, to drive for all alike. 
He shall be sworn to give as near as is humanly possible the same 
start, the same speed and same finish to all teams alike. 


Rule 4. Truck to start from a standstill with men on truck, 
from a point not less than 200 yards from hydrant; to run with 
fair speed, same to all, breaking string that sounds starting gong 
at hydrant, 100 feet from hydrant, and pass hydrant and come to 
a full stop opposite the ladder-shed, which shall be erected on 
the opposite side of the street, 50 feet beyond the hydrant. (Hy- 
drant to be on right, ladder shed to be on left.) 


Rule 5. Men to jump from, truck, remove cap, connect hose to 
hydrant, lay 2 sections of hose, break coupling, attach nozzle and 
show water at nozzle. The Chemical men to upship ladders, place 
same against ladder-shed; the climber to mount same and touch top 
of ladder-shed with his chemical nozzie. Ladder to be standard 24- 
foot extension truck ladder. 


Rule 6. There shall be two sets of timers, one for the Hose 
contest, and one for the Chemical contest. Hose contest shall be 
WET, the chemical contest to ve DRY. Time shall be taken by 
both sets of timers at the sound of the starting gong—until wat- 
er shows at nozzle for the Horemen, and from the touch of the 
chemical nozzle at top round of ladder-shed by the Chemical men. 


Rule 7. In the Water Contest, coupling must be broken and 
water shown, opposite or beyond hydrant; hose must be laid in 
‘truck, same as for fire service; second coupling (the one to be 
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broken) to be on 8 full threads and placed in truck, beyond the 
reach of the coupling breaker, until hose is commenced to be laid; 
buttman and slack-puller allowed not more than 15 feet of slack 
to jump with; cap on hydrant to be on 3 full threads. 

Rule 8. The time of the Hose service and the Chemical serv- 
ice to be kept separate. Separate prizes to be given to the win- 
ners in each contest. 

Rule 9. A neutral judge who is not in any way connected with 
the team making the run, to ride on truck and report any infrac- 
tion of the above rules. 

Rule 10. No one except members of team starting with truck 
allowed to assist in any particular. 

The General rules of the Association to govern Judges in mak- 
ing all decisions. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF 


THE FIREMEN’S FRATERNAL INSURANCE FUND OF THE 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION 


NAME AND OBJECT. 


Article 1. The name of this Association, which is organized by 
voluntary agreement of its members and under resolutions duly 
adopted by the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association, shall 
be known as “‘Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund of the State of 
North Carolina.” © 

Article 2. The objects of said Association shall be to cement 
more firmly the bonds of fraternity and friendship now existing 
between the members of THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE FIRE- 
MEN’S ASSOCIATION. 

Article 3. The Firmen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund shall be 
created and maintained by assessment made upon its members, 
which shall become due and payable as provided in the By-Laws 
of the Association. 


GOVERNMENT 

Article 1. The Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund shall be 
under the general control and supervision and management of the 
Executive Committee of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation, 

Article 2. The Executive Committee shall make a report at 
each and every Annual Meeting of the North Carolina State Fire 
men’s Association, at its first business session. 


BY-LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

The officers of the Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance Fund shall 
be the Executive officers of the North Carolina State Firemen’s 
@&ssociation. 

MEMBERSHIP, 


1. Any active member in good standing with the tate Associa- 
tion, and any Honorary member who has served five years as a 
fireman, in good standing with the State Association shall be eli- 
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gible for membership in THE FIREMEN’S FRATERNAL IN- 
SURANCE FUND. 


2. Any member whose name shall have been dropped from the 
Roll of Members for non-payment of assessments may be reinstat- 
ed in his membership upon application, and upon a showing that he 
is in good health at the time, and upon paying to the Secretary 
the sum of $2.20, together with all past due assessments: Provided, 
however, that said application for reinstatement shall be made 
within twelve months aiter the time his name shall have been 
droppaéd from the roll, and, Provided, further, that no member 
so in default shall be allowed more than one application for re- 
instatement. 


BENEFICIARIES AND CERTIFICATES. 


3. A Certinficate of Membership shall be issued to each member 
of THE FIREMEN”S FRATERNAL INSURANCE FUND OF 
THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, signed by the President 
and Secretary, which certificate, among’ ather things, shall set forth 
the name, age, place of residence of the member,, and also the 
the name, age, place of residence and relationship of the Bene- 
ficiary named and designated by the member at the time of his 
application. 

4, The Beneficiary shall be named and designated by the mem- 
ber at the time of his application for membership, and shall be a 
near relative of the applicant. Provided, that in exceptional cases, 
and with the consent of the Executive Committee, the applicant 
may designate his estate as beneficiary. 


5. The designated Beneficiary may be changed at the pleasure 
of the member upon surrender of his Certificate of Membership 
upon the payment of a fee of $1.00, and thereupon a new Certificate 
of Membership, with the name of the new beneficiary therein stat- 
ed, shall be issued to him. Upon surrender of any Certificate, the 
President and Secretary shall cancel the same. 


6. In case the certificate of Membership shall be lost or destroy- 
ed, and a member desires to procure a new Certificate of Mem- 
bership or desires to change the beneficiary designated therein, he 
shall have the resignated beneficiary, if living, join in the appli- 
cation for a new certificate, or for change of the Beneficiary; Pro- 
vided, that in case the designated beneficiary be dead, proof of 
such fact must accompany the application for a new certificate, 
or for change of the beneficiary. 


7. In case the designated beneficiary shall pre-decease the 
member, and the member s/iall die without having designated a new 
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beneficiary, then, and in that event, the amount payable under 
the Certificate of Membership shall be payable to the heirs at law 
or legatees of such deceased member, according to the laws of the 
' State. of which the deceased member was a citizen at the time of 
his death. 


PAYMENT OF BENEFICIARY FUND 


Upon receiving satisfactory notice of the death of a member of 
THE FIREMEN’S FRATERNAL INSURANCE FUND OF THE 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, the President and Treasurer 
shall immediately forward to the beneficiary designated in the Cer- 
tificate of Membership, if living, or to the heirs at law or legatees 
. of such deceased member, if known, and the designated beneficiary 
be dead, a check for a sum of not less than Two Hundred and 
Fifty Dollars, if so much be in the Treasury at the time, and as 
soon thereafter as practicable, not exceeding sixty days, the bal- 
ance collected upon the assessment made on account of the death 
of such deceased member: Provided, that no amount greater than 
One Thousand Dollars of the sum collected upon the assessment 
made for the death of any deceased member shall be paid to the 
designated beneficiary, if living, or to the heirs at law or legatees 
of the deceased member, if the designated beneficiary be dead at 
the time of the levy and collection of such assessment, Provided, 
further that One Dollar from every assessment in excess of One 
Thousand Dollars collected from members shall go to establish 
a surplus fund. 


ASSESSMENT AND BENEFICIARY FUND. 


1, Each member of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation becoming a member of the Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance 
Fund ofthe State of North Carolina shall pay in advance to the 
Secretary, the sum of $2.20 which shall constitute the first two as- 
sessments. 

2. Upon the death of any member of the Association, there 
shall be levied upon each member an assessment of $1.10, and there 
shall be levied as many assessments as there shall be deaths of 
members, to the end that the primary fund arising from the first 
two assessments shall be maintained intact as nearly as possible. 

3. All assessments shall be levied by the Secretary, notice of 
which hall be promptly given to each member, and shall be payable 
to said President and Secretary within thirty days after the same 
shall have been levied. 

4. Any member who shall fail to pay the assessment levied, and 
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being in default in payment thereof for thirty days after notice 
of such assessment, shall cease to be a member of THE FIRE- 
MEN’S FRATERNAL INSURANCE FUND OF THE STATE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA, and shall forfeit all interest therein, 
unless reinstated as herein provided. 

5. The sum arising from assessments shall be apportioned and 
applied as follows: Ten (10c) cents to each assessment shall be 
applied to the account of salary and expenses of one ($1.00) Dollar 
thereof, not to exceed One Thousand Dollars, as heretofore provid- 
ed, to the beneficiary of the member for whose death the assessment 
may be levied. 

6. Upon payment of the full amount collected upon an assess- 
ment on account of the death of any member of the Fund, the Pres- 
ident and Secretary shall cancel the certificate of membership of 
such deceased member. 


AMENDMENTS. 


These By-Laws and Rgulations may be repealed, amended or 
added to by a vote of two-thirds of the Executive Committee at 
any regular meeting, or at a meeting called for that purpose, same 
to be subject to approval of the NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION at its next regular meeting. 

Application blanks and Forms of Certificate of Membership 
were offered for inspection and the question of the exact forms 
left open for future action. 

Upon motion of Capt. McNeill the election of a board of direct- 
ors resulted as follows: James H. Wood, Jno. L. Foister, Charles 
Schnibben, R. E. Currier and Jno. L. Miller, the same persons as 
now constitute the Executive Committee of’ The North Carolina 
State Firemen’s Association. The work of the incorporators hav- 
ing been completed, the meeting was adjourned. 


JNO. L. MILLER, Temporary Secretary. 
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RECORDS. 


Reel Contest (100) Yards 
2:30 P. M. Thursday July 16th, 1925. 


Teams Time in Sec. 
SL DSR Sp DES a a 2 0 
hous cape (USSWeS E/E SUES 0S SUIS eat ei ay Se sear cea mn en ee 20 
Winston-Salem ............ aNd ts} 224 Seana, Tae LOE me BO 18 
SG Be ual) eee aap OO In Sa rR 19 
SN CT Ses SES 7 IN Sc gp 19 
WINNERS 
ESTE SE er $150.00 
8 AGG 9 IDs 125.00 
Ct Lov eye tate Ul 22) ARRAS Sg Oe apg a ae 100.00 
GRAB 
Time in Sec. 
LYE 7a, gk aR RE a ee ce alte 17 4-5 
Bene TION) \o peer ieee ons WE Sie aN a ate hese 16 2-5 
Senior yaar PROTY LMM tee) Ne oe le atacand ateas 17 2-5 
Ceyriiyevicy Sito BN ge Spa aS go ee ne re 18 1-5 
Lonces Sh ccanaetek yo Sab abel didi opal rs ts Smeal vee eine nn EP OES 0 
WINNERS 
Spencer (Shop Ist ...........- Lis Re Lea ee) Gaerne nNOS $150.00 
Perm ANS LOT O Ties tee ee says sc ete teas ke PTD, sunk ce oeslhonacete 125.00 
PSdu eo Tieciced ep ay SSR UR at env cee 100.00 
JUDGES 


P. E. Morrow, W: C. Norris, C. E. Tesh, E. G. Sherrill, J. H. 
Kesler. ‘ 
TIMERS 
J. C. Kesler, W. W. Barrow, Dr. W. S. Long, Jr., J. B. Flora, 
R. E. Snow, W. H. Palmer. 


MOTOR CONTEST 


WATER AND CHEMICAL 
9:30 A. M. July 16th, 1925. 


Teams Water Chemicals 
Time Sec. Time Sec. 
‘4p nvogeaencpalllst. + 0... Beans eee ene eeeen 9 9 3-5 


LEGS ai lee kat is ee ce 10 0 
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Santordi ae waea eenee SPER OUP stage Nome 0 5 
Concord NOS ete ee ee eae eat trac Hae ee 0 10 2-5 
Statesville: No Zee. ee eee ee ee 8 4-5 10 
Kernersvillei2 52ers ey Oo eae 0 0 
Bast hi S Pen cers si ie ee ote gel hey ee tees eee 0 13 
ReldS Ville hye ei ama Pela (Sed ieee OL) Ban 0 10 
Albemarle) scr Pei ue ieees Coe WRN R LN et et Nee 11 4-5 8 
Lexington’ No. vias eerie Se ae 0 0 
Fayetteville, ace iets see Le eee 9 2-5 T 
StatesyilleaNo.ip lipase re eens 0 0 
News BernanCArtl aia gic)) meee nero alee 9 4-5 0 
Morean ton iaberit ie ipetirale te cer i0ilb 1 eee eee ee 10 2-5 0 
Kinston 
Lexine tonN of82 ieee es oe ee 9 9 1-5 
Henderson \ 225i eee oe) hs CA ee ea 10 14 4-5 
Burling tone No ore tee ere eee es eens eee eee 10 11 
Rockey Mount oa ea ee ee ee 0 10 4-5 
Concord sNO) 4 eckee eee ieee eset ae eee 0 0 
High. P ointeg ees es eereene nae Ve wee ea Oe 2 0 9 
Gibsonvil leisy seme cae aren eee Pee as 0 0 
LGW cH Ha) a Rama MBNE I MON er ae. ek CAE | Ee A 0 10 2-5 
Biltmore: tio ee Ria ieee md ais ee aaa, 1 0 
WINNERS 

Water Chemicals 
Ist Statesville, 302i cs ie eee ee cee $150.00 
2nd.<“Thomasville cee eee cies t Rep WAS 18) 
BT: Liexim bor eee eee are ee ee * 100.00 
Ist ;Albemarler sk is Cee Seen obi ia ge aieeee Sear Sa Nrns OU Sekt ey $150.00 
2nd High Pointe 2 eee tee aired ce ese eee i babar este nee to 125.00 
8rd) Sanford! hs Cea ee eee Over! Meat ah eee ee kd kT! 100.00 


100 YARDS DASH 


Ist Craig Shuford 
2nd P. E. Goins 
38rd C. O. Thomas 


Horse Hose Wagon Contest. 


Records. 

Team Time in See. 
LOONS-Asheville, | No gti cere ce ee eek eet seer chs Us eae 29 4-5 
1908—Melipse, :Goldsboroiynlciaciiate eee ace ce be aes 34 1-4 
19092 A shevillesiN 052 dr flee a oe ame ee) aa re a 26 1-3 


1910—Kinston 
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DE EDEL GINO. th eee wc Pa WE 26 1-2 
Pemeewn bern NO.g le. 33 2-5 
moo New bern, No. 1 (Riverside) 2....0..200s2e 30 38-5 
rr WN Thay eerste eee oe OU 30 3-5 
Deemer OCeN cad aGitye NO Lie 29 2-5 
elo --winston, No. 2, Morehead City 1) 2420 27 2-5 


Hand Reel Contes 


Team Time in Sec. 
Raper I Ae rete ee ON des ete cdececcden 26 3-5 
Poe ooutiside, (Chestnut Hill) «22.20.20. leeeeeues 25 
ROE tne ee re 23 3-5 
Pe eoOuuNoiae vocGhestnut Hill) G2 sel ee 22 3-5 
AGN Cle ey rel) TEIN eS 0 RE, ig at ok ok Ae eee PAS 
EE rr ere 24 
TOLL = Chir py etl 5 7 MIT Aes Sa ne le ea 241-5 
tee UAE IVa SSS 0 9 Ign i Wer ea 23 2-5 
ee memmemicer | (SNOD cL eCam) i: 2.22 --.2.2.sscccoe telco eetec ane teantenenns 22 2-5 
emmy (SO MOD. TCA) ii. efile lost sete se ceneebencceesss 299-5 
TSA Waa SS QOTNCGTO ' a eh SS) ee gay Oo ee ie ee Re ae 18 
TLE Hi cxet STO STIOTE Ua uA MOO EE ae ap PN OU Ue A a a 18 
[PN NNT HEO TNE SMS OTN Ey Ne Se IR Te Sane eae ee 22. 
ee, ee ANS EOI 2) LOIN ere re See nee eee ye eee Le 18 3-5 
LE = NESSES SSS GYCS SY RT Et) SR a 18 
eet otomem a lentes ely Tee dla es 18 

Grab Races 

Team Time in Sec. 
fue soutnside (Chestnut Hill) 2222-222) 2ee a, 19 
Akt bo TR pet Sas To le SS eR a 17 3-5 
1 AGS = Shpenhie eke (ag ES a eS nce ae ase ee ene 17 4-5 
Boe eT la COT MUM R a leRn 8 a ek okey Ma sodlawttgacinnetenianesenensoes aM 
GN ee Pm th. Ness or Lic nae 16 4-5 
Poros tisraen( Chesnut: Hill) siccc.ccc et ocee. rs eneene ad. cn cacennteeeae 18 
DOMES METICET L( SHOD) TEGAN). o.co--ncenssessedacedsced- oye eaenonbaennsensenscecee- 17 
Wiper Mmm TATU TL GU ots 22 80S SL. etd 2k dea uemerseetonc eo nagnt 18 2-5 
Oe OTONCET A GSHOD LOAM)! accnusececcsecece-ncndsenensc fe eraqeecseertenancasee 17 3-5 
TIDES So Shae OES AVON alae 8720-5 00) ae le a oe eon eee eee 16 2-5 
(OH. SC lbngorelh (EEO nee Senin oe etree es 18 4-5 
Me NN TINS TOT E SALON les aiac. ills bois. sscaveul dassedbel eset osesan tenet ncsseetemn= 20 1-5 
Bee TOAST PO DCMCCL. beccecee-p-2eci--essesseanencsnenceeeaesteaseneeeenseemeneeeseees 16 3-5 
TG ieee. VAS RESP Sa he a ee re 19 

16 2-5 


1925—Spencer (Shop Team) ..........----------:::t---seeeeeeoeete 


Proceedings North Carolina 


Motor Contest 


118 
CHEMICALS 

Sec. 
Mooresvillen eee 17 1-5 
Stavesvalll ee =s—en Noe aie 8 4-5 
INSIC Vill ememen ee mee s wena 9 2-5 
troche Ol tes eee 9 
SEvenkengel 2 ee ee 81-5 


WATER 
Sec. 
1920—=Statesvallem = i 
1921==Statesvillep ea 10 2-5 
19272 Biches Point... 9 2-5 


1923—Statesville No. 2 9 2-5 
1924—-Thomasville 
1925—Statesville -........... 


Pp Ewe oe - 
Caines 
eae } ; 


‘ ‘ 


Are Your Loved 


Ones Protected? 


A POLICY IN THE FIREMEN’S 
FRATERNAL INSURANCE 
FUND WILL DO IT 


OVER 1,900 FIREMEN IN NORTH 
CAROLINA HAVE IT. 
WHY NOT YOU? 


For Firemen Only 
Ask Your Chief 


